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CAT READING COMPREHENSION

PREMIUM PRACTICE PAPER

Duration 40 Minutes

Total Passages 5

Total Questions 20 MCQs (4 per passage)

Difficulty Distribution 5 Easy · 10 Medium · 5 Hard

Passage Index

No. Passage Theme Domain Words

1
Epistemology & Aesthetics — Instrumental vs.

Non-Instrumental Reasoning
Philosophy ~510

2
Behavioral Economics — The Attention Economy and Digital

Asymmetry
Psychology / Sociology ~535

3 Macroeconomics — The Financialization of Corporate Strategy Economics / Business ~520

4 Biotechnology — Epigenetics and Genetic Determinism Science / Technology ~545

5 Environmental History — The Myth of the Anthropocene History / Culture ~525

Instructions: Each passage is followed by four questions. Read each passage carefully before attempting the questions.

Negative marking: –1 for every incorrect answer. Unattempted questions carry no penalty.
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READING PASSAGES & QUESTIONS

PASSAGE 1 · PHILOSOPHY

Theme: Epistemology & Aesthetics — The Value of Instrumental vs. Non-Instrumental Reasoning · Word Count: ~510

For centuries, Western philosophy has struggled to balance instrumental rationality against intrinsic values.

Instrumental rationality—the calculation of the most efficient means to a predefined end—finds its perfect

realization in the bureaucratic structures of modern states and the profit-maximizing algorithms of global corporate

enterprise. Under this regime, an action, a discipline, or even a human life is deemed worthy only to the extent that

it yields tangible external utility. This teleological reductionism has gradually colonized fields that traditionally

resisted quantification, such as art, humanities, and baseline contemplative leisure. We no longer read to expand

the moral imagination; we read to acquire corporate leverage or mental optimization metrics.

The philosophical alternative to this worldview is not a retreat into chaotic anti-rationalism, but rather the revival of

what Aristotle termed autotelic actions—activities that contain their purpose within themselves. When a painter

applies pigment to paper, or when a philosopher dissects a paradox, the value of the act is coextensive with its

execution. Kant, in his critique of aesthetic judgment, formalized this notion as 'purposiveness without purpose.' He

argued that a beautiful object or a profound conceptual inquiry pleases us precisely because it appears to have

been perfectly designed, yet lacks any extrinsic utilitarian function. It frees the human mind from the persistent

anxiety of work, allowing for a state of cognitive play.

However, modern institutional architecture is uniquely hostile to autotelic pursuits. Universities, originally

envisioned as monastic sanctuaries for non-instrumental truth-seeking, have recast themselves as vocational

sorting engines. Funding shifts away from philosophy and pure theoretical physics toward commercial applied

computing and data monetisation pathways. The dominant justification for higher education has shifted from

existential refinement to human capital accumulation. Consequently, students are conditioned to view their

cognitive development as an investment portfolio that requires constant yield optimization.

The hazard of this paradigm goes beyond the slow death of non-applied academic departments; it fundamentally

alters the human interior landscape. When all thought must be instrumentalized, the psychological capacity for

profound attention is diminished. Deep reading and sustained contemplation require a surrender of the ego to an

external object without demanding a metric-driven return on investment. Instrumental logic turns the self into a

relentless manager of its own mental real estate. It creates a chronic anxiety where any moment not directly

leveraged into a professional or social benefit is experienced as painful systemic waste. To recover the autotelic is

therefore not merely an academic luxury; it is a vital act of psychological self-defense against a monoculture that

reduces the human consciousness to a processing node in a global utility matrix.

Questions for Passage 1
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Q1. ● Medium Central Theme

Which of the following statements best expresses the central theme of the passage?

(A) Modern educational institutions have failed their founding ideals by prioritizing vocational outcomes over pure

theoretical research.

(B) Instrumental rationality transforms the human consciousness into a utility maximization tool, necessitating a

reclamation of autotelic value systems.

(C) Kantian aesthetics and Aristotelian ethics offer the only viable logical frameworks to dismantle modern

corporate logic.

(D) The decline of humanities departments is a direct symptom of the expansion of metric-driven global market

capitalism.

Q2. ● Hard Inference

Based on the passage, Kant's phrase "purposiveness without purpose" implies that:

(A) Beautiful objects and deep conceptual inquiries are inherently deceptive because their design suggests a utility

they do not possess.

(B) True aesthetic experiences must intentionally defy human logic to insulate the mind from commercial

optimization.

(C) An object or intellectual pursuit can possess structural coherence and internal harmony while remaining

decoupled from external utility.

(D) Cognitive play can only be achieved when human beings actively destroy their internal metric-driven

management mechanisms.

Q3. ● Easy Meaning in Context

The author uses the term "teleological reductionism" in the first paragraph to describe:

(A) The ongoing philosophical debate between Aristotelian virtue ethics and modern bureaucratic utilitarians.

(B) The historical paradigm shift from standard monastic scholarship to contemporary data monetization pathways.

(C) The systemic practice of judging the value of a phenomenon exclusively by its external goals or tangible yields.

(D) The cognitive inability of modern readers to understand complex moral narratives without metrics.

Q4. ● Medium Weaken Argument

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the author's characterization of modern universities in the third

paragraph?

(A) A global study shows that students majoring in philosophy earn significantly higher lifetime salaries than those in

engineering.

(B) Corporate donors are increasingly funding pure arts endowments to project a benevolent public image.

(C) The vast majority of university students state that they pursue higher education purely out of intellectual

curiosity rather than employment considerations.

(D) Data reveals that applied computer science courses generate more revenue for universities than any other

subject.
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PASSAGE 2 · PSYCHOLOGY / SOCIOLOGY

Theme: Behavioral Economics & Social Conditioning — The Attention Economy and Digital Asymmetry · Word Count: ~535

The early internet was heralded as a democratic public square that would naturally decentralize corporate power

and flatten historical knowledge hierarchies. Instead, it has consolidated into a hyper-monetized attention economy

governed by proprietary behavioral algorithms. This transformation represents a shift from historical models of

explicit behavioral control to an invisible system of choice architecture. Modern digital platforms do not force users

to behave in certain ways; rather, they exploit deep-seated evolutionary vulnerabilities to construct choice

environments that systematically direct human attention toward profit-generating behaviors.

At the center of this mechanism is the weaponization of intermittent variable rewards—a psychological vulnerability

historically observed in slot machine addiction. By engineering notification frequencies and content streams to

mimic unpredictable reward cadences, platforms trigger dopamine releases that bypass conscious cognitive

deliberation. The user is caught in a closed loop of compulsive checking behaviors, mistaking algorithmic

manipulation for personal agency. This is not merely a technical glitch in design; it is the foundational business

model of what sociologist Shoshana Zuboff names 'surveillance capitalism.' In this regime, the raw material is no

longer physical labor or natural resources, but the behavioral surplus generated by human attention.

This structural asymmetry creates a profound crisis for democratic discourse. In the attention marketplace, nuance,

systemic complexity, and measured debate are structural liabilities; they do not trigger the visceral emotional states

required to maximize time-on-device. Instead, the algorithm optimizes for high-arousal negative

emotions—specifically outrage, tribal animosity, and moral indignation. As a consequence, the digital public square

experiences a form of toxic polarization. The platform's architectural priorities ensure that extreme viewpoints

receive structural reinforcement, while moderate, consensus-seeking positions are systematically buried by the

algorithm.

Crucially, this algorithmic conditioning operates beneath the level of conscious ideological conversion. Users

believe they are exercising independent critical thought when they engage with hyper-partisan content, oblivious to

the reality that their cognitive vulnerabilities have been profiled and leveraged to maximize ad impressions. The

self becomes an isolated node within an echo chamber designed to validate its biases, creating a state of

epistemic insulation. The traditional sociological concept of the 'panopticon'—where individuals alter their behavior

because they know they are being actively watched—has been superseded by a more insidious structure. In the

algorithmic panopticon, individuals do not change their behavior to conform; instead, their underlying desires and

psychological profiles are altered to match the needs of the platform. The threat is not the restriction of human

freedom, but the systematic engineering of what we choose to desire in the first place.

Questions for Passage 2
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Q5. ● Easy Specific Detail

According to the passage, the primary shift from historical models of behavioral control to the modern attention

economy is characterized by:

(A) A transition from overt coercion to the covert engineering of choice environments that exploit cognitive

vulnerabilities.

(B) The abandonment of surveillance structures in favor of systems that offer genuine personal agency to users.

(C) A move away from physical labor extraction toward the overt political radicalization of digital citizens.

(D) The replacement of slot-machine mechanics with predictive models that eliminate all human behavioral

variations.

Q6. ● Medium Author's Purpose

The author introduces the concept of "intermittent variable rewards" to explain how digital platforms:

(A) Encourage users to break free from compulsive loops by providing unexpected cognitive breaks.

(B) Maximize ad impression yields by ensuring users are explicitly aware of the reward mechanisms at play.

(C) Leverage evolutionary psychological traits to induce involuntary, repetitive engagement loops.

(D) Promote open democratic discourse by varying the type of political ideological frames users encounter.

Q7. ● Medium Inference

Based on the passage, the term "epistemic insulation" refers to a state where:

(A) Individuals actively seek out opposing viewpoints to challenge their own sociological backgrounds.

(B) Algorithmic design isolates users within environments that reinforce existing biases and shield them from

dissenting ideas.

(C) Digital platforms completely block all commercial ad streams to protect the psychological well-being of users.

(D) Democratic citizens deliberately withdraw from the digital marketplace to preserve their independent analytical

capabilities.

Q8. ● Hard Logical Conclusion

Which of the following statements can be logically inferred from the author's discussion of the algorithmic

panopticon?

(A) The algorithmic panopticon is less dangerous than the traditional panopticon because it leaves human physical

movement unrestricted.

(B) Modern digital manipulation threatens human freedom not by blocking the choices we want to make, but by

manufacturing the very preferences that dictate those choices.

(C) Individuals in an algorithmic panopticon are hyper-aware of how their desires are being engineered by

proprietary corporate code.

(D) The ultimate goal of surveillance capitalism is to convert users to a single, monolithic political ideology.
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PASSAGE 3 · ECONOMICS / BUSINESS

Theme: Macroeconomics & Corporate Governance — The Financialization of Corporate Strategy · Word Count: ~520

Over the past four decades, global corporate governance has undergone a profound transformation known as

financialization. This shift describes the ascendance of shareholder value maximization as the definitive metric of

corporate health, overriding historic models of stakeholder capitalism that balanced investor yields with employee

security, community investment, and long-term capital investment. Under the financialized regime, the firm is no

longer understood as an enduring social institution dedicated to production, but as a flexible bundle of liquid assets

that must be continually structured to maximize near-term equity distributions.

The primary engine of this transition has been the explosive growth of stock buybacks. Prior to the early 1980s,

market regulators viewed open-market share repurchases with deep skepticism, often treating them as an illegal

form of stock price manipulation. However, deregulation cleared the path for buybacks to become the dominant

mechanism of corporate resource allocation. When a corporation uses its surplus cash—or borrows capital—to

buy its own shares, it artificially decreases the total number of outstanding equities. This manipulation increases

the corporation's earnings per share (EPS), driving immediate stock price appreciation without requiring any

underlying improvement in product quality, manufacturing efficiency, or market share.

The macroeconomic consequences of this trend are highly problematic. By prioritizing share price optimization

over product development, financialized corporations systematically underinvest in basic research and

development (R&D;) and employee compensation. Capital that could have funded technological innovation or

wage increases is instead diverted to equity holders and corporate executives, whose compensation architectures

are directly tied to stock performance metrics. This dynamic creates a corporate culture characterized by acute

short-termism, where executives are structurally disincentivized from pursuing long-term, high-risk innovations that

might depress share values in the current financial quarter.

Furthermore, financialization shifts structural vulnerabilities onto the broader economy. When economic shocks

occur, corporations that have spent years depleting their cash balances on buybacks frequently lack the capital

reserves required to survive revenue shortfalls. Consequently, they must secure state-sponsored bailouts or

orchestrate mass layoffs, externalizing their financial risks onto taxpayers and employees. The financialized

corporation operates as an extractive mechanism, pulling wealth out of production ecosystems and funneling it

directly into global financial markets. To challenge this paradigm requires more than minor adjustments to

executive pay structures; it demands a fundamental reevaluation of what a corporation owes to the society that

guarantees its legal existence.

Questions for Passage 3
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Q9. ● Easy Specific Detail

Which of the following best captures the author's critique of stock buybacks?

(A) They are fundamentally inefficient because they require corporations to borrow capital at highly volatile market

interest rates.

(B) They allow corporations to inflate equity metrics artificially while neglecting real capital investments in innovation

and labor.

(C) They restore balance to corporate governance by aligning investor demands with the compensation needs of

front-line employees.

(D) They are a legacy regulatory tool that has lost its utility due to the rise of decentralized global production

ecosystems.

Q10. ● Medium Inference

Based on the passage, the transition from "stakeholder capitalism" to "financialization" implies that:

(A) Firms have become more accountable to their local communities by treating corporate health as a social metric.

(B) Long-term capital expenditures and employee security are now secondary to the optimization of short-term

shareholder returns.

(C) Corporate executives have relinquished their decision-making power to state-sponsored market regulators.

(D) Production efficiency has reached its theoretical limit, forcing corporations to pivot to purely digital products.

Q11. ● Medium Assumption

According to the author, the corporate culture of "acute short-termism" is primarily driven by:

(A) An extreme scarcity of skilled technological talent in global labor pools.

(B) Regulatory frameworks that penalize corporations for maintaining large cash reserves.

(C) Executive compensation structures that reward short-term equity price movements over long-term innovation

metrics.

(D) The unpredictable nature of global consumer demand for high-tech consumer electronics.

Q12. ● Hard Meaning in Context

Based on the final paragraph, when the author notes that corporations "externalize their financial risks," it means

that:

(A) Firms insulate themselves from global market shifts by moving production facilities to unregulated offshore

zones.

(B) The financial costs of corporate instability are transferred onto the public sector and workforce while equity

returns remain private.

(C) Corporations willingly sacrifice their market share to protect the public from unexpected supply chain shocks.

(D) Global investors absorb the long-term liabilities of failing firms out of philanthropic obligation.
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PASSAGE 4 · SCIENCE / TECHNOLOGY

Theme: Biotechnology & Evolutionary Biology — Epigenetics and the Deconstruction of Genetic Determinism · Word Count: ~545

For over half a century, the foundational narrative of modern biology was dominated by the dogma of genetic

determinism. According to this framework, the genome operates as a high-fidelity, linear blueprint that executes

pre-programmed instructions with deterministic precision. In this view, phenotypic traits—ranging from physical

disease vulnerabilities to complex behavioral tendencies—are hardwired into the nucleotide sequences inherited at

conception. The environment was cast as a passive stage upon which the genetic script was performed, incapable

of rewriting the text itself. This reductive model provided a tidy conceptual framework, but it increasingly failed to

account for the anomalies emerging from advanced molecular biology.

The primary disruption to this paradigm has come from the field of epigenetics, which studies heritable changes in

gene expression that occur without any alteration to the underlying DNA sequence. Epigenetic mechanisms

function as a sophisticated molecular switching system that determines which genes are transcribed and which are

silenced. This regulation is achieved through biochemical modifications, such as DNA methylation—where methyl

groups attach to specific base pairs—and histone modification, which alters the structural density of chromosomal

packing. If the genome is an orchestra, epigenetic markers do not change the musical score; instead, they dictate

how the instruments interpret the composition, modifying the volume, tempo, and expression of the performance.

Critically, these molecular switches are highly responsive to environmental inputs. Factors such as chronic

psychosocial stress, dietary shifts, toxic exposures, and even early maternal care patterns trigger specific

epigenetic alterations. This plasticity dismantles the rigid dichotomy between nature and nurture. The environment

is no longer an external stage; it is a molecular force that directly modulates genetic execution in real time.

Furthermore, recent discoveries indicate that certain epigenetic marks can survive the biological reprogramming

that occurs during gametogenesis, passing down across generations. This transgenerational epigenetic

inheritance suggests that the environmental exposures experienced by an organism can leave a persistent

molecular signature that influences the health and development of its offspring. A history of trauma or nutritional

deprivation can resonate down the genetic line, manifesting as altered physiological phenotypes in generations

that never experienced the original stressor.

This paradigm shift forces a profound reevaluation of evolutionary mechanics and human health. It suggests that

our biological identities are not unalterable fortunes dictated at conception, but dynamic systems shaped by

historical contexts and lived experiences. The genome is less an immutable blueprint and more an interactive

database that responds to the environment. This realization expands our understanding of disease etiology,

moving away from single-locus genetic explanations toward complex socio-biological matrices. It also elevates our

collective ethical responsibility: the environmental conditions and social structures we build today are not merely

political or economic choices; they are biological determinants that will actively sculpt the molecular architecture of

future generations.

Questions for Passage 4
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Q13. ● Easy Inference

Which of the following statements best summarizes the analogy of the orchestra used in the second paragraph?

(A) The genome is an unpredictable collection of musicians who alter their musical instruments without consulting

the score.

(B) Epigenetic mechanisms dictate the expression and transcription of genes without altering the foundational

nucleotide sequences.

(C) DNA methylation and histone modification operate as competing conductors that create noise in the genetic

architecture.

(D) The environment acts as an independent composer that writes entirely new musical pieces for the genetic

apparatus.

Q14. ● Medium Specific Detail

According to the passage, the discovery of "transgenerational epigenetic inheritance" is highly significant because

it demonstrates that:

(A) Genetic mutations caused by radioactive exposure are completely wiped out during the process of

gametogenesis.

(B) Environmental stress experienced by an organism can induce structural changes in its offspring's phenotypes

without altering their DNA sequence.

(C) Inherited nucleotide sequences can be completely overwritten by behavioral interventions within a single

generation.

(D) Evolutionary adaptation takes millions of years to manifest in complex mammalian structures.

Q15. ● Medium Author's Tone

Based on the passage, the author's tone toward the classic model of "genetic determinism" can best be described

as:

(A) Unreservedly celebratory, due to its historical role in establishing tidy conceptual frameworks for early molecular

biologists.

(B) Analytical yet critical, framing it as an overly simplistic paradigm that failed to account for molecular

complexities.

(C) Dismissive and hostile, accusing early geneticists of deliberate ideological manipulation.

(D) Highly ambivalent, suggesting that the model remains completely unchallenged outside of human behavioral

research.

Q16. ● Hard Logical Conclusion

Which of the following can be logically inferred regarding the "collective ethical responsibility" mentioned in the final

paragraph?

(A) Societal investments in reducing environmental toxins and chronic stress can directly protect the biological

health of future generations.

(B) Governments must immediately ban all forms of genetic engineering to preserve the natural plasticity of human

genomes.

(C) Individuals are entirely liberated from any personal health accountability, as social structures dictate all

phenotypic outcomes.

(D) Future generations will be born with identical epigenetic markers regardless of changes made to contemporary

social systems.
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PASSAGE 5 · HISTORY / CULTURE / ENVIRONMENT

Theme: Environmental History & Anthropology — The Myth of the Anthropocene and Capitalocene Realities · Word Count: ~525

In contemporary academic and public discourse, the term 'Anthropocene' has achieved widespread acceptance as

the defining framework for our current geological epoch. By asserting that humanity as a collective species has

become the dominant driver of planetary environmental change, the Anthropocene narrative provides an

expansive, unified lens to view climate change, biodiversity loss, and systemic ecological collapse. It positions

human nature as an undifferentiated global force, implying that the current ecological crisis is the inevitable

outcome of human evolutionary success. Fire, tools, agriculture, and industrialization are presented as sequential

steps along a path toward planetary domination.

However, a growing coalition of environmental historians and political ecologists argues that this framing is

fundamentally flawed. By blaming the entire human species (anthropos) for ecological damage, the Anthropocene

narrative obscures the specific historical structures that drove the crisis. Critics suggest that the epoch would be

more accurately named the 'Capitalocene'—the age of capital. The environmental degradation we observe today is

not the product of abstract human activity, but the specific consequence of a global capitalist world-ecology that

relies on the endless accumulation of capital and the systematic exploitation of cheap nature: cheap energy, cheap

raw materials, cheap labor, and cheap food.

To trace the origins of planetary ecological disruption to the emergence of the human species is to misread

historical timelines. For the vast majority of our species' existence, human societies operated within local

ecological limits, managing ecosystems through sophisticated systems of communal care and indigenous

stewardship. The sharp inflection point in global carbon emissions, deforestation, and resource extraction does not

align with the birth of human civilization, but with the rise of Western colonial expansion and the subsequent

Industrial Revolution. This transformation was powered by the extraction of fossil fuels and organized around the

logic of commodity production for global markets.

Furthermore, the Anthropocene framework creates a false equity of blame. The carbon footprint of a subsistence

farmer in the Global South is grouped with the ecological footprint of a multi-national petrochemical conglomerate

or a hyper-consuming billionaire class. This universalization of guilt actively undermines environmental justice. It

frames an asymmetrical crisis as a shared human destiny, suggesting that because everyone is responsible, no

specific political or economic elite can be held accountable.

The political utility of the Capitalocene critique lies in its rejection of environmental fatalism. If our current ecological

trajectory is the inevitable result of human biology, then true mitigation is an impossibility. But if the crisis is the

product of a specific historical economic system, then it can be dismantled and transformed. To survive the current

ecological crisis, we must look beyond species-level self-flagellation and focus on rewriting the systemic logic that

treats the biosphere as an unpaid resource repository for capital accumulation.

Questions for Passage 5



CAT Reading Comprehension Premium Practice Paper Page 11

For educational use only  ·  Unauthorised reproduction prohibited

Q17. ● Medium Author's Purpose

The primary purpose of the passage is to:

(A) Document the precise chronological timeline of global carbon emissions from the Industrial Revolution to the

present day.

(B) Defend the Anthropocene framework against critics who believe that human evolutionary progress is inherently

destructive.

(C) Critique the Anthropocene narrative for universalizing environmental blame and argue for a system-focused

historical perspective.

(D) Advocate for the immediate implementation of market-based carbon taxation to penalize global petrochemical

corporations.

Q18. ● Hard Inference

Based on the passage, the author argues that the "Anthropocene" narrative undermines environmental justice by:

(A) Overstating the capacity of indigenous communities to manage contemporary high-tech waste streams.

(B) Flattening historical wealth disparities and equating the survival footprint of the poor with the destructive impact

of corporate elites.

(C) Suggesting that global capitalism is the only economic framework capable of inventing green energy

technologies.

(D) Restricting the ability of climate scientists to publish objective data regarding historical global temperature shifts.

Q19. ● Easy Specific Detail

According to the author's discussion of historical timelines, the true driver of current ecological collapse was:

(A) The initial discovery of controlled fire and rudimentary tool use by early hominids.

(B) The global transition from nomadic hunter-gatherer existence to sedentary agricultural production.

(C) The rise of Western colonial expansion and the reorganizing of society around commodity markets and fossil

fuel extraction.

(D) The demographic explosion of human populations across the landmasses of the Global South.

Q20. ● Medium Inference

Which of the following statements would the author most likely agree with?

(A) The current ecological crisis is hardwired into human evolutionary biology and cannot be mitigated by systemic

transformations.

(B) Renaming the geological epoch is an empty academic exercise that has no bearing on actual environmental

political action.

(C) Reclaiming a sustainable future requires transforming the historical economic structures that treat the earth as

an infinite resource repository.

(D) Multi-national conglomerates bear exactly the same level of ecological responsibility as subsistence

agriculturalists.
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ANSWER KEY & DETAILED ELIMINATION EXPLANATIONS

Quick Reference

Q Ans Q Ans Q Ans Q Ans Q Ans

1 B 5 A 9 B 13 B 17 C

2 C 6 C 10 B 14 B 18 B

3 C 7 B 11 C 15 B 19 C

4 C 8 B 12 B 16 A 20 C

Passage 1 · Philosophy

Q1 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: It correctly highlights both components of the author's thesis: the harm of instrumental maximization on

human consciousness and the need to retrieve autotelic actions.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Focuses entirely on universities (third paragraph), which serves as an example rather than the core overarching

philosophical theme.

(C) Uses an extreme qualifier ('the only viable logical frameworks'), which the author never claims.

(D) Describes a single symptom (decline of humanities departments) without capturing the philosophical core.

CAT Technique: Identify partial scopes (A & D) and extreme absolute words (C) to isolate the well-balanced main idea.

Q2 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: Option C accurately captures Kant's notion of structural independence from external targets — a

harmony of form distinct from functional utility.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Introduces 'deceptive,' which shifts the tone negatively away from Kant's praise of aesthetics.

(B) Suggests it must 'intentionally defy logic,' whereas Kant states it possesses internal harmony.

(D) Shifts into extreme combativeness ('actively destroy') unsupported by Kant's definition.

CAT Technique: Eliminate options that inject strong, distorted emotional words not supported by the academic definition in the

text.

Q3 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: It restates the literal contextual meaning: evaluating something solely by external goals/yields —

directly tied to the passage's phrase 'deemed worthy only to the extent that it yields tangible external utility.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Shifts focus to a narrow historical debate between ethical schools rather than a societal framework.

(B) Maps onto the specific example in paragraph 3 instead of the definition used in paragraph 1.

(D) Over-simplifies it to the cognitive limits of contemporary reading habits.

CAT Technique: Use etymological context (Teleological = goal/end-oriented) combined with clear thematic alignment.
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Q4 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: If the vast majority of students choose higher education out of intellectual curiosity rather than

vocational objectives, the premise of systematic commercial conditioning fails.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Speaks to earnings outcomes, not student intent or conditioning dynamics.

(B) Discusses corporate donor motivations — does not challenge what drives students' minds.

(D) Confirms that computing generates massive revenues, which actually aligns with the author's claim.

CAT Technique: Identify the precise core premise of the target paragraph (student mindset conditioning) and find the option

providing counter-factual data on that specific metric.

Passage 2 · Psychology / Sociology

Q5 — Correct Answer: A

Why it's correct: It matches the text's distinction between explicit/overt coercion and invisible/covert choice manipulation

('do not force users... they exploit deep-seated evolutionary vulnerabilities').

Why the others are wrong:

(B) Claims platforms provide 'genuine personal agency,' completely contradicting the passage.

(C) Mistakes a secondary outcome (polarization) for the definition of the operational shift.

(D) Uses extreme language ('eliminating all human behavioral variations').

CAT Technique: Directly match conceptual pairings — explicit control vs. choice architecture maps onto overt coercion vs.

covert environment engineering.

Q6 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: It addresses the exact mechanical purpose: exploiting evolutionary psychology to generate repetitive,

automated interaction loops ('bypass conscious cognitive deliberation').

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Completely reverses the effect by suggesting the platform encourages users to break free.

(B) Incorrectly states users are 'explicitly aware,' whereas the text says it operates below conscious awareness.

(D) Presents an inverted objective — platforms drive polarization, not democratic debate.

CAT Technique: Eliminate choices that invert the logical polarity or direction of the author's argument.

Q7 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: It aligns with the text's description: the self becomes 'an isolated node within an echo chamber

designed to validate its biases.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Describes the exact opposite of insulation (seeking out contradictions).

(C) Introduces an inaccurate commercial detail (blocking all ad streams).

(D) Attributes the state to a deliberate choice by the citizen, whereas the text attributes it to passive algorithmic

conditioning.

CAT Technique: Determine whether an action is autonomous/deliberate versus environmentally induced — a distinction

heavily tested in CAT.
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Q8 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: It is a precise logical reformulation of the final sentence: 'The threat is not the restriction of human

freedom, but the systematic engineering of what we choose to desire in the first place.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Creates an unstated comparative value judgment ('less dangerous') the author doesn't support.

(C) Claims users are 'hyper-aware,' directly contradicting paragraph 4 ('oblivious to the reality').

(D) Over-extends into a political conspiracy ('single, monolithic political ideology') — the passage argues platforms

want polarization for engagement.

CAT Technique: Identify boundary breaches — options that contradict explicit text (C) or construct unsupported extreme

goals (D) must be discarded.

Passage 3 · Economics / Business

Q9 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: It summarizes the two prongs of the critique: artificial inflation of equity metrics alongside structural

starvation of R&D; and labor (paragraphs 2–3).

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Isolates volatile interest rates as the primary flaw — secondary to the core charge of innovation starvation.

(C) Claims buybacks balance governance and help employees — completely reversing the passage's argument.

(D) Calls buybacks a legacy regulatory tool, when the text shows they are an engine of modern deregulation.

CAT Technique: Eliminate choices that invert facts (D) or convert the principal critique into a marginal point (A).

Q10 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: Stakeholder capitalism 'balanced investor yields with employee security, community investment, and

long-term capital investment.' Financialization replaced this by isolating shareholder value as the only definitive metric.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Untruthfully claims accountability to local communities increased.

(C) Asserts a false transfer of power to state regulators — negated by the focus on deregulation.

(D) Introduces a speculative external economic theory not supported by the text.

CAT Technique: Look for direct textual balances — the transition explicitly prioritizes investor yields over traditional security

parameters.

Q11 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: The passage states capital is diverted to 'corporate executives, whose compensation architectures are

directly tied to stock performance metrics. This dynamic creates a corporate culture characterized by acute

short-termism.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Names an external factor (labor pool shortages) not raised in the passage.

(B) Shifts blame onto cash reserve penalties, which the text never addresses.

(D) Attributes the change to consumer electronics market patterns instead of internal corporate governance.

CAT Technique: Locate the exact causal line — 'This dynamic creates...' points directly back to executive compensation

architectures.



CAT Reading Comprehension Premium Practice Paper Page 15

For educational use only  ·  Unauthorised reproduction prohibited

Q12 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: Paragraph 4 explicitly states corporations require 'state-sponsored bailouts or orchestrate mass

layoffs, externalizing their financial risks onto taxpayers and employees,' while equity returns remain private.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Introduces 'offshore zones,' shifting focus away from domestic taxpayers and employee layoffs.

(C) Presents an absurdly positive view of corporate sacrifice alien to the text.

(D) Attributes philanthropic motivation to investors — an irrelevant and unsupported motive.

CAT Technique: Ground the metaphor directly in context — 'externalize onto X and Y' means shifting liability burden off the

self onto X and Y.

Passage 4 · Science / Technology

Q13 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: The author states: 'epigenetic markers do not change the musical score; instead, they dictate how the

instruments interpret the composition' — mapping directly to expression changes without altering the DNA text.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Claims musicians alter physical instruments — violating the parallel to unchanging nucleotide text.

(C) Introduces an unrelated concept of competitive conflict and system noise.

(D) Claims the environment creates entirely new musical scores — directly violates the argument that DNA remains

structurally intact.

CAT Technique: Map technical elements to the metaphor precisely — the score itself is never rewritten, immediately

eliminating D.

Q14 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: The passage states that environmental exposures 'can leave a persistent molecular signature that

influences the health and development of its offspring... manifesting as altered physiological phenotypes in generations

that never experienced the original stressor.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Claims mutations are completely wiped out during gametogenesis — unsupported and contradictory.

(C) Uses absolute terms ('completely overwritten') that vastly overstate the described plasticity.

(D) Invokes million-year evolutionary horizons — missing the fast transgenerational timeframe the author describes.

CAT Technique: Guard boundary limits — eliminate choices that make vast claims across timescales or introduce absolute

solutions.

Q15 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: The author calls genetic determinism a 'tidy conceptual framework' but notes it 'increasingly failed to

account for anomalies' and labels it a 'reductive model' — balancing structural evaluation with objective criticism.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Incorrect — the author explicitly points out failures and boundaries of the deterministic framework.

(C) Over-extends tone into intense personal hostility ('deliberate ideological manipulation') inappropriate for this

academic essay.

(D) Falsely claims the author views the model as completely unchallenged — explicitly contradicted by the field of

epigenetics.

CAT Technique: Tone options require removing highly aggressive emotional words (C) and absolute misstatements of fact

(D).
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Q16 — Correct Answer: A

Why it's correct: The final paragraph asserts that environmental settings are 'biological determinants that will actively

sculpt the molecular architecture of future generations.' It logically follows that improving those environments will protect

future biological health.

Why the others are wrong:

(B) Manufactures a drastic political mandate ('immediately ban all genetic engineering') out of thin air.

(C) Claims extreme personal absolution ('entirely liberated from any personal health accountability').

(D) Asserts future generations have identical markers regardless of societal design — directly negating the core

thesis of plasticity.

CAT Technique: Inferences must extend the existing vector of the author's logic (A) rather than inventing unmentioned policy

rules (B).

Passage 5 · History / Culture / Environment

Q17 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: The passage opens with the Anthropocene framework, immediately challenges it with the Capitalocene

critique, explains how the Anthropocene misreads timelines and flattens responsibility, and closes by arguing that the

Capitalocene enables political action.

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Describes a simple clerical exercise (documenting a timeline) rather than an analytical evaluation of frameworks.

(B) States the author is defending the Anthropocene — textually false.

(D) Introduces a specific policy ('market-based carbon taxation') absent from the passage.

CAT Technique: Evaluate the author's primary structural objective — the passage is built as a critique of a dominant

paradigm, matching C.

Q18 — Correct Answer: B

Why it's correct: Paragraph 4 explicitly argues the Anthropocene creates a 'false equity of blame' by grouping a

subsistence farmer with a billionaire class or multinational conglomerate — 'universalization of guilt actively undermines

environmental justice.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Introduces an unmentioned variable ('high-tech waste streams') that changes the target.

(C) Attributes a pro-capitalist argument to an author who is highly critical of capitalist world-ecology.

(D) Claims the narrative actively blocks climate scientists — an extreme overstatement not supported by the text.

CAT Technique: Look for direct conceptual mappings — erasing the distinction between poor farmer and billionaire class =

flattening historical wealth disparities.
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Q19 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: Paragraph 3 states the 'sharp inflection point... does not align with the birth of human civilization, but

with the rise of Western colonial expansion and the subsequent Industrial Revolution... organized around the logic of

commodity production for global markets.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Lists early hominid tools and fire, which the author explicitly dismisses as the root cause.

(B) Points to early agricultural settlement — part of the linear Anthropocene narrative the author is refuting.

(D) Focuses on population explosion in the Global South, contradicting the author's systematic critique of Western

capital concentration.

CAT Technique: Separate the counter-argument from the author's argument — A and B represent the Anthropocene view the

author is actively rejecting.

Q20 — Correct Answer: C

Why it's correct: The author concludes that if the crisis is the product of 'a specific historical economic system, then it

can be dismantled' by 'rewriting the systemic logic that treats the biosphere as an unpaid resource repository for capital

accumulation.'

Why the others are wrong:

(A) Advocates for environmental fatalism, which the author explicitly rejects.

(B) Claims the title change is an empty exercise, while the author argues it provides significant political utility.

(D) Claims conglomerates and subsistence farmers share identical responsibility — violating paragraph 4's primary

critique.

CAT Technique: Test for fatalism vs. agency — the author explicitly chooses frameworks offering agency for transformation,

validating C.


