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SBI PO Preparation Tips 2026
Complete Expert Guide | State Bank of India — Probationary Officer Exam

Parameter Details

Exam SBI PO 2026 — Probationary Officer Recruitment

Conducted by State Bank of India (SBI)

Stages Stage 1: Prelims | Stage 2: Mains (Objective + Descriptive) | Stage 3: Interview

Prelims 100 Questions | 3 Sections | 1 Hour duration

Mains 157 Questions + 2 Descriptive | 250 Marks | 3.5 Hours

Negative Marking
¼ mark deducted per wrong answer in Objective Test | No penalty for blank

answers

General Preparation Tips — How to Crack SBI PO 2026

To prepare for the SBI PO exam, candidates must be thorough with the syllabus and exam pattern. Building

a structured timetable, improving speed under timed conditions, and practising descriptive writing are

essential habits. The eight proven tips below cover the complete preparation strategy for both Prelims and

Mains.

1 Revise Previous Years' Question Papers

Focus on the revision of critical topics with maximum weightage in the SBI PO Prelims exam. Previous years'

papers reveal the pattern of frequently asked questions and help you prioritise topics that carry higher marks.

Attempt at least the last 5 years' papers under timed conditions.

2 Revise with Short Video Tutorials

A large number of video tutorials are available online for bank exam preparation. Short tutorials are highly

effective for rapid revision of formulas, grammar rules, and reasoning tricks. Use them in the final 2–3 weeks

to consolidate concepts quickly before the exam.

3 Analyse Mock Tests Thoroughly

Take sectional and full-length mock tests regularly throughout your preparation. In the final phase, reduce the

number of new mock tests and focus on analysing previous ones deeply. Identify weak areas, track accuracy

trends, and work specifically on improving those areas.
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4 Be Clear with Core Concepts

The SBI PO syllabus is of graduation level, but basic concepts from Class 10–12 textbooks are sufficient for

Quantitative Aptitude and Grammar. Never skip concept clarity — without it, shortcuts will not be reliable and

you will make errors under pressure.

5 Learn and Apply Shortcuts

Time management is critical in SBI PO because of sectional timing. Learn shortcuts for simplifications, DI

calculations, and grammar rules. Shortcuts help you attempt maximum questions in the least possible time

and improve your overall score significantly.

6 Increase Daily Practice

Practice with more sectional tests and attempt at least one full-length mock test every day as the exam

approaches. Always practise on a computer to simulate actual exam conditions — this reduces

interface-related anxiety on exam day and improves your typing speed for the descriptive test.

7 Avoid Guesswork — Negative Marking Applies

SBI PO has a penalty of ¼ mark for every wrong answer in the objective section. Do not guess randomly.

Only attempt questions you are reasonably confident about. Unanswered questions carry zero penalty —

leaving a question is always safer than a random guess.

8 Attempt Questions Strategically

While attempting the exam, do not get stuck on any single question. If a question is unclear or taking too long,

move on and come back later. Be especially careful with puzzle-based and circular arrangement questions in

Reasoning — they are time-intensive and need a calm approach.

Section-wise Preparation Plan

Each section of SBI PO demands a distinct preparation strategy. The subject-specific guides below outline

what to focus on, what to avoid, and which topics carry the most weight for both Prelims and Mains.

■ SBI PO Preparation for English Language

Questions in the Prelims are easier than in Mains. Brush up on grammar rules and expand your vocabulary by

reading English newspapers daily. Focus on Reading Comprehension, Error Spotting, Cloze Tests, Para

Jumbles, and Fill-in-the-Blanks. English is one of the highest-scoring sections if prepared consistently —

small daily habits over weeks make a significant difference.
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■ SBI PO Preparation for Reasoning Ability

The Reasoning section offers strong score-maximisation opportunities. Focus on Symbols, Puzzles (Linear

Arrangements, Circular Arrangements, Distribution and Comparison). These question types test a candidate's

ability to follow complex instructions under time pressure. Input-Output and Data Sufficiency are primarily

Mains topics — but candidates must stay alert as they may appear in Prelims too. Practice timed puzzle sets

daily.

■ SBI PO Preparation for Quantitative Aptitude

Pay close attention to Simplifications, Approximations, Missing and Wrong Number Series, Data Interpretation

(DI), and Quadratic Comparisons. Questions are very logical and calculation-heavy. Practice DI sets —

tables, bar graphs, pie charts, and caselets — daily. Learn Vedic maths or standard shortcuts for speedy

calculation. Accuracy matters more than speed in this section.

■ SBI PO Preparation for Computer Aptitude (Mains only)

Focus on computer basics, operating systems fundamentals, input-output devices, LAN and WAN networking

concepts, storage devices, and Basic MS Office applications (Word, Excel, PowerPoint). The Computer

Aptitude section is clubbed with Reasoning in Mains (60 marks combined). It is largely factual and can be

mastered with 2–3 weeks of focused revision.

■ SBI PO Preparation for General / Economy / Banking Awareness

Read national and financial newspapers daily and watch banking & economy news. Focus on Indian

Economy, Banking Awareness, RBI guidelines, government schemes, Union Budget, Agriculture, Sports,

Awards & Honours, Indian Constitution, and Marketing concepts. Banking terminologies (RTGS, NEFT,

REPO rate, CRR, SLR, etc.) are essential and frequently tested. Maintain a monthly current affairs notes file

to revise efficiently.

■■ Descriptive Test Reminder (Mains): The Mains includes a 30-minute Descriptive Test — Letter Writing

and Essay Writing — worth 50 marks. Practise writing 250–300 word essays and formal letters daily. Focus on

structure, clarity, grammar, and relevance to current banking topics. This section has NO negative marking.

SBI PO 2026 Exam Pattern

The SBI PO exam consists of three stages: Prelims, Mains, and Interview. The Prelims is qualifying in

nature (marks not counted in final merit). The Mains marks and Interview together determine the final

selection.

Prelims Exam Pattern
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Subject No. of Questions Marks Duration

English Language 30 100 20 Minutes

Quantitative Aptitude 35 — 20 Minutes

Reasoning Ability 35 — 20 Minutes

Total 100 — 1 Hour

Mains Exam Pattern

Subject Questions Marks Duration

Reasoning & Computer Aptitude 45 60 60 Minutes

Data Analysis & Interpretation 35 60 45 Minutes

General / Economy / Banking Awareness 40 40 35 Minutes

English Language (Objective) 35 40 40 Minutes

English Language — Letter Writing &
Essay

2 50 30 Minutes

Total 157 250 3.5 Hours

■ Marking Scheme: +1 mark for every correct answer in the objective test. −¼ mark (negative marking) for

every wrong answer in the objective test. No negative marking for the Descriptive Test. No penalty for

unattempted/blank questions — leaving a question is always better than guessing.

Best Books for SBI PO 2026

Choosing the right books is crucial. Select books that align with the official syllabus, are simple to

understand, and include solved examples and practice sets. The following titles are recommended by experts

and used by successful SBI PO candidates:

■ Reasoning: A Modern Approach to Verbal Reasoning — R.S. Aggarwal

■ Reasoning: Analytical Reasoning — M.K. Pandey

■ Reasoning: A New Approach to Reasoning Verbal and Non-Verbal — B.S. Sijwali & Indu Sijwali

■ English: High School English Grammar and Composition — Wren & Martin

■ English: Objective General English — S.P. Bakshi

■ Banking Awareness: Handbook of Banking Information — N.S. Toor
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■ General Knowledge: Manorama Year Book (latest edition)

■ General Knowledge: Lucent General Knowledge

■ Quantitative Aptitude: Quantitative Aptitude for Competitive Examinations — R.S. Aggarwal

■ Quantitative Aptitude: Shortcuts in Quantitative Aptitude with 4 eBooks — Disha Experts

■ Quantitative Aptitude: Bank PO Quantitative Aptitude Chapterwise Solved Papers — Arihant Experts

■ Final Preparation Checklist: ✔ Syllabus covered ✔ Mock tests analysed ✔ Shortcuts practised ✔

Newspaper reading habit built ✔ Previous year papers revised ✔ Descriptive writing practised ✔ Negative

marking strategy decided ✔ Computer practice done

This guide is prepared by Shiksha.com for SBI PO 2026 aspirants. For official notifications, admit cards, results, and cut-offs, always

refer to the official SBI website (sbi.co.in). For more banking exam resources, visit shiksha.com/sarkari-exams/banking.


