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B.Des ENTRANCE EXAMS
A Complete Guide for Design Aspirants in India

Covers UCEED • NID DAT • NIFT (CAT/GAT) • CEED • and other institute-level tests
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1. What is B.Des and How Do You Get In?

Bachelor of Design (B.Des) is a four-year undergraduate programme offered across disciplines such as Fashion

Design, Graphic/Communication Design, Product/Industrial Design, Interior Design, Animation, Game Design, and

Jewellery Design. Admission is almost never based on Class 12 marks alone — nearly every reputed institute

uses a dedicated design aptitude test, often followed by a studio test, portfolio review, or personal interview.

Basic eligibility (typical, varies by institute):

• Passed (or appearing in) Class 12 / 10+2 from a recognised board, any stream.

• Minimum 50% aggregate marks in Class 12 (some institutes relax this for reserved categories).

• No age limit at most institutes, though a few state-level exams specify an upper age cap.

Most students appear for more than one exam — commonly UCEED plus NID DAT plus NIFT — since each

opens doors to a different set of colleges and specialisations.

2. Major B.Des Entrance Exams at a Glance

Exam Conducted By Leads To Test Type

UCEED IIT Bombay IITs (Bombay, Delhi, Guwahati,
Hyderabad, Indore, Roorkee),
IIITDM Jabalpur, MIT-ID

Computer-based: drawing +
objective/numerical

NID DAT National Institute of
Design

NID campuses (Ahmedabad,
Gandhinagar, and others)

Prelims (written/drawing) + Mains
(studio test + interview)

NIFT
Entrance

National Institute of
Fashion Technology

19 NIFT campuses CAT (drawing) + GAT (aptitude), then
Situation Test

CEED IIT Bombay M.Des programmes (postgraduate
— mentioned for reference)

Part A (objective) + Part B
(subjective/drawing)

Institute-level
tests

FDDI, Pearl Academy,
MIT-ID, ISDI,
Symbiosis, AIEED,
DSAT, and others

Respective private/deemed
universities

Varies — usually drawing + aptitude,
sometimes portfolio

Note: Many private design schools also accept UCEED, NID, or CUET scores directly instead of running a separate test — check each
college's admission page.
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3. UCEED — Undergraduate Common Entrance Exam for
Design

UCEED is a computer-based test conducted once a year by IIT Bombay for admission to B.Des programmes at

participating IITs and IIITDM Jabalpur.

Exam Pattern

Part Content Format

Part A Visualisation & spatial ability, observation & design sensitivity,
environmental & social awareness, analytical & logical reasoning,
language & creativity

Numerical Answer Type (NAT)
+ Multiple Select Questions
(MSQ) + Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQ)

Part B Drawing — sketching an object/scene/imagination based on a given
theme

One drawing question,
evaluated separately

Key Preparation Areas

• Free-hand sketching speed and proportion — practise daily with a timer.

• Visual/spatial reasoning: mental rotation, paper folding, view from different angles.

• General knowledge of design, everyday objects, materials, and current affairs relevant to design thinking.

• Analytical reasoning and basic numerical ability similar to aptitude-test level questions.

4. NID DAT — National Institute of Design

NID's Design Aptitude Test is conducted in two stages — Prelims and Mains — and is widely regarded as one of

the toughest and most creativity-driven design entrance tests in India.

Stage 1 — Prelims

• Mix of drawing-based questions and objective/short-answer questions.

• Tests observation, visual perception, general knowledge, and basic design sensitivity.

• Qualifying stage — clearing it shortlists candidates for Mains.

Stage 2 — Mains

• Studio Test: hands-on tasks such as model-making, material manipulation, and creative problem-solving

under time pressure.

• Personal Interview: assesses motivation, portfolio (if applicable), and understanding of design as a field.

NID does not release an official fixed syllabus — most preparation is based on analysing previous years' prelims

and mains question papers, so past-paper practice matters more here than for most exams.
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5. NIFT Entrance Exam — B.Des Track

NIFT's undergraduate design admission has two written papers followed by a Situation Test for shortlisted

candidates.

Stage Full Form What It Tests Notes

CAT Creative Ability Test Sketching, illustration, colour sense,
conceptual/creative thinking

Pencil-and-paper based; no
negative marking

GAT General Ability Test Quantitative ability, communication ability, English
comprehension, analytical ability, general
knowledge & current affairs

Objective, computer/OMR
based; -0.25 for each wrong
answer

Situation
Test

— Material handling, space visualisation, construction
skill, composition & colour scheme, innovative use
of given material

Only for CAT+GAT-qualified
B.Des candidates

Preparation Tips

• Balance time between GAT (speed + accuracy on ~100–150 objective questions) and CAT (drawing quality

and idea originality).

• Since GAT has negative marking, avoid guessing questions you are unsure of.

• Practise shading, perspective, and basic figure/object drawing regularly for CAT.

• Stay current with general knowledge and everyday affairs — GAT includes a GK component.

• Solve previous years' CAT and GAT papers/mock tests close to the exam date.

6. Core Skill Areas Common to All B.Des Exams

Regardless of which exam you take, most B.Des entrance tests draw from the same broad skill pool. Building

these fundamentals benefits your performance across UCEED, NID, and NIFT simultaneously.

Skill Area What It Covers How to Practise

Sketching & Drawing Free-hand drawing of objects, scenes, human
figures, perspective, shading

Daily sketching (20–30 min), observational
drawing from life

Design Sensitivity Colour theory, composition, proportion, visual
balance

Study design principles, analyse
posters/products/ads critically

Visualisation &
Spatial Ability

Mental rotation, 2D-to-3D conversion, paper
folding/unfolding

Puzzle books, spatial reasoning apps,
model-making practice

Observation &
Awareness

Everyday objects, materials, current events,
environment/society

Read newspapers, notice design in daily life,
general knowledge quizzes

Verbal & Analytical
Ability

Comprehension, logical reasoning, basic
quantitative aptitude

Standard aptitude practice books, timed mock
tests

Creative/Ideation
Speed

Generating original concepts quickly under
time constraints

Timed creative exercises, brainstorming drills,
mock CAT/DAT papers
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7. A Suggested Preparation Timeline

Phase Focus

12+ months before exam Build sketching habit; explore design as a field; start a basic portfolio; read about
design movements and everyday design.

6–9 months before Structured syllabus coverage — GK, reasoning, spatial ability; regular sketching
practice; start solving previous years' papers.

3–5 months before Full-length mock tests under timed conditions; focus on weak sections; refine drawing
speed and finishing quality.

Last 4–6 weeks Revise formulas/GK notes; do 1–2 mocks per week; prepare for Situation Test / studio
test / interview if shortlisted.

After written exam Prepare portfolio (where applicable), rehearse for interviews, research colleges &
specialisations for counselling.

8. General Tips for Success

• Apply to multiple exams (UCEED + NID + NIFT + relevant institute-level tests) to maximise options.

• Keep a sketchbook and draw daily — consistency matters more than occasional long sessions.

• Follow official websites (nid.edu, uceed.iitb.ac.in, nift.ac.in) directly for the latest dates, syllabus updates, and

application windows, since patterns can change year to year.

• Time management in the exam hall is critical — practise under strict timers, not just untimed drawing.

• For studio/situation tests, practise working with unfamiliar materials (clay, paper, wire, fabric) within a fixed

time limit.

• Build general awareness — many design questions draw on current affairs, sustainability, and everyday social

observation.

Disclaimer: Exam patterns, dates, and eligibility criteria are revised periodically by the conducting bodies. This guide should be
cross-checked against official notifications (nid.edu, uceed.iitb.ac.in, nift.ac.in) before you apply.


