KEAM 2026
Option Registration &
Counselling Masterclass

A comprehensive data-driven guide to navigating the
Centralised Allotment Process (CAP) using the official 2025
Phase 1 & Phase 2 Last Rank Cutoffs.

Engineering Aspirants (Kerala)

CEE Kerala P1 & P2 Final Last Rank Datasets



The Centralised Allotment Process (CAP) conducted by the Commissioner for Entrance Examinations
(CEE), Kerala, for the academic year 2026 is a highly structured, single-window online system for
allocation of Engineering seats across Government, Government-Aided, and Private Self-Financing
colleges. Success in KEAM is not merely a function of your entrance rank; it depends heavily on how
scientifically and strategicially you build your option list.

| Key Dates for KEAM 2026 Phase 1

Candidates must adhere strictly to the schedule released by CEE Kerala. Missing deadlines will
permanently disqualify you from the allotment pipeline.

Milestone Event Timeline / Deadlines Operational Impact
Option Registration July 2 to July 6, 2026 Candidates log in and submit choices. Portal locks
Window (4:00 PM) automatically at the deadline.
Trial Allotment Simulated allotment based on initial choices. Provides a
. July 5, 2026 _ .
Publication chance to edit options.
Provisional Allotment First actual baseline calculation of seat matrix
. July 7, 2026 )
List assignments.

Final Phase 1

July 8, 2026 Official Phase 1 binding allotment results.
Allotment
Fee Remittance & Mandatory payment of token fee via Online/Post Office
L July 9 to July 12, 2026
Admission to secure the seat.

CRITICAL REQUIREMENT: Option Registration Fee

To participate in the option entry process for 2026, all qualified candidates must remit an option
registration fee of Rs. 2,000 to CEE via online payment gateways or designated Head Post Offices in
Kerala. This fee is fully adjusted against your caution deposit/tuition fee upon securing admission. If
you are not allotted any seat, it is entirely refunded; however, if you are allotted a seat and fail to take
admission, it is treated as a penalty and forfeited.

2. The Logic of Option Registration & "Higher
Options” Rules

Many candidates mistakenly assume that the online portal evaluates options in a chronological order that
limits their choices. CEE uses an automated algorithmic optimization where your rank is processed
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sequentially. The software looks at your 1st preference; if a seat is available based on your merit and
category, it locks it. If not, it checks your 2nd choice, then 3rd, and so on.

I The Dangerous Trap: The Higher Options Mechanism

When an allotment is made (e.g., your 4th preference), the system automatically performs a structural
clean-up:

* Options 1, 2, and 3 are retained as Higher Options. They remain active for subsequent phases.

» Option 4 is your current temporary seat allotment. You must pay the fee to maintain it.

» Options 5 and below are permanently deleted by the algorithm. They can never be recovered in
Round 2.

THE CARDINAL RULE

Never register a choice that you like less than a lower one. For instance, if you place a college you
dislike as Option #12 and a college you love as Option #13, and the system allots you Option #12,
your favorite college (Option #13) is wiped out forever. Your preference list must reflect your true
desire, not your perceived chances.

3. Data-Driven Analysis of 2025 Last Ranks

To build an optimal strategy, we must analyze the data from last year's official releases: Phase 1
(p1\_last\_rank\_final.pdf) and Phase 2 (last\_rank\_engg\ p2\_final.pdf). Below is a deep structural analysis
of top-tier Government and Government-Aided institutions across the state, examining how State Merit
(SM) closing positions mutated between the two critical rounds.
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Table 3.1: Computer Science & Engineering (CSE) Ranks Breakdown

S Phase 1 Last Phase 2 Last Net
Institution Name

Rank (SM) Rank (SM) Shift (A)

College of Engineering,
TVE . GOVT 343 482 +139
Thiruvananthapuram (CET)

Government Engineering College,

TCR GovT N 721 41
Thrissur - ¥
TKM  TKM College of Engineering, Kollam m 1,050 1,196 +146
Mar Athanasius College of

MAC Ahanasi 2 B 140 1,593 +143
Engineering, Kothamangalam
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Technology,

KTE ) % %A 1,800 1,988 +188

Kottayam

Table 3.2: Electronics & Communication Engineering (ECE) Ranks Breakdown

. Phase 1 Last Phase 2 Last Net
Institution Name Type .
Rank (SM) Rank (SM) Shift (A)

College of Engi ing,

TVE e gineering 598 730 +132
Thiruvananthapuram (CET)
Government Engineering College,

TCR _ . 2ol Nd 1,150 1,327 +177
Thrissur

TKM  TKM College of Engineering, Kollam m 1,700 1,910 +210

TRV GEC Barton Hill, Thiruvananthapuram 2,500 2,993 +493
Mar Athanasius College of

MAC o 9 @ 2,700 3,014 +314
Engineering, Kothamangalam

Key Data Observations & Trends

1. The CSE Congestion: Computer Science and Engineering commands the highest premium. In
competitive colleges like GEC Thrissur (TCR), the last rank barely moved between Phase 1 and Phase 2
(only +41 spots). This signals absolute saturation; very few students surrender CSE spots once allocated.

2. Core Branch Fluidity: Core or circuital branches like Electronics & Communication (ECE) or
Mechanical Engineering present a much wider delta (A). For example, GEC Barton Hill (TRV) ECE
witnessed an upward shift of nearly 500 ranks in Phase 2. This happens because students drop core
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branches when they obtain specialized computer science courses in private/self-financing or national
institutes (like NITs/IITs) during parallel JOSAA rounds.
Category Abbreviations Reference Guide

When verifying the official PDFs, remember that cutoffs are segmented into rigorous community-based
parameters. Ensure you match your specific reservation code:

» SM: State Merit (Open Competition) » LA: Latin Catholics & Anglo-Indians

* EZ: Ezhava / Thiyya / Billava * EW: Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
* MU: Muslim Community Quota » SC: Scheduled Castes

* BH: Backward Hindu Communities * ST: Scheduled Tribes

4. The Three-Tier Strategy Formulation

To insulate yourself from yearly rank inflation or unexpected shifts in student preferences, you must
implement the Three-Tier Option Allocation Strategy. Do not just enter 5 or 10 choices. You should map
an extensive list ranging between 30 to 70 options depending on your rank range.

Tier 1: The "Dream" Tier (Ambitious Choices) [20% of your list]

These are options where the 2025 last rank is higher/more competitive than your actual rank. Enter
colleges where you fall short by 10% to 30% of their last year's requirements. If lucky due to a
localized drop in demand or increased seats, you might secure it. There is absolutely zero penalty for
putting ambitious choices at the top.

Tier 2: The "Probable" Tier (Realistic Choices) [50% of your list]

This forms the operational baseline of your strategy. These are colleges and programs where your
2026 rank directly overlaps with the 2025 Phase 1 and Phase 2 closing boundaries. You have a 50%
to 80% statistical likelihood of acquiring a seat here.

Tier 3: The "Safe" Tier (Insurance Policy) [30% of your list]

These are options that you are 100% guaranteed to crack. The 2025 closing ranks for these entries
should be significantly lower (numerically larger) than your rank. This ensures you do not emerge
from Phase 1 without a seat, protecting your morale and establishing a safety net.
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5. Step-by-Step Practical Student Case Studies

Let us explore how real students should arrange their choices using concrete data configurations based on
the 2025 thresholds.

I Case Study 1: The High Ranker

Student Profile: Rank 500 | Category: SM (General State Merit) | Primary Preference: Computer Science
or Electronics.

This student has an exceptional rank, but a reckless layout could still ruin their chances. They want CSE
but should safeguard themselves with high-end ECE.

2025 P2

College Name Branch Rank Strategic Classification & Justification

CET Trivandrum Tier 1 (Ambitious): Close to current rank. High
1 CSE 482 o

(TVE) priority dream.

GEC Thrissur Tier 2 (Highly Probable): Your rank (500) is safer
2 CSE 721

(TCR) than 721.

CET Trivandrum Tier 2 (Safe/Preferred Core): Top college core
3 ECE 730 o

(TVE) over mid-tier CSE.

Tier 3 (Absolute Safety): Absolute fallback

4 TKM Kollam (TKM) CSE 1196

cushion.

I Case Study 2: The Mid-Tier Ranker

Student Profile: Rank 2,200 | Category: MU (Muslim Quota) | Primary Preference: Circuital Branches.

This candidate falls outside the threshold for top-tier CSE in CET or GEC Thrissur under State Merit, but
can comfortably land premium seats if they leverage their category parameters and use a balanced mix.
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2025 SM / MU

College Name Branch Strategic Justification
Ranks
1 GEC Thrissur (TCR) CSE 721 (SM) Tier 1 (Dream): Highly unlikely but safe to try.
TKM College, 1196 (SM) / . . .
2 CSE Tier 1 (Reach): Ambitious but worth testing.
Kollam 1410 (MU)
3 MACE CSE 1593 (SM) / Tier 2 (Probable via Category): Strong
Kothamangalam 1850 (MU) chance of conversion.
. 1327 (SM) / Tier 2 (Realistic alternative): Excellent
4 GEC Thrissur (TCR) ECE
1620 (MU) brand value core.
1988 (SM) / Tier 2 (Perfect Realistic Match): Expected
5 RIT Kottayam (KTE) CSE
2310 (MU) sweet spot.
5 TKM College, ECE 1910 (SM) / Tier 3 (Highly Secure Safeguard): Will
Kollam 2450 (MU) definitely convert.
MACE Tier 3 (Ironclad Backup): Complete
7 ECE 3014 (SM) , . -
Kothamangalam protection against volatility.

6. Pro-Tips and Pitfalls to Avoid in 2026

1. Do Not Rely Blindsidedly on the Trial Allotment

The Trial Allotment on July 5, 2026, is based *only* on the choices entered up to that specific morning.
Thousands of high-ranking students do not submit their options until the absolute final evening (July 6).
Therefore, a trial allotment that shows you a "confirmed seat" in CET can drastically collapse in the actual
Phase 1 allocation. Treat the trial allotment as an operational dry-run of the software interface, never as a
guaranteed forecast.

2. The Fee Payment Trap

If you get allotted any seat in Phase 1 (even if it's your 30th option), you MUST pay the required token fee
within the specified dates (July 9-12). Failure to remit this amount will result in the immediate cancellation
of your allotment, and your entire account profile will be purged from subsequent counselling rounds.
Paying the fee does not mean you must join that college immediately; it merely holds the option line open
while your higher options are re-evaluated in Phase 2.

3. Rearranging Higher Options

Between Phase 1 and Phase 2, CEE provides a brief window to modify choices. You are strictly forbidden
from adding *new* options that were not on your initial list. However, you can delete higher options or
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change their vertical order. Carefully re-examine your strategy during this window based on the actual
closing matrix released at the end of Phase 1.
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