
Phrases
 Meanings, Types, and Examples



Phrases in English 

What is a Phrase? 
Insimple words, a Phrase is a group of words that work together as a unit without a subject-
verb pair. It cannot stand alone. Using Phrases in everyday conversation can make the
sentences richer by giving the words context, clarity, and detail 

Significance of Phrases 

What are the Types of Phrases? 
CommontypesofPhrases inEnglishinclude Noun Phrase, Adjective Phrase, Adverb Phrase,
Prepositional Phrase, and more. Brief details about the types of Phrases is given below: 

Tips to Spot a Phrase in a Sentence 
A few tips to identify a Phrase in a sentence are: 

Phrases add detail and clarity to sentences
They are essential in making writing descriptive and fluent 

1. First of all, look for the group of words. Ask is this group of words adds extra meaning 
(describing something, showing time, action, reason, place, etc.) 

2. Then, look for the absence of subject and a verb. If there is an absence, it is a Phrase 

1. Noun Phrase: Acts as a noun in the sentence. Example: The black cat sat near the 
bed. 

2. Verb Phrase: Includes the main verb + helping (auxiliary) verbs. Example: Hey has 
been working all day. 

3. Adjective Phrase: Describes a noun or pronoun. Example: The boy with the 
moustache is my cousin. 

4. Adverb Phrase: Modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb. Example: The train 
ran with great speed. 

5. Prepositional Phrase: Sentences with this type of Phrase stars with a preposition 
and ends with a noun/pronoun. Example: Vineeta sat on the bench. 

6. Infinitive Phrase: Starts with “to” + base form of verb and acts as a noun, adjective, 
or adverb. Example: To win the game was his dream. 

7. Gerund Phrase: Starts with a gerund (-ing form) and functions as a noun. Example: 
Reading books helps improve vocabulary. 

8. Participle Phrase: Starts with a participle and modifies a noun. Example: Barking 
loudly, the dog chased the rat. 
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A comparison between Idioms and Phrases is given below: 

Particulars 
Definition 

Phrase 
A group of words 
that work together as A group of words 

Idioms 

a single part of 
speech but do not 
have a complete 
meaning on their 
own 
Literal, Direct or 
straightforward 
the morning, on the 
table, to swim fast 

whose meaning is 
different from the 
literal meanings of 
the individual words 

Meaning Figurative or 
symbolic 
spill the beans (reveal 
a secret), break the 
ice (start a 
conversation) 
Figurative use or 
Cultural meaning 

Example 

Grammar Focus Structure and 
function 

Phrases and Clauses by Sam An Teng, Speak English Through 1000 Daily Use Sentences by Vinit
Kapoor, Important Idioms and Phrases in English by Shantinath Baloj, 1001 English Expressions
and Phrases by Jackie Bolen 

Next, check if removing the group of words does not destroy the sentence structure. If
it does not, then it is a Phrase 

Phrases Vs Idioms 

Recommended Books 


