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Draw every day without fail. Sketch basic items, human body, shapes, and
expressions. Work on perspective and proportion — master 1-point, 2-point, and
3-point perspective drawing. Improve line quality and shading. Practice freehand
straight lines, circles, and curves consistently.

Build your knowledge of static GK for design — famous designers, artworks, Indian
art & culture, monuments, textiles, and fibres. Combine this with current affairs in
design, architecture, and fashion to stay relevant in the exam.

Take full-length mock tests under timed conditions. Mock tests help overcome exam
fear, reveal weak areas, and are the best way to develop time management skills.
Analyse every mock test after completion to track improvement.

This is the single most important step. Past papers reveal the exact pattern and type
of questions asked — you discover the most repetitive and frequently tested topics.
Solve at least 5 years of papers for each exam you are targeting.

Understand core design principles: balance, contrast, rhythm and movement,
proportion and scale, and pattern. Practice applying these principles — for example,
creating a textile pattern inspired by a peacock using all five principles together.

Many DAT exams ask sequential drawing questions. Practice drawing comic strips
and storyboards. Example tasks: Show a person making instant noodles in 4 frames;
show a seed growing into a tree and then a wooden chair in 5 frames. Develop visual
storytelling fluency.

Dedicate time to visual reasoning. Solve puzzles involving paper folding (origami), 3D
block counting, pattern recognition, and object rotations. These directly map to the
analytical section of most DAT exams.

Train your eye to observe everything around you — leaves, traffic, people, and notice
fine details. Study scenes at hospitals, airports, railway stations, and markets. This
habit directly strengthens imaginative drawing and real-world sketching in the exam.
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How to Prepare for
Design Aptitude Test (DAT)

 

■ Focus on
Design GK

■ Solve Visual
Reasoning
Puzzles

 ■ Practice
Sketching Daily

■ Take Mock
Tests Regularly

■ Storyboarding
& Sequential
Drawing

■ Solve Previous
Years' Papers

■ Study Basic
Design Principles

 ■ Observe
Everyday Objects

Design Aptitude Test (DAT) is an entrance test conducted by design institutes to assess a candidate's
creativity, visual thinking, problem-solving, analytical, and logical skills. It evaluates design sense
through questions on drawing, sketching, model-making, visualisation, and spatial reasoning — testing core
areas like Creativity & Imagination, Observation Skills, Visual & Spatial Ability, Problem Solving, and General
Design Awareness.

A complete preparation guide by Shiksha.com Education Consultants for aspirants targeting NID, NIFT, UCEED,
CEED, Pearl Academy, UID, IIAD, SEED, and other design entrance exams.

Design Aptitude Test — Complete Topic List

8 Proven Ways to Prepare for Design Aptitude Test
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Different design entrance exams test aptitude differently. Here's a quick reference:

The following topics are tested across Design Aptitude Tests for NID, NIFT, UCEED, CEED, Pearl Academy, IIAD,
UID, SEED, and other design entrance exams:

Exam

NID DAT

NIFT CAT

UCEED Part B

CEED Part B

Pearl Academy

UID DAT

IIAD

SEED

Week 1–2

Topic Area 1

Design Outline for Beginners

Stages with DAT

Topic Area 2

Colour Terminology

Key Focus Areas

Basic drawing techniques
• Line quality, shading, perspective
• Geometric shapes & forms
• Design principles (balance, contrast, proportion)

Topic Area 3

Inspiration & Design Development

Mood, Theme & Colour Inter-relationship Design Theory

Natural & Geometrical Form Innovation in Design

Lettering Optical Illusion

Colour Psychology & Optical Illusions Form & Function

Theme Development Creative Thinking & Writing

Visual Logic Good Design vs Bad Design

Use of Measurements, Scale & Proportions   Optical Illusion

Developing Themes & Colour Associations Inspiration & Creativity

Memory Drawing Usage of Colour in Compositions

Exercises on Imagination Lateral Thinking

Presentation Techniques Imagination & Doodling

Graphics & Pictograms Innovation & Creation

Developing Observation Spatial Reasoning

Elements & Principles of Design

Principles of Composition

Understanding Light & Shade

Colour, Pattern & Texture

Picture Analysis

Drawing Fundamentals

Foreshortening & Perspective

Ornaments & Motifs

Expression & Emotion

Story Pictures

3D Visualisation

Design Awareness

Sequential Drawing

Objective + Drawing and Situation Test           High emphasis on creativity, 3D thinking, drawing from memory

Creative Ability Test + Situation Test (B.Des) Fashion sketching, fabric handling, 3D model making

2 Drawing questions (subjective) Product sketching, visual narrative, design thinking

Sketching + Written design tasks Advanced design problem solving, concept ideation

Creative Aptitude Test + Interview Observation, drawing, design awareness, originality

Written + Studio Test Product design sketching, spatial reasoning, GK

Drawing Test + Portfolio + Interview Object drawing, perspective, design sensibility

Written + Studio Aptitude Visualisation, pattern, GK, creative sketching

Recommended 8-Week DAT Preparation Plan

DAT in Major Design Entrance Exams — What to Expect
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Papers

Mock Tests &
Revision

Advanced Skills
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■ Shiksha.com Consultant's Note: The Design Aptitude Test rewards consistent daily practice over last-minute cramming.
Start your sketchbook habit from Day 1 — carry it everywhere and sketch at least 5–10 objects daily. For top exams like NID
and UCEED, start at least 12 months in advance. For exams like Pearl Academy and IIAD, 6 months of focused preparation
is sufficient. Combine drawing practice with design awareness and GK for a balanced score across all DAT components. For
personalised design entrance coaching and college guidance, visit shiksha.com/design.
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Week 7

Week 8

Week 3–4

Week 5–6 Human figure drawing & expressions
• Storyboarding & sequential drawing
• Memory drawing practice
• Colour theory and composition
• 3D visualisation

Full-length mock tests every 2 days
• Analyse and correct weak areas
• Revise all design principles and topics
• Light sketching daily — maintain fluency

Solve 5+ years of papers for your target exam
• Identify weak areas
• Focus on most frequently tested topics
• Practice within time limits

Visual puzzles daily (paper folding, block counting)
• Pattern recognition
• Design GK: Indian art, textiles, famous designers
• Static GK + current affairs in design
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	Week 1–2
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	Basic drawing techniques • Line quality, shading, perspective • Geometric shapes & forms • Design principles (balance, contrast, proportion)
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