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1. Executive Summary & Institutional Scope

This  comparative  guide  outlines  the  structural,  administrative,  and  academic  differences  between  the

Common  Admission  Test  (CAT)  and  the  Xavier  General  Management  Aptitude  Test  (XGMT).  Both

assessments serve as entry criteria for post-graduate management programs in India, yet their institutional

acceptance and scale differ significantly.

1.1 Common Admission Test (CAT)

CAT is a national-level examination administered annually by the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) on a

rotational basis.  It  serves as the primary screening mechanism for all  21 IIMs, alongside top-tier non-IIM

institutions  including  FMS  Delhi,  SPJIMR  Mumbai,  MDI  Gurgaon,  and  the  Department  of  Management

Studies across various IITs.  Total  annual  participation ranges between 300,000 and 350,000 candidates,

making it one of the most competitive management entrance assessments globally.

1.2 Xavier General Management Aptitude Test (XGMT)

XGMT is a university-specific entrance examination conducted exclusively by XIM University, Bhubaneswar.

The examination is designed to select candidates for specialized and general MBA programs offered within

the university's constituent schools, such as the Xavier Institute of Management (XIMB). While XIMB accepts

national  scores  like  CAT and  XAT,  XGMT provides  an  alternative  and  dedicated  pathway  for  applicants

specifically targeting XIM University programs.

2. Structural and Matrix Comparison

The following matrix provides a direct point-by-point comparison of the technical specifications governing both

examinations.
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Parameter CAT Exam XGMT Exam

Testing Authority
Indian Institutes of Management

(IIMs)
XIM University, Bhubaneswar

Exam Level National University-Specific

Duration 120 Minutes (2 Hours) 120 Minutes (2 Hours)

Number of Sections 3 Sections 4 Sections

Total Questions 66 Questions (Standardized) 100–130 Questions (Varies by year)

Question Format
Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)

& Type-In-The-Answer (TITA)

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)

only

Marking Scheme
+3 for correct; -1 for incorrect MCQ;

0 for incorrect TITA

+3 for correct; -1 for incorrect

answers

Sectional Navigation
Strictly timed (40 mins/section);

fixed order

Strictly timed (20-35 mins/section);

fixed order

3. Detailed Sectional Breakdown & Syllabus

While both examinations evaluate core aptitude metrics, the distribution of topics and the inclusion of unique

evaluation fields create distinct preparation requirements.

3.1 Quantitative Aptitude (QA)

CAT Core Focus: Prioritizes conceptual depth and multi-layered problem-solving. Major emphasis is

placed on advanced Algebra, Arithmetic, Geometry, Mensuration, and Modern Mathematics (Permutations,

Combinations, and Probability). Questions frequently combine multiple mathematical concepts within a

single problem.

XGMT Core Focus: Focuses on speed and calculation accuracy. The syllabus covers standard Arithmetic

(Percentages, Profit & Loss, Interest, Time & Work), Basic Algebra, and Number Systems. The questions

are structurally more direct than CAT but must be solved within a tighter time-per-question ratio.

3.2 Data Interpretation & Logical Reasoning

CAT (DILR as a Single Section): Combines data interpretation and logical reasoning into unstructured,

complex caselets. Candidates must select and solve 3 to 4 data sets out of 4 or 5 options. It tests structural

decoding rather than raw computation.

• 

• 

• 
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XGMT (Separated Framework): Features a dedicated Data Interpretation section alongside a combined

Verbal Ability & Logical Reasoning section. Data Interpretation focuses on traditional charts, graphs,

diagrams, and data tables requiring rapid arithmetic verification. Logical Reasoning questions are generally

standalone items involving blood relations, coding-decoding, arrangements, and series completion.

3.3 Verbal Ability

CAT (VARC): Heavily centered on Reading Comprehension (RC), which typically accounts for over 65% of

the section. Passages are drawn from diverse, dense academic fields like philosophy, sociology,

economics, and art criticism. Verbal ability is restricted to parajumbles, sentence exclusion, and paragraph

summaries.

XGMT (VA & LR): Integrates reading comprehension with classic English grammar rules and vocabulary

testing. Elements include error spotting, fill-in-the-blanks, synonyms, antonyms, and idioms alongside

shorter, more literal reading comprehension passages.

3.4 The XGMT Distinctive Section: Emotional Quotient & General Awareness (EQ & GA)

This section is entirely absent from the CAT curriculum and serves as a major differentiator for XIM University

assessment:

General Awareness: Tests static general knowledge (business history, geography, constitutional

frameworks) and current affairs spanning national and international developments in economics, politics,

science, and sports.

Emotional Quotient: Utilizes situational judgment test items to evaluate organizational empathy,

professional ethics, decision-making capabilities, and leadership characteristics.

4. Examination Dynamics and Candidate Strategy

The  Core  Operational  Contrast: CAT  is  a  depth-of-understanding  examination  testing  analytical

limitations. XGMT is a speed-and-breadth examination testing processing velocity and administrative

agility.

4.1 Time Management per Question

In CAT, a candidate is tasked with 66 questions over 120 minutes, averaging approximately 1.8 minutes per

question. Given that many questions do not require answering to achieve a high percentile, the actual time

spent per attempted question is often significantly higher. Conversely, XGMT requires handling 100 to 130

questions  within  the  same  120-minute  window,  dropping  the  available  time  per  question  down  to

approximately  55–72 seconds.  Rapid filtering and decision-making regarding which questions to  skip are

critical to success in XGMT.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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4.2 Sectional Cut-offs and Strategy

Both  exams employ  sectional  time limits  and require  candidates  to  clear  sectional  cut-offs  to  qualify  for

subsequent  admission  stages.  In  CAT,  preparation  must  ensure  high  precision  in  highly  abstract

environments.  For  XGMT,  preparation  must  incorporate  regular  practice  of  speed-oriented  mock  tests,

intentional memorization of static facts for the General Awareness component, and systematic familiarity with

situational reasoning matrices for the Emotional Quotient section.
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