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Cracking	CAT	Critical	Reasoning
A	Complete	Preparation	Guide:	What	to	Study,	How	to	Prepare,	and	Exam-Day	Tactics

Critical	Reasoning	(CR)	is	one	of	the	most	decisive	scoring	areas	in	the	CAT	Verbal	Ability	and	Reading	Comprehension	(VARC)	section.	Unlike	vocabulary-based	questions,	CR
rewards	structured	thinking	over	rote	learning,	which	means	it	is	one	of	the	few	CAT	topics	where	a	focused,	method-driven	approach	can	produce	rapid	improvement	—
often	within	a	few	weeks	of	deliberate	practice.	This	guide	lays	out	exactly	what	to	study,	how	to	structure	your	preparation,	and	the	tactical	habits	that	separate	a	90-
percentile	CR	solver	from	a	99-percentile	one.

Why	this	section	matters:	In	recent	CAT	papers,	CR-based	questions	(assumption,	strengthen/weaken,	inference,	paradox,	para-completion,	and	odd-sentence-out)	have	made	up	a
meaningful	share	of	the	non-RC	VARC	questions.	Because	CR	questions	are	logic-based	rather	than	knowledge-based,	they	are	highly	learnable	—	small	improvements	in	technique
translate	directly	into	more	correct	answers	and	fewer	silly	errors.

What	This	Guide	Covers

The	full	landscape	of	CR	question	types	you'll	encounter	in	CAT
A	structured,	phase-wise	study	plan	(8	weeks,	adaptable	to	your	timeline)
How	to	build	the	underlying	logical	skills,	not	just	memorize	tricks
A	curated	approach	to	resources	and	mock	tests
Common	traps,	mistakes,	and	how	to	avoid	them
A	quick-reference	cheat	sheet	you	can	revise	the	night	before	the	exam
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01 The	CR	Question	Landscape:	Know	What	You're	Solving

Before	building	a	study	plan,	it	helps	to	know	the	specific	question	formats	CAT	uses.	Almost	every	CR	question	is	a	variation	of	one	of	the	following	archetypes.	Learning	to
instantly	recognize	which	archetype	you're	facing	is	half	the	battle,	because	each	type	has	its	own	dedicated	approach.

Question	Type Core	Skill	Tested

Assumption Identify	the	unstated	premise	the	argument	needs	to	be	true.	Test	with	the	"negation	technique":	if	negating	the	option	destroys	the
argument,	it's	the	assumption.

Strengthen	/	Weaken Find	the	option	that	most	supports	or	most	undermines	the	conclusion	—	not	just	the	topic.	Stay	tightly	linked	to	the	specific	claim	being
made.

Inference	/	Must	Be	True Pick	only	what	is	logically	guaranteed	by	the	given	statements.	Avoid	options	that	"sound	right"	but	go	beyond	what's	stated.

Flaw	/	Logical	Error Spot	the	reasoning	gap	—	correlation	vs.	causation,	sampling	bias,	circular	logic,	false	dichotomy,	etc.

Paradox	/	Resolve	the	Apparent	Conflict Find	the	option	that	lets	two	seemingly	contradictory	facts	both	be	true	at	once.

Evaluate	the	Argument Identify	the	single	piece	of	information	that,	if	known,	would	most	help	judge	whether	the	conclusion	is	valid.

Para-jumbles	/	Para-summary Reconstruct	logical	and	thematic	order	using	linking	words,	pronouns,	and	the	general-to-specific	flow	of	ideas.

Odd	Sentence	Out Spot	the	one	sentence	that	breaks	the	logical	or	thematic	coherence	of	an	otherwise	unified	paragraph.

02 The	Three	Layers	of	Skill	You	Need	to
Build

CR	mastery	isn't	a	single	skill	—	it's	three	layers	stacked	on	top	of	each	other.	Most	aspirants	jump	straight	to	solving	practice	sets	and	skip	the	foundation,	which	is	why
progress	often	stalls.	Build	these	in	order:

Layer	1	—	Argument	structure:	Learn	to	mechanically	separate	every	argument	into	premise(s)	and	conclusion.	Practice	underlining	the	conclusion	first	(look	for	words
like	"therefore",	"thus",	"clearly"	or	the	standalone	claim	the	passage	is	defending)	before	reading	the	options.
Layer	2	—	Logical	relationships:	Understand	necessary	vs.	sufficient	conditions,	causation	vs.	correlation,	and	the	difference	between	"possible"	and	"certain".	These
concepts	silently	underlie	almost	every	trap	option	in	CAT	CR.
Layer	3	—	Option	discipline:	Train	yourself	to	evaluate	each	option	strictly	against	the	conclusion,	not	against	your	general	opinion	of	the	topic.	This	is	the	layer	most
aspirants	neglect,	and	it's	the	single	biggest	source	of	avoidable	errors.

03 An	8-Week	Structured	Study	Plan

This	plan	assumes	roughly	45–60	minutes	of	focused	CR	practice	per	day.	If	your	exam	is	closer,	compress	proportionally	(e.g.,	run	the	same	phases	over	4	weeks	with
double	the	daily	time).	If	you	have	longer,	slow	down	Phase	2	and	add	more	mock	cycles	in	Phase	4.

Phase Weeks Focus

1.	Foundation 1 Learn	premise-conclusion	mapping.	Study	each	question	archetype	one	at	a	time	with	8–10	solved	examples	per	type
before	attempting	fresh	ones.	No	timers	yet	—	focus	on	accuracy	of	reasoning.

2.	Type-wise	Drilling 2–3 Solve	topic-wise	sets	(20–25	questions	per	type)	for	assumption,	strengthen/weaken,	inference,	flaw,	and	paradox.	After
each	set,	review	every	question	—	including	ones	you	got	right	—	and	write	a	one-line	reason	for	why	each	wrong	option	is
wrong.

3.	Mixed	Practice 4–5 Switch	to	mixed	sets	combining	all	CR	types	plus	para-jumbles	and	odd-sentence-out,	under	mild	time	pressure	(roughly
1.5–2	minutes/question).	This	builds	the	type-recognition	speed	you'll	need	in	the	actual	exam.

4.	Mock	Tests	&	Error	Analysis 6–7 Take	one	full-length	mock	every	4–5	days.	After	each	mock,	spend	at	least	as	much	time	reviewing	as	you	spent	solving	—



categorize	every	CR	error	as	a	"concept	gap",	"misread",	or	"overthinking"	mistake,	and	track	the	pattern	across	mocks.

5.	Consolidation 8 Revisit	your	personal	error	log,	re-solve	every	CR	question	you	got	wrong	across	all	mocks,	and	do	a	light	daily	practice
(10–12	questions)	to	stay	sharp	without	burning	out	before	the	exam.

Daily	habit	that	compounds:	Keep	a	single	running	"CR	error	log"	from	day	one	—	one	row	per	mistake,	noting	the	question	type,	what	you	assumed,	and	the	actual	reasoning	gap.
Reviewing	this	log	for	10	minutes	before	every	study	session	is	one	of	the	highest-leverage	habits	in	CAT	prep.

04 How	to	Practice:	Method	Over	Volume

Solving	hundreds	of	questions	without	a	method	mostly	builds	pattern-guessing,	not	reasoning	skill	—	and	pattern-guessing	collapses	under	CAT's	well-designed	trap	options.
Use	this	four-step	method	on	every	CR	question	during	practice,	then	let	it	become	automatic:

Step	1	—	Isolate	the	conclusion.	Before	touching	the	options,	state	the	argument's	conclusion	in	your	own	words	in	under	ten	words.
Step	2	—	Identify	the	gap.	Ask:	what	does	the	arguer	need	to	assume,	or	what	evidence	would	make	this	conclusion	stronger	or	weaker?	Predict	an	answer	direction
before	reading	the	options.
Step	3	—	Eliminate	ruthlessly.	Cross	out	options	that	are	out	of	scope,	too	extreme,	or	address	the	topic	but	not	the	specific	conclusion.	In	CAT	CR,	at	least	two	of	the
four	options	are	usually	eliminable	within	seconds.
Step	4	—	Verify,	don't	just	select.	For	assumption	questions,	run	the	negation	test.	For	strengthen/weaken,	re-read	the	conclusion	once	more	with	your	chosen	option
plugged	in	and	check	the	logical	direction	actually	shifts.

Weekly	rhythm

5	days/week:	20–30	minutes	of	focused,	review-heavy	practice	(quality	over	speed)
1	day/week:	timed	mixed	practice	set	to	build	speed	and	type-recognition
1	day/week:	light	review	day	—	revisit	your	error	log	and	re-attempt	past	mistakes	from	memory

05 Resources	Worth	Your	Time

You	don't	need	a	dozen	books	—	you	need	consistent,	high-quality	material	and	disciplined	review.	A	lean	resource	list	that	has	worked	well	for	most	aspirants:

Previous	years'	actual	CAT	papers	—	the	single	most	reliable	source,	since	they	reflect	real	difficulty	and	trap	design.	Solve	every	official	CR	question	at	least	twice,	once
untimed	for	accuracy	and	once	timed	for	speed.
One	well-structured	VARC	prep	book	(e.g.,	a	title	from	a	reputed	CAT-prep	author	or	coaching	institute)	for	type-wise	foundational	practice	—	pick	one	and	go	deep	rather
than	collecting	several.
A	reputable	mock	test	series	from	an	established	CAT	coaching	brand,	taken	under	strict	exam	conditions	—	the	analysis	after	each	mock	matters	more	than	the	score
itself.
A	simple	habit	tracker	or	spreadsheet	for	your	error	log	—	no	fancy	tool	needed,	just	consistency.

06 Common	Traps	and	How	to	Avoid	Them

The	"Sounds	True"	Trap
An	option	may	be	factually	reasonable	or	true	in	the	real	world,	yet	irrelevant	to	the	specific	argument.	Always	test	relevance	to	the	conclusion,	not	real-world	plausibility.

The	Extreme-Language	Trap
Options	with	absolute	words	("always",	"never",	"only",	"all")	are	frequently	wrong	for	inference/must-be-true	questions,	because	CAT	arguments	rarely	support	that	level	of	certainty.

The	Out-of-Scope	Trap
An	option	may	strengthen	or	weaken	a	related	but	different	claim	than	the	one	actually	concluded.	Re-read	the	exact	conclusion	sentence	before	finalizing	your	answer.

The	Reversed-Causation	Trap
In	flaw	and	strengthen/weaken	questions,	watch	for	options	that	quietly	assume	the	causal	direction	is	settled	when	the	real	issue	is	which	of	two	variables	causes	the	other.

The	Partial-Agreement	Trap
An	option	might	be	correct	in	part	but	wrong	in	another	part	of	the	same	sentence.	CAT	often	blends	a	true	clause	with	a	false	one	—	read	the	full	option,	not	just	the	first	half.

The	Over-Thinking	Trap
Aspirants	who	are	strong	at	logic	sometimes	invent	elaborate	scenarios	to	justify	an	option.	If	you're	building	a	three-step	story	to	make	an	option	work,	it's	usually	not	the	answer.

07 Mock	Test	Strategy

Treat	every	mock	as	a	rehearsal	for	decision-making	under	pressure,	not	just	a	score	check.
Within	VARC,	decide	your	CR-vs-RC	time	allocation	before	the	exam	based	on	your	accuracy	data	from	mocks	—	don't	decide	on	the	fly	on	test	day.
If	a	CR	question	needs	a	second	full	re-read	after	90	seconds,	mark	it	and	move	on;	disproportionate	time	on	one	question	is	the	most	common	cause	of	a	rushed,	error-
prone	finish.
After	each	mock,	sort	your	CR	misses	into	three	buckets	—	concept	gap,	misread,	overthinking	—	and	notice	which	bucket	dominates.	This	tells	you	exactly	what	to	fix
next,	rather	than	practicing	blindly.
Re-attempt	(don't	just	re-read)	every	CR	question	you	got	wrong,	3–4	days	later,	without	looking	at	the	original	solution	first.

08 Tips	to	Solve	Faster	and	More	Accurately

Read	the	question	stem	first	for	assumption/strengthen/weaken/inference	questions	—	knowing	what	you're	looking	for	changes	how	you	read	the	passage.
Paraphrase	the	conclusion	mentally	in	plain	language	before	evaluating	options;	this	alone	prevents	a	large	share	of	scope-related	errors.
Use	the	negation	technique	confidently	on	assumption	questions	—	it's	the	fastest	reliable	check	available.
Don't	import	outside	knowledge.	CR	arguments	must	be	evaluated	only	on	the	logic	given,	even	if	you	personally	know	more	about	the	topic	—	CAT	tests	reasoning,	not
general	knowledge.



Two-pass	approach	for	CR	sets:	first	pass,	solve	every	question	you	can	crack	within	60–75	seconds;	second	pass,	return	to	the	harder	or	borderline	ones	with	the	time
that's	left.
Keep	a	steady	pace.	Spending	an	extra	20	seconds	to	avoid	a	careless	misread	is	almost	always	worth	it	in	CR,	where	trap	options	are	designed	to	catch	quick,	careless
reading.

09 In	the	Final	Week	Before	the	Exam

Stop	learning	new	concepts	—	shift	entirely	to	revision	and	light	timed	practice.
Re-solve	your	entire	error	log	once,	focused	purely	on	the	reasoning,	not	the	answer	key.
Take	one	final	light	mock	2–3	days	before	the	exam,	then	taper	down	to	avoid	fatigue	on	test	day.
Revisit	the	cheat	sheet	on	the	next	page	the	night	before,	and	again	briefly	on	the	morning	of	the	exam.

Mindset	reminder:	CR	rewards	calm,	structured	thinking	far	more	than	speed-reading	or	memorized	tricks.	On	exam	day,	if	a	question	feels	ambiguous,	trust	the
discipline	you've	built	—	isolate	the	conclusion,	test	each	option	against	it,	and	move	on.	A	consistent	method	beats	a	clever	guess	almost	every	time.

10 Quick-Reference	Cheat	Sheet

Use	this	as	your	final	revision	aid	—	a	one-glance	reminder	of	how	to	approach	each	question	type.

Type Fast	Approach Watch	Out	For

Assumption Negate	each	option;	the	one	that	breaks	the	argument	is	correct. Options	that	are	true	but	not	necessary	for	the	argument.

Strengthen Find	the	option	that	most	directly	supports	the	exact	conclusion. Options	that	support	the	topic	in	general,	not	the	specific	claim.

Weaken Find	the	option	that	most	directly	undercuts	the	exact	conclusion. Options	that	only	raise	minor	doubts	without	breaking	the	logic.

Inference Pick	only	what	must	be	true;	avoid	anything	requiring	extra	assumptions. Extreme	words	like	"always",	"never",	"all",	"none".

Flaw Name	the	reasoning	error	in	one	phrase	(causation	vs.	correlation,	bias,
etc.).

Options	describing	a	flaw	that	sounds	sophisticated	but	isn't	actually
present.

Paradox Look	for	the	option	that	lets	both	facts	be	true	simultaneously. Options	that	only	explain	one	side	of	the	apparent	conflict.

Evaluate Pick	the	single	fact	that	would	most	change	your	confidence	either	way. Options	that	are	interesting	but	wouldn't	change	the	conclusion's	validity.

Para-jumble Find	the	opening	sentence	(general/context-setting)	and	pronoun/link	chains. Sentences	that	could	plausibly	open	but	don't	logically	connect	onward.

Final	Checklist	Before	You	Walk	Into	the
Exam

Good	luck	—	consistent,	review-driven	practice	over	these	weeks	will	do	far	more	for	your	CR	score	than	last-minute	cramming.	Trust	the	method.

CAT	Prep	Resource		|		Critical	Reasoning	Guide		|		For	practice	purposes	only	—	may	vary	from	actual	CAT	question	papers

I	can	isolate	a	conclusion	from	an	argument	in	under	10	seconds✓

I	instinctively	apply	the	negation	test	on	assumption	questions✓

I	have	reviewed	my	full	error	log	at	least	twice✓

I	have	a	clear	time-allocation	plan	for	CR	vs.	RC	within	VARC✓

I	know	my	two	or	three	most	frequent	trap	types	and	actively	watch	for	them✓


