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1. First, Take a Breath — This Is Not the End of the Road

According to Shiksha.com, not clearing the All India Bar Examination is a setback, not a full stop to a
legal career. The exam evaluates practical understanding, application skills, and preparation, and
many capable candidates do not clear it on their first attempt.

Importantly, there is no cap on the number of attempts and no age restriction for appearing in AIBE,
so candidates who did not clear a previous attempt remain fully eligible to reappear in AIBE 21.

Qualifying marks for AIBE are 40% overall, with a relaxed 35% requirement for SC/ST candidates,
per Shiksha.com.

2. Step 1. Do an Honest Self-Assessment

Before diving into fresh preparation, Shiksha.com recommends candidates pause and analyse
exactly where things went wrong in the previous attempt. An honest self-assessment materially
improves the chances of clearing the exam next time.

Questions worth asking yourself, per Shiksha.com's guidance:

* Which subjects or sections did you struggle with the most?
« Was it a knowledge gap, a time-management issue, or exam-day nerves?
« Did you cover the full syllabus and practice enough previous-year papers?

It's also worth reviewing Shiksha.com's related article on the top reasons aspirants commonly fail
the AIBE, to check whether any of those patterns applied to your own attempt.

3. Step 2: Stay Professionally Active While You Prepare

You do not need a Certificate of Practice to keep building your legal career. Shiksha.com suggests
continuing to gain practical, resume-building experience through routes such as:

« Interning or apprenticing under a senior advocate
« Taking up legal drafting assignments

« Working as a Law Researcher

 Legal Assistant & Content Writer roles
 Paralegal roles

These options let you work in law-adjacent roles without an AIBE certificate, while keeping your
resume active and sharpening practical skills ahead of your next attempt.

4. Step 3: Prepare Strategically for AIBE 21



Per Shiksha.com, here is how to approach your next attempt more effectively:

Step 1: Track the official AIBE 21 exam date announcement on the Bar Council of India (BCI)
portal, since it had not been announced at the time this article was published.

Step 2: Reuvisit the syllabus and exam pattern closely, to make sure your preparation this time is
fully aligned with what's actually tested.

Step 3: Study from reliable study guides and stay updated on recent Supreme Court judgments
and landmark cases, which are a recurring feature of the exam.

Step 4: Solve previous years' AIBE question papers to get familiar with question style and
difficulty level.

Step 5: Take AIBE mock tests to simulate real exam conditions — this builds both
time-management skills and exam-day confidence.

5. Keep the Right Mindset

Shiksha.com frames a failed attempt clearly: it's a temporary setback, not the end of a career. With
honest analysis, focused preparation, and a positive, confident approach to the next attempt, your
Certificate of Practice is well within reach — often just one more focused effort away.

Related reading recommended by Shiksha.com: their article on how to enroll with State Bar Councils after
clearing AIBE (covering the registration process, fees, documents required, and eligibility) can help you plan
your next steps once you do qualify.

Disclaimer: This guide has been compiled by an education consultant using publicly available information from
Shiksha.com (www.shiksha.com/law/articles/failed-in-aibe-20-what-next-blogld-197720) as of the preparation date.
AIBE 21 exam dates had not been officially announced by the Bar Council of India at the time of writing. Always verify
the latest exam schedule, syllabus, and eligibility rules on the official Bar Council of India portal (barcouncilofindia.org /

allindiabarexamination.com) before making preparation or career decisions.



