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m Welcome! Your Career Journey Starts Now

Congratulations on passing Class 12! m You've just cleared one of the biggest milestones of your life. But now
comes the real question everyone's asking: What next?

This guide is your personal career counsellor — no pressure, no myths, just real, practical, data-driven advice to
help you choose wisely. Every stream — Science, Commerce, and Arts — has brilliant careers waiting for you.
Let's find yours.

m How to Choose the Right Career

Your Interest What subject/activity excites you without pressure? List 3 things you do voluntarily in free time

Short-term: passion may pay less; long-term: passion

Salary vs Passion
outperforms

Find careers where both overlap — they exist!

Research Al, healthcare, climate, finance

Market Demand Which skills will employers need in 2030-2035? trends

Some careers = high pay + high stress; some =

Work-Life Balance
balance

Decide your lifestyle priority before choosing

How much will education cost? When will you recover

Investment vs Return it?

Calculate total fees vs 5-year expected salary

. Govt = stability + pension; Private = growth + higher . . .
Govt vs Private pay y+p g 9 Both are valid — match with your personality

m 5 Biggest Mistakes Students Make After 12th

m Choosing a course just because friends are joining it

m Ignoring aptitude — picking career based only on marks

m Skipping entrance exam prep thinking 'direct admission' exists

m Not exploring careers beyond Engineering and Medicine

m Waiting too long — delaying a decision IS a decision
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m Career Options After 12th Science — PCM
EE

Engineering B.Tech — CSE, Mech, Civil, J
4 Rs.6-30 LPA 0O0O0O0O0O
(Core) ECE Main/Advanced s S
. B.Tech CS, B.Sc Data Sci,
CS /Al / Data Sci BCA+MCA JEE / CUET 3-4yrs Rs.8-40 LPA  OOOOO
Cyber Security B.Tech Cyber Sec / CEH Cert | JEE / CUET 4 yrs Rs.7-35 LPA | 0OOOO
NATA / JEE P
Architecture B.Arch ) aPer B yrs Rs.5-20 LPA 0000
Robotics / Al B.Tech Robotics / Al JEE Main 4 yrs Rs.8-50 LPA | 0OOOO
Defence / NDA B.Sc via NDA / CDS NDA / AFCAT 3-4yrs Rs.7-18 LPA | OOOO
B.Sc Nautical Sci / Marine Rs.10-40
Merchant N IMU CET 3-4 ooog
erchant Navy Engg yrs LPA
Rs.15-60
Aviation / Pilot B.Sc Aviation / CPL DGCA /IGRUA 3yrs LSA oooo

m Expert Tip — PCM Students

Don't limit yourself to just IIT JEE. JEE Main alone opens doors to 31 NITs, 26 IlITs, and 150+ CFTls. Computer
Science is the highest-placement branch everywhere. Al/Data Science and Cybersecurity are the fastest-growing fields
for 2025-2035.

m Career Options After 12th Science — PCB

MBBS Doctor MBBS NEET UG 5.5yrs Rs.6-50 LPA | OOOOO
Dentist (BDS) BDS NEET UG 5yrs Rs.4-25 LPA | O0OOO
Ayurveda (BAMS) | BAMS NEET UG 5.5yrs Rs.4-20 LPA | O0OOO
Pharmacy B.Pharm / Pharm.D GPAT / NEET 4-6 yrs Rs.4-18 LPA | OOOO
Biotechnology B.Sc / B.Tech Biotech CUET / JEE 3-4 yrs Rs.4-25 LPA | O0OOOO
Physiotherapy BPT NEET / State 4.5 yrs Rs.3-12 LPA | O0OOO
Nursing B.Sc Nursing State CET 4yrs Rs.3-15 LPA | O0OOOO
Forensic Science B.Sc Forensic Sci CUET 3yrs Rs.4-15LPA | O0O0OO

m High Salary Alert

MBBS + MD Dermatology or MD Radiology earns Rs.3-15 Lakhs/month. BDS Orthodontist with own practice earns
Rs.2-5 Lakhs/month. Biotech + Al integration is the next big healthcare revolution — huge demand by 2030.
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m Career Options After 12th Commerce

Chartered
Accountant

Company
Secretary

Cost Accountant
(CMA)

BBA / MBA

Investment
Banking

Data Analytics

Digital Marketing

Law (LLB)

Hotel
Management

Economics

CA Foundation - Inter — Final

CS Foundation — Exec - Prof

CMA Foundation - Inter — Final

BBA (3 yrs) — MBA (2 yrs)

BBA Finance / MBA Finance

BBA + Certification / B.Sc Stats

BBA / B.Com + Google/Meta
Cert

BA LLB /BBA LLB (5-yr
integrated)

BHM

BA / B.Sc Economics Hons

ICAI CA
Foundation

ICSI CS Exam

ICMAI CMA Exam

CUET / IPMAT /
CAT

CAT / GMAT

CUET

CUET

CLAT / AILET

NCHMCT JEE

CUET /DU JAT

34 yrs

5 yrs total

5+ yrs

34 yrs

3 yrs+cert

5yrs

34 yrs

3yrs

Rs.7-40 LPA

Rs.5-20 LPA

Rs.5-18 LPA

Rs.6-30 LPA

Rs.12-60
LPA

Rs.6-30 LPA

Rs.4-20 LPA

Rs.5-30 LPA

Rs.4-20 LPA

Rs.5-25 LPA

Very High

High

High

Very High

Very High

Very High

Very High

High

High

High

m Commerce Career Strategy

CA remains the gold standard in Commerce — a fresh CA earns Rs.6-12 LPA on Day 1. However, the fastest growing
combo is BBA + Data Analytics + Al skills. Digital Marketing + MBA is producing entrepreneurs earning Rs.20-50
Lakhs by age 28. Law (CLAT) from NLU is increasingly the top pick for high-scoring Commerce students.

Course

CA Very High 00000 Rs.40+ LPA (Big 4)
MBA IIM High 0000 Rs.20-30 LPA avg
CLAT (NLU) High 0000 Rs.10-50 LPA
BBA+Digital Mktg Moderate 00O Rs.8-20 LPA

Data Analytics Moderate OO0 Rs.10-30 LPA
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m Career Options After 12th Arts / Humanities

Arts is India's most misunderstood stream — and also the stream producing the most versatile, high-earning
professionals. IAS officers, top lawyers, film directors, psychologists, journalists, designers, and content creators
all come from Arts. Let's break the myth once and for all.

BA in an ject + UP P E +2 yr Rs.7-18 LPA
UPSC / IAS / IPS in any subject + UPSC U SFZCS - 3+2 yrs S 8 0oooo
prep (Prelims+Mains) prep (Gowt)
Law BA LLB/LLB (3-yr after grad) | CLAT/AILET/MHCET | 5yrs Rs.5-50 LPA | O0O0OOO
BA/B.Sc Psychology —
Psychol ET ET +2 yr Rs.4-20 LPA 00000
sychology M.Sc/MPhil CUET / State C 3+2 yrs S 0
Journalism /
Media BA Mass Comm / BJMC CUET / IMC Exam 3yrs Rs.4-20 LPA | OOOO
Fashion .
L B.Des Fashion NIFT / NID 4yrs Rs.4-25LPA 0000
Designing
Interior .
Lo B.Des Interior NID / CEED 4yrs Rs.4-20 LPA  0O0O0OO
Designing
Animation / UX B.Des / B.Sc Animation NID / UCEED 4yrs Rs.5-25 LPA | 00000
. . . Rs.3-Unlimit
Film & Direction | FTII/ SRFTI/Mass Comm FTII Exam 3-5yrs ed gogo
. . . ' Rs.2-5
Content Creation | Any degree + Digital Skills No fixed exam 6 months+ Crore+ goooo
Foreign BA/Diploma in CUET / Alliance
g P . 3yrs Rs.5-25LPA | OOOO
Languages French/German/etc Frangaise

m High Paying Arts Careers (Surprising!)

Top IAS officer earns Rs.18 LPA + perks + power. Corporate Lawyer at top firm earns Rs.25-50 LPA. Senior UX
Designer at Google earns Rs.40—-80 LPA. Successful YouTuber earns Rs.50 Lakhs—5 Crore/year. Clinical Psychologist
earns Rs.15-30 LPA. All from Arts stream. Your stream never limits your ceiling — your skills do.
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m Major Ent

nce Exams After 12th — Complete Reference
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JEE Main Science PCM B.Tech at NITs, IlITs, CFTls ooooo Jan & Apr
JEE . . o

Science PCM IIT B.Tech (JEE Main qualifier needed) ooooo May—-Jun
Advanced
NEET UG Science PCB MBBS, BDS, BAMS, BUMS — all India ooooo May
CUET UG All Streams Central university UG admissions ooog May—-Jun
CLAT Any Stream NLU integrated LLB (5 yr) ooog December
NATA PCM / Any B.Arch at Architecture colleges ooog Apr=Jul
NIFT .

Any Stream B.Des Fashion at NIFT good January
Entrance
NID

Any Stream B.Des at NID campuses googo Jan—Feb
Entrance
NDA PCM (12th) Army/Navy/Air Force Commission ooog Apr & Sep

C /
IPMAT Pgrlclmerce 5-yr BBA+MBA at IIM Indore/Rohtak 0000 May
CA ©

. ommerce CA Programme (ICAI) 0ooo Jun & Dec

Foundation (any)
NCHMCT
JEE Any Stream Hotel Management at IHM colleges ooo May
UCEED Any Stream B.Des at [IT Bombay, IIT Delhi ooooo January
CEED Post-grad M.Des at lITs googo January
SAT Any Stream Undergraduate abroad admissions (US/global) ooo Year-round

m Exam Strategy Tip

Start preparing for at least ONE major entrance exam alongside Class 12. JEE/NEET need 2 years of dedicated prep.
CLAT and CUET can be cracked with 6 months. CA Foundation has 2 attempts per year — start in Class 12 itself if

Commerce is your path.
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mm Government Job Opportunities After 12th

Opportunity Conducting Body Eligibility SELT Stability
(CTC)
Staff Selection Rs.3.5-6
+
SSC CHSL Commission 12th pass (10+2) LPA ooooo
Railway (RRB NTPC) | Railway Recruitment Board = 12th pass (10+2) Rs.3-7 LPA | 0OOOO
Indian Army / Navy . Rs.5-10
Army / Navy R tment 10th / 12th ooooo
(Soldier/Sailor) rmy / Navy kecruitmen pass LPA
Air F Agni
Ir Force (Agniveer | ion Air Force 12th pass (PCM) Rs.4-8 LPA 00000
Vayu)
India Post (Postal India Post / Department of 12th pass Rs.3-5 LPA | 000D
Asst.) Posts
m Must-Have Skills in 2026 & Beyond
Skill Why It Matters in 2026 How to Learn (Free)
Al Tools (ChatGPT, . . . . . .
Gemc:zi)s (Cha Used in every job — ignore it and get left behind YouTube / Coursera / Anthropic docs
Basic Coding / Python Opens tech jobs across every industry freeCodeCamp / CS50 / W3Schools

Every business needs online presence — huge

Digital Marketing Google Digital Garage / HubSpot Academy

demand
Data Analysis Data-driven decisions are now mandatory in all .
y y Kaggle / Google Data Analytics / YouTube
(Excel/SQL) sectors
Communication & Top skill in hiring — outperforms technical skills . .
. > & . Toastmasters / Mirror practice / Debate clubs
Speaking often

Personal Branding

(Linkedin) Build your digital identity before your degree ends @ LinkedIn Learning / Personal profile setup

Understand investing, taxes, EMIs —

Financial Literac . .
4 non-negotiable adulting

Zerodha Varsity / ET Money Blog / YouTube

Al does routine work — human judgment is the

Critical Thinkin
¢ premium skill

Philosophy courses / Case study practice
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m Future & Trending Careers — 2026 to 2035

Al/ML Engineer Science / Skill Rs.20-80 LPA Al is the electricity of the 21st century — powering every industry
L Science / - .

Data Scientist Rs.15-60 LPA World generates 2.5 quintillion bytes/day — all need analysis
Commerce

Cybersecurity Analyst = Science / Skill Rs.12-45 LPA India faces 14 lakh cyberattacks/day — huge shortage of experts

Climate Tech Scientist | Science Rs.8-35 LPA Climate change = Rs.2,000 Crore global green jobs market by 2030

HealthTech Specialist | Science + MBA | Rs.10-40 LPA HealthTech market growing 25% annually — Al + medicine combo

Eve , eve oduct needs human-centred design —
UX / Product Designer | Any Stream Rs.10-45 LPA . oY @pp, GVery produ s human-centred aesig
skyrocketing

PCM/ ISRO, SpaceX, start atellites — India space economy Rs.8,500

Space Tech Engineer Rs.8-30 LPA P startup s fes 'asp yRs
Aerospace Cr+

. Science / . . .

FinTech Developer Rs.12-50 LPA Digital payments growing 30% YoY — UPI, blockchain, CBDC
Commerce

Content Creator / Creator economy worth Rs.2,200 Crore in India; growing 25%
Any Stream Rs.5L-5 Cr+ y worth 1S N India; growing 257

Influencer annually

Game Developer Science / Arts Rs.6-30 LPA India gaming market Rs.35,000 Crore by 2028

m Al-Resistant Careers (Safe Bets for 2035)

Jobs Al cannot replace: Surgeons & Doctors (empathy + precision), Psychologists (human connection), Teachers &
Mentors (inspiration), Creative Directors (original vision), Lawyers (judgment + ethics), Entrepreneurs (risk + intuition),
Spiritual Leaders, and Policy Makers. Build human skills alongside technical ones.

m Study Abroad — Quick Reference Guide

SAT/ACT,

USA CS, MBA, Engineering, Medicine TOEEL/IELTS USD 25-55K Fulbright, University Merit
UK Engineering, Law, Finance, Arts IELTS / A-Levels GBP 12-25K Chevening, Commonwealth
Canada CS, Data Science, Business IELTS / SAT CAD 18-35K Vanier, University Aid
Germany Engineering, Science, MBA IELTS / TestDaF €0-3K (public) DAAD Scholarship
Australia Healthcare, IT, Business IELTS / PTE AUD 20-40K Australia Awards
Singapore | Business, Finance, Tech SAT / IELTS SGD 20-35K NUS/NTU Scholarships

m Germany and France offer FREE undergraduate education even for Indian students at public universities. Required:
German/French language proficiency + IELTS.
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Career Decision Roadmap — Step by Step

Step 1: List subjects you enjoy + activities you do voluntarily. Note your Class 12 strong
Self-Assessment subjects.
Step 2: Shortlist Based on assessment, shortlist 2—3 career fields that match your interest AND
Streams market demand.
Step 3: Research For each shortlisted field: course duration, fees, entrance exams, salary, job
Careers market outlook.
Step 4: Talk to Speak to 2 people actually working in your shortlisted field. Ask real questions —
Professionals not just Google.
Calculate total education cost vs 5-yr projected salary. Evaluate scholarship/loan
Step 5: Check Finances . IEII J B
options.
Step 6: Choose & Pick ONE path. Register for entrance exams. Start prep. Avoid second-guessing
Commit — execution beats perfection.

Start one free online course immediately. LinkedIn profile. Basic Al tools. Don't

Step 7: Build Skills Now .
wait for college.

Myths vs Reality — Busting Career Misconceptions

Week 2-3

Week 3-4

Week 4

Week 5-6

Ongoing

shiksha.com

MYTH: MYTH: Only Engineering & Medicine lead to success.

REALITY: REALITY: India's top 50 richest people include lawyers, fashion designers, content creators, entrepreneurs,

economists, and chefs. Stream never defines ceiling — skills and execution do.

MYTH: MYTH: Arts students have limited career options.

REALITY: REALITY: IAS toppers, Supreme Court lawyers, top journalists, Bollywood directors, global UX designers —

all from Arts. In the Al era, creative and social skills are MORE valuable.

MYTH: MYTH: Government jobs are the only stable careers.

REALITY: REALITY: Top private professionals earn 5-10x more than government salaries. Stability comes from skills,

not just a government stamp. Upskilling = your permanent job security.

MYTH: MYTH: Average marks = average career.

REALITY: REALITY: Steve Jobs dropped out. Einstein failed exams. Marks test memory — not potential. Ratan Tata,

Narayana Murthy, and Dhirubhai Ambani were not toppers. Consistency + passion wins.

For more career resources visit shiksha.com:

MBBS / Medical Colleges

Engineering Colleges (B.Tech

Law Colleges (LLB / CLAT)

Disclaimer: Career data, salary ranges, and course information are indicative based on publicly available 2025-26 data from NMC, ICAI,
NTA, MCC, and shiksha.com. Actual salaries vary by location, college, specialization, and individual performance. Verify course eligibility

and entrance exam details from official exam conducting bodies. This guide is for career counselling purposes only.
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