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Agriculture Careers 2026
Top Career Options in India

Job Roles · Salary · Scope · Sectors · Skills Required

Government Jobs · Research · Agri-Business · Agri-Tech · Horticulture · Food Processing

Shiksha.com | shiksha.com/science/agriculture-career-chp

India's agriculture sector employs 45%+ of the population and contributes ~17% to GDP. With rising agri-tech, food

processing, and government focus on farming, agriculture graduates have never had more career options. Starting salaries

range from Rs 3–5 LPA (entry govt jobs) to Rs 10–25 LPA (agri-tech/research).

Government Sector Careers — Highest demand after B.Sc. Agriculture

■ Agriculture Officer / ADO Rs 4–8 LPA + perks

Sector: State Agriculture Departments

Key skills: Crop science, soil testing, farmer advisory, field inspection

■ Agriculture Extension Officer Rs 3.5–7 LPA

Sector: NABARD, State Depts, KVK

Key skills: Rural outreach, scheme implementation, farmer training

■ Scientist / Researcher (ICAR / SAU) Rs 6–15 LPA

Sector: ICAR, State Agricultural Universities

Key skills: Plant breeding, soil science, crop protection, lab research

■ Agriculture Development Officer (NABARD/RBI) Rs 6–12 LPA

Sector: NABARD, RBI, Co-operative Banks

Key skills: Rural credit, farm loan assessment, project evaluation

■ Agriculture Field Officer (AFO) — IBPS Rs 5–9 LPA

Sector: PSU Banks (SBI, PNB, etc.)

Key skills: Kisan Credit Card, crop loan assessment, agricultural schemes

Private Sector & Agri-Tech Careers — Fastest growing segment
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■ Agri-Tech Analyst / Product Manager Rs 8–25 LPA

Sector: Agri-tech startups (DeHaat, AgroStar, Ninjacart)

Key skills: Data analysis, precision farming, IoT, digital agriculture platforms

■ Agronomist / Farm Manager Rs 4–10 LPA

Sector: Corporate farms, seed companies, FMCGs

Key skills: Crop management, yield optimisation, agrochemicals, harvest planning

■ Quality Control / Food Safety Officer Rs 4–9 LPA

Sector: Food processing companies (ITC, Britannia, HUL)

Key skills: FSSAI norms, food testing, quality assurance, lab analysis

■ Supply Chain / Commodity Manager Rs 5–12 LPA

Sector: Commodity trading, NCDEX, agri exports

Key skills: Commodity pricing, logistics, warehouse management, trade finance

■ Plant Pathologist / Entomologist Rs 5–10 LPA

Sector: Seed companies, pesticide firms, R&D; labs

Key skills: Pest identification, crop disease management, product testing

■ Agri Business Consultant / MBA Agri Rs 8–20 LPA

Sector: Consulting firms, NABARD, World Bank projects

Key skills: Rural finance, policy, agri value chain, project management
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Higher Education After B.Sc. Agriculture

Course Duration Top institutes Career outcome

M.Sc. Agriculture
(specialisation)

2 years
IARI Delhi, BHU, PAU Ludhiana, BAU
Sabour

Scientist, lecturer, senior agronomist

MBA in Agri-Business
Management

2 years IARI, IRMA Anand, MANAGE Hyderabad
Agri-business manager, commodity
analyst, consultant

Ph.D. in Agriculture 3–5 years IARI, ICAR institutes, SAUs
ICAR scientist, university faculty, top
researcher

M.Sc. Food Technology 2 years CFTRI Mysore, IIT Kharagpur, NIFTEM
Food safety officer, R&D;, quality control
manager

B.Tech Agricultural
Engineering

4 years IITs, COA institutes
Farm machinery, irrigation engineering,
precision farming

PG Diploma
Agri-Journalism

1 year IARI, ICAR, journalism institutes
Agricultural journalism, content, govt
communication

Agriculture Salary Snapshot — India 2026

Experience level Government sector Private / Agri-Tech Research (ICAR/SAU)

Entry (0–2 years) Rs 3–5 LPA Rs 3–8 LPA Rs 4–6 LPA (JRF/SRF stipend)

Mid (3–7 years) Rs 5–10 LPA Rs 6–15 LPA Rs 7–12 LPA (Scientist B/C)

Senior (8–15 years) Rs 9–16 LPA Rs 12–25 LPA Rs 12–20 LPA (Scientist D+)

Top level (15+ years) Rs 14–25 LPA+ Rs 20–50 LPA+ Rs 20–35 LPA (Principal Sci.)

Agriculture career guide — Shiksha.com

Salary · scope · job roles · top agriculture colleges in India

>> shiksha.com/science/agriculture-career-chp

BCECE Agriculture college cutoff 2026

BAU Sabour & affiliated colleges — rank wise guide

>> shiksha.com/science/bcece-exam

Salary data is indicative based on Shiksha.com industry surveys and public sector pay scales (7th CPC). Actual compensation depends on employer,
location, specialisation and individual performance.
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