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There are various MBA entrance exams conducted by top MBA colleges in India. OJEE is a

popular exam taken by over 1 lakh students every year. This comprehensive guide details the

key differences and similarities between OJEE and leading national management tests like CAT,

CMAT, and XAT to help candidates make informed choices based on preparation levels, target

colleges, and career goals.

Many  MBA entrance  exams  are  accepted  by  the  top  B-Schools  in  India  for  admission  to  management

courses. While CAT remains the primary choice for most aspirants owing to its widespread acceptance across

the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and premier private entities, it  is by no means the only option

available.  OJEE  (Odisha  Joint  Entrance  Examination) serves  as  a  robust  regional  gateway,  widely

accepted by the finest management institutions within the state of Odisha.

What is OJEE?

OJEE or  Odisha  JEE is  a  state-level  entrance  exam conducted  annually  by  the  OJEE Cell.  It  governs

admission  to  a  wide  spectrum of  undergraduate  and  postgraduate  professional  streams  including  MBA,

BTech,  MCA,  BPharma,  MPharma,  BCAT,  and  Integrated  programs.  Evaluating  candidates  on  numerical

aptitude, reasoning capability, verbal skills, and general domain awareness, the examination transitioned to a

fully automated Computer Based Test (CBT) format to maintain systemic efficiency.

Top Colleges Accepting OJEE Scores 2026

Upon securing competitive percentiles in OJEE 2026, candidates qualify for counseling and seat allocation

across more than 100 regional centers, including prominent universities such as:

Utkal University

Biju Patnaik University of Technology (BPUT)

Gandhi Institute of Technology

Institute of Business and Computer Studies (IBCS)

OJEE vs CAT 2026

The Common Admission Test (CAT) stands out as India's toughest management entrance test.  Accepted

across 1,600+ premier institutions countrywide (including all IIMs, FMS, IITs, and SPJIMR), CAT operates on a

national  level  scale,  whereas  OJEE  focuses  strictly  on  regional  allocations.  The  syllabus  complexity,

competitive pressure, and structural evaluation metrics differ sharply between the two.
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Details OJEE 2026 CAT 2026

Mode of Exam Computer-Based Test (CBT) Online CBT Mode

Number of Questions Varies by course framework:

MBA / BPharma: 120

Integrated MTech / MArch: 90

Integrated MBA / MPharma / BCAT:

60

68 Questions

Exam Duration 2 Hours for MBA, MCA, LE BTech,

MTech, MArch

3 Hours for BPharm

1 Hour for Integrated MBA, MPharm 

120 Minutes (2 Hours)

Marking Scheme +4 for correct answers; -1 for incorrect

answer

+3 for correct answers; -1 for incorrect

answers

Type of Questions Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs) Multiple-Choice (MCQs) and Non-MCQ

Type (TITA)

Sectional Time Limit No sectional restriction; free navigation

permitted

Yes (40 minutes fixed per section)

Core Sections Quantitative Techniques

Verbal Reasoning and Comprehension

Analytical & Logical Reasoning

General Awareness & Business

Fundamentals

Verbal Ability & Reading Comprehension

(VARC)

Data Interpretation & Logical Reasoning

(DILR)

Quantitative Aptitude (QA)

Difficulty Level Easy to Moderate Moderate to Highly Difficult

Target Institutions State-aided and Private colleges in

Odisha

IIM Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Calcutta,

Indore, Lucknow, Rohtak, Ranchi, and

top-tier national B-Schools.

Strategic  Takeaway: The  fundamental  differentiator  lies  in  structural  difficulty  and  target

demographics.  While  CAT requires  advanced  conceptual  application  in  mathematics  and  complex

logical  patterns under strict  sectional  time-boxes, OJEE primarily  rewards baseline proficiency and

general aptitude. CAT leads to national leadership placement pipelines, whereas OJEE presents a

more targeted, accessible pathway within Odisha.
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OJEE vs CMAT 2026

The Common Management Admission Test (CMAT), organized by the National Testing Agency (NTA), is a

national-level evaluation tool that provides access to over 1,000 AICTE-approved institutions across India.

Prominent entities accepting CMAT include K.J. Somaiya, Great Lakes Institute of Management, Goa Institute

of Management, and Jaipuria Institute of Management.

Details OJEE 2026 CMAT 2026

Mode of Exam Computer-Based Test (CBT) Online CBT Mode

Total Questions 120 Questions (MBA Framework) 100 Questions

Exam Duration 2 Hours (120 Minutes) 3 Hours (180 Minutes)

Marking Scheme +4 for correct answers; -1 for incorrect

answer

+4 for correct answers; -1 for incorrect

answer

Sectional Time Limit No Sectional Timer Yes

Core Sections Quantitative Techniques

Verbal Reasoning and Comprehension

Analytical & Logical Reasoning

General Awareness & Business

Fundamentals

Quantitative Techniques & Data

Interpretation

Logical Reasoning

Language Comprehension

General Awareness

Innovation & Entrepreneurship

Difficulty Level Easy to Moderate Moderate

While both tests maintain a moderate difficulty setting, CMAT poses an extra challenge by testing advanced

topics in Quantitative Analysis and introducing a unique section focused on  Innovation & Entrepreneurship.

Aspirants unsure of geographical preferences find greater flexibility via CMAT, whereas those seeking focused

admission setups in Odisha benefit from prioritizing OJEE.

OJEE vs XAT 2026

The Xavier Aptitude Test (XAT) is managed by XLRI Jamshedpur and is universally acknowledged as one of

India's most uniquely structured management entrance exams, accepted by over 1,100 institutions. Known for

its distinct evaluation sections like Decision Making and unique marking penalties, it demands deep strategic

planning.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Shiksha Management Series • E-Book 4



Details OJEE 2026 XAT 2026

Total Questions 120 Questions (MBA) 96 Questions

Exam Duration 2 Hours (120 Minutes) 3 Hours (180 Minutes)

Marking Scheme +4 for correct; -1 for incorrect +1 for correct answer;

-0.25 for incorrect answer;

-0.10 for consecutive unattempted

questions (>8);

No negative marking in GK section. 

Core Sections Quantitative Techniques

Verbal Reasoning & Comprehension

Analytical & Logical Reasoning

General Awareness & Business

Fundamentals

Decision Making

Verbal & Logical Ability

Quantitative Ability & Data Interpretation

General Knowledge

Difficulty Level Easy to Moderate Moderate to Highly Difficult

XAT stands as an entry point for flagship programs at XLRI and other top B-schools across the country. The

inclusion of the Decision Making section requires candidates to analyze practical business case studies, a

factor completely absent from OJEE's simpler syllabus. OJEE offers a reliable fallback strategy, offering a

direct, high-probability admission path into regional colleges with solid employment outcomes.

Recommended Reference Reading

To  further  streamline  your  preparation  mapping,  please  consult  the  official  Shiksha  knowledge

repositories:

OJEE Preparation Guide 2026: Essential core topic distributions & sample tracking.

CAT & XAT Syllabus Matrices: Advanced shortcuts for data structures and quantitative logic.

Top 20 MBA Entrance Exams: Annual nationwide tracker across AICTE and government updates.
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