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Executive Summary of Trends 
 

1.​ High Demand for Computing Disciplines: Computer-related fields dominate the TNEA landscape. In 59.7% of all 
unique colleges (166 out of 278), a computer-related branch is the single most selective course. 

2.​ Concentration of Elite Choices: Selectivity is extremely steep at the top. Only 4 colleges require a minimum rank under 
1,000 to gain entry. The vast majority of colleges (82.4%) have their minimum entry rank concentrated between 10,000 
and 40,000. 

3.​ Broader Round 1 Availability: While top-tier institutions close their admissions at very low ranks, the Round 1 data 
spans a wide spectrum, with last ranks extending up to 98,945 for specific branches. 

 

Extreme Selectivity at the Top Tier 
 
The highest level of competition is concentrated in a select few institutions. The top 4 colleges that demand sub-1000 ranks 
for their premier courses are: 
 

1.​ College of Engineering, Anna University: Minimum last rank of 28 for B.E. in Computer Science and Engineering. 
2.​ PSGCT Coimbatore: Minimum last rank of 334 for B.E. in Electronics and Communication Engineering. 
3.​ Madras Institute of Technology, Anna University: Minimum last rank of 365 for B.E. in Computer Science and 

Engineering. 
4.​ Annamalai University: Minimum last rank of 372 for B.E. in Civil and Structural Engineering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Computer Science & Engineering (CSE) Remains the Premier Choice 
 

1.​ The Ultimate Top Choice: Out of 278 unique colleges, CSE (Core) is the single most selective course in 84 colleges 
(30.2%). 

2.​ Head-to-Head with ECE: In a direct comparison across the 143 colleges that offer both CSE (Core) and ECE, CSE 
(Core) is more selective in 90 colleges (63%). 

3.​ Core vs Specialisations: Core CSE remains the preferred choice over newer specialisations. The overall median last 
rank for CSE (Core) is 32,410, which is slightly more competitive than AI & DS (median 33,136). 

 
Detailed College Rank Brackets from Previous Year 
 
Colleges can be grouped into distinct tiers based on the minimum Round 1 last rank required to get into their most selective 
course: 

1.​ Top 1000 Tier (4 Colleges): Ultra-elite institutions (e.g., College of Engineering, Anna University; PSGCT Coimbatore). 
2.​ 1000 – 5000 Tier (17 Colleges): Highly premium institutions (e.g., Shiv Nadar University, Coimbatore Institute of 

Technology). 
3.​ 5000 – 10000 Tier (28 Colleges): Premium competitive institutions. 
4.​ 10000 – 20000 Tier (69 Colleges): Mid-High competitive institutions. 
5.​ 20000 – 30000 Tier (86 Colleges): Core Mid-tier institutions (the largest cluster of colleges). 
6.​ 30000 – 40000 Tier (73 Colleges): Mid-Low tier institutions. 
7.​ Above 40000 Tier (1 College): New Prince Shri Bhavani College of Engineering and Technology. 

 
TNEA 2026 Choice Filling Guide 
 

1.​ Locking in Top-Tier CSE: If your rank is under 400, your primary focus should be the core CSE programs at Anna 
University (CEG) or MIT. 

2.​ Leveraging Specialisations as a Buffer: Look to add AI & DS or CSE Specialisations (Cyber Security, Data Science) as 
they have a median cutoff that is roughly 600 to 700 ranks more accessible than CSE Core. 

3.​ The ECE Strategy: Since ECE is more accessible than CSE Core in 63% of colleges, listing ECE at a higher-tier college 
right after CSE Core is a safer and highly rewarding strategy. 

4.​ Navigating the Mid-Tier: With 155 colleges in the 10,000–30,000 rank bracket, ensure you list choices in strict order of 
personal preference rather than relying solely on minor rank differences. 
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