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Trinity College Dublin
vs University College Dublin
Which is actually better for Indian students —

Ireland's #1 vs #2 university, compared on the things that matter to you.

TRINITY (TCD) UCD

A Shiksha Study Abroad downloadable resource, prepared for prospective Indian applicants.
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What's inside this decision guide
A side-by-side comparison of Ireland's two highest-ranked universities — Trinity College Dublin, Ireland's oldest

university and its clear #1 by global ranking, and University College Dublin, Ireland's largest university and the

country's #2, closing the ranking gap faster than almost any university in Europe. This guide looks at where each

stands today, and where each is headed.

Fee figures also show the INR equivalent. Conversion used: €1 ≈ Rs. 110 (indicative mid-market rate, July 2026) — rates fluctuate daily; check the
live rate before budgeting.
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#75
Trinity's QS World rank 2026/27 — Ireland's

#1, fastest-climbing in Europe

#100-118
UCD's QS World rank 2026/27 — its

highest-ever position

34% vs 42%
acceptance rates — Trinity vs UCD

(third-party estimates)

Want a personalised answer instead? Talk to Shiksha — for FREE

■  Click here to chat on WhatsApp

https://www.wa.link/fgitii

■  For FREE counselling, register here

https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

https://www.wa.link/fgitii
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
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1 At a Glance
Ireland's #1 and #2 universities, side by side

Trinity College Dublin University College Dublin

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

Founded 1592 — Ireland's oldest university 1854 — as the Catholic University of Ireland

Character Historic, prestige-led, compact single site Large, modern, self-contained green campus

QS World Rank
2026/27

#75 — Ireland's #1, in the global top 100 #118 (2026), reported #100 in 2027 edition —
highest-ever

Students 22,000+, from 120+ countries 38,000+ — Ireland's largest university, from
152 countries

Campus 47-acre historic campus, Dublin city centre
(College Green)

133-hectare self-contained campus, Belfield,
~5km from city centre

Signature strength Nursing, Pharmacy, English, Law; Triple
Crown business school

Smurfit Business School (Triple Crown);
NovaUCD innovation hub; Aryabhata
Scholarship for Indian science students

Indian student
presence

2nd-largest non-EU cohort after the USA;
dedicated India team

Large international cohort (11,500+);
India-specific scholarship route

Both are excellent, legitimate choices — this genuinely isn't a case of one being ‘good’ and the other a fallback.

Trinity leads on global prestige and ranking; UCD leads on scale, course breadth, and a very specific India-only

scholarship worth understanding in detail.
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2 Rankings — Today and the Trajectory
The number, and which way it's moving

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

QS World University
Rankings 2026

#75 (up from #87 in 2025 — +12 places) #118 (up from #126 in 2025 — highest-ever)

QS World University
Rankings 2027

#75 (holding position) Reported #100 by some sources — first time
in the global top 100

THE World University
Rankings

#173 band Ranked, improving band

Research network
membership

Only Irish member of LERU (League of
European Research Universities, 23
members)

Member of Universitas 21, a global network
of 21 research universities

1-year trend Largest single-year QS improvement in
Trinity's recent history

Consistent upward climb across multiple QS
cycles running

The future-facing read: Trinity's lead is real and currently widening in absolute terms — a 12-place jump keeps it

comfortably ahead. But UCD's climb is arguably just as significant relative to where it started: cracking the QS global

top 100 for the first time is a genuine institutional milestone, not incremental movement. If Trinity's rise is about

consolidating prestige it already had, UCD's is about actually entering a new tier.

Both universities' gains are happening alongside a broader national trend — Irish universities collectively improved more than almost
any other European higher education system this cycle. Read each institution's climb as real, but not entirely isolated from that tailwind.
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3 Tuition Fees & Scholarships
The number that decides most shortlists

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

UG tuition / year €21,570–29,570
(Rs. 23.73L–32.53L)

€19,900–33,870
(Rs. 21.89L–37.26L)

PG tuition / year €16,210–37,300
(Rs. 17.83L–41.03L)

€10,760–36,990
(Rs. 11.84L–40.69L)

MBA Trinity Business School, Triple Crown
accredited

€38,860 (35% India discount available: →
~€25,259)

(42.75L)

Application fee €55
(6.0K)

Varies by programme

Flagship India-specific
scholarship

Merit-based awards through general
international scholarship routes

Aryabhata Science Scholarship — 50–100%
tuition waiver, exclusively for Indian UG
Science applicants

Other scholarships International Ambassador and merit-based
awards

Global Excellence Scholarship (50%–100%);
automatic International Student Scholarship
(ISS)

National-level award
(either uni)

Government of Ireland Scholarship — full
tuition + €10,000 stipend, 60 awards
nationally

Same award — open to applicants at any Irish
university, not university-specific

Conversion used: €1 ≈ Rs. 110 (indicative mid-market rate, July 2026) — rates fluctuate daily; check the live rate before budgeting.

UCD's Aryabhata Science Scholarship is the single most valuable India-specific award covered anywhere in
this guide series — a 50–100% tuition waiver exclusively for Indian undergraduate Science applicants. If you're

applying to a UCD Science degree, this alone can be worth checking before comparing anything else. Trinity's fee

ranges are broadly comparable to UCD's overall, but Trinity doesn't have an equivalent single flagship India-only

award of that scale.

■  Not sure if you qualify for the Aryabhata Scholarship, or how UCD's MBA discount actually works
out? Let's check your eligibility —  WhatsApp us | Register free

https://www.wa.link/fgitii
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
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4 Entry Requirements
Where do you realistically stand a chance?

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

UG: Std XII minimum Strong academic profile expected;
competitive programmes close applications
early

70–80% in best 5 subjects
(programme-dependent)

PG: Bachelor's minimum 60%+ (2:1 Irish equivalent) from a
recognised university

2:1/2:2 equivalent from a recognised
institution

English requirement IELTS 6.5 (typical) IELTS 6.5 overall, no band below 6.0

Estimated acceptance
rate

~34% — varies significantly by programme ~42%

Foundation / bridging
route

Available for applicants not meeting direct
entry

Pathway options available through partner
providers

UCD is the meaningfully more accessible of the two on acceptance rate (~42% vs Trinity's ~34%), even though

both ask for genuinely strong academic profiles. If your Class XII percentage or Bachelor's grade is borderline for

Trinity's most competitive programmes, UCD's equivalent course is a credible, well-ranked alternative — not a

consolation choice.
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5 Course Strengths
Where each university genuinely excels

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

Nursing (=10 in the world, QS 2026), English (=19), Pharmacy & Pharmacology (=28), and Law, alongside Trinity

Business School's full Triple Crown accreditation (AACSB, AMBA, EQUIS). Trinity's strength is concentrated in

Humanities, Health Sciences and Law — if your field is one of these, Trinity's global subject ranking is a genuine,

not just reputational, advantage.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

Business (the Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School is also Triple Crown accredited and ranked in the FT

Global MBA Rankings), Engineering, Science, Law, and Health Sciences, spread across six colleges. UCD's

Horizons modular curriculum lets students take courses outside their main subject — a genuinely distinctive feature

if you want flexibility rather than a fixed track. NovaUCD and NexusUCD add a strong entrepreneurship and startup

ecosystem most universities don't have.

Both business schools hold full Triple Crown accreditation — a shared strength, not a point of difference, and worth knowing since
marketing from either side can make it sound unique.
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6 Industry Links & Future-Readiness
What actually gets you hired

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

Named industry
partners

Deep ties across law, finance, pharma and
consulting through alumni networks and
city-centre proximity

Accenture, Deloitte, PwC, Google and Meta
named as top Smurfit MBA recruiters

Innovation
infrastructure

Research-led industry partnerships through
LERU network

NovaUCD and NexusUCD — dedicated
innovation and startup hubs, Ireland's leading
university innovation ecosystem

India-specific
academic links

Partnerships with IIT Kharagpur, Thapar
University, Manipal Academy, Ashoka
University

Aryabhata Scholarship functions as a direct,
ongoing India recruitment pipeline for Science

Global exchange
network

Extensive study-abroad and exchange
partnerships

400+ partner universities — one of the largest
exchange networks of any Irish university

Reported flagship
outcome data

High graduate employability from research
focus and industry connections

Smurfit MBA graduates report
€60,000–€80,000 starting salaries

The pattern worth noticing: Trinity's employability story leans on brand and network depth built over four

centuries; UCD's leans on infrastructure built specifically for innovation and entrepreneurship, plus a much larger

global exchange footprint. Neither is inherently better — they suit different kinds of career plans, from traditional

professional-services tracks (Trinity) to startup, consulting and cross-border career paths (UCD).
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7 Campus, Location & Student Life
Where you'll actually spend your years

Parameter ● Trinity (TCD) ● UCD

Location Dublin city centre (College Green) — 47-acre
historic campus

Belfield, Dublin 4 — 133-hectare green campus,
~5km from city centre

Feel Iconic, cobbled, always populated; everything
within walking distance of the city

Spacious, self-contained, more suburban — its
own small town of sorts

Getting into town Already there — no commute needed Bus/cycle routes into central Dublin; not walking
distance

Indian community
touches

Annual Holi celebration on Front Square; Indian
food near Parnell Street

Large, well-established international student
societies across its bigger cohort

Cost of living Comparable Dublin-wide living costs; city-centre
accommodation runs pricier

UCD's own estimate: ~€27,816/year
(~€2,300/month) for living costs

If you want the postcard image of studying in Dublin — cobblestones, centuries-old buildings, walking everywhere

— Trinity delivers that literally. If you'd prefer a calmer, more spacious campus with its own self-contained

community and don't mind a short commute into town, UCD's Belfield campus fits that better.
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8 Employability & Post-Study Work
What happens after you graduate

Post-study work rights are set by your degree level, not your university. Bachelor's and

Master's graduates from either Trinity or UCD qualify for the same Irish Stamp 1G post-study work

permission — 12 months for Bachelor's, 24 months for Master's graduates. Choosing one university

over the other has no bearing on this specific entitlement.

UCD has also been ranked #1 in Ireland for Employment Outcomes and Sustainability in QS's European University

Rankings — a specific, credible signal alongside Trinity's broader global employer-reputation strength. Both are

strong choices for graduate outcomes; the real difference is the type of role and sector each university's network

tends to funnel graduates toward, covered in Chapter 6.
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9 The Decision Scorecard
Shiksha's editorial assessment, out of 5

Trinity College Dublin University College Dublin

Parameter Trinity UCD

Global ranking & brand recognition 5.0/5 4.0/5

Affordability (fees) 3.0/5 3.5/5

Scholarship potential (best case) 3.5/5 4.5/5

Entry accessibility 3.0/5 3.5/5

Course breadth & flexibility 3.5/5 4.5/5

Ranking momentum (forward-looking) 4.0/5 4.5/5

Campus & location experience 4.5/5 4.0/5

Employability signals 4.0/5 4.0/5

Illustrative totals (sum of the 8 scores above): Trinity 30.5/40, UCD 32.5/40 — a close result, and one that would

flip depending on how you weight brand prestige against scholarship value and flexibility. If prestige matters most to

you, weight Trinity's ranking score more heavily and the picture changes considerably. This table is a starting

conversation, not a final answer.

This scorecard is Shiksha's own editorial judgement for general guidance — it is not an official ranking. Your ideal weighting depends
entirely on your course, budget and career priorities.
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10 Which One Fits You?
Matching the decision to your priorities

Global brand recognition matters most, or you're targeting Law, Nursing, Pharmacy or English

→  Choose Trinity
Ireland's #1 university by every major global ranking, with subject strength concentrated exactly where its reputation is

strongest.

Applying to a UCD Science degree, or want maximum scholarship value

→  Choose UCD — check the Aryabhata Scholarship first
A 50–100% tuition waiver exclusively for Indian Science applicants can change your entire financial picture before you

compare anything else.

Want course flexibility, a bigger international community, or a calmer campus

→  Choose UCD
The Horizons modular curriculum, a larger global exchange network, and a meaningfully higher acceptance rate make

UCD a genuinely strong first choice, not just an alternative to Trinity.

Still genuinely unsure which fits your specific course and profile

→  Talk to Shiksha before you decide
A 15-minute free call can pressure-test your choice against your actual profile — and catch a scholarship or deadline you

didn't know applied to you.
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11 Get Free Counselling from Shiksha
Your next step starts here

Choosing between Trinity and UCD isn't about which is objectively ‘better’ — it's about matching your course,

budget, and career plans to the right fit. Shiksha Study Abroad's counsellors can help you:

•  Compare specific programmes (not just universities) across both shortlists.

•  Check your eligibility for UCD's Aryabhata Scholarship or Trinity's merit awards.

•  Understand which university's course structure and industry links fit your career goals.

•  Plan your application, deposit, and CAS/offer timeline so nothing is left too late.

Tap below to get started — it's 100% FREE

■  Click here to chat on WhatsApp

https://www.wa.link/fgitii

■  For FREE counselling, register here

https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

Prefer email?
studyabroad@shiksha.com  |  www.shiksha.com/studyabroad

All figures in this guide are 2026-27 planning estimates from official university pages, QS/THE rankings, and third-party study-abroad
sources, current as of mid-2026. Always verify current fees, entry requirements and course details directly with each university before
applying.

https://www.wa.link/fgitii
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
mailto:studyabroad@shiksha.com
https://www.shiksha.com/studyabroad
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Still torn between
Trinity and UCD?

Our counsellors help Indian students match their course, budget and

career goals to the right Dublin university — and flag anything you

should double-check before applying. Completely free of cost.

■ Chat on WhatsApp  →

■ Register FREE  →

studyabroad@shiksha.com

www.shiksha.com/studyabroad

Follow us: Facebook  •  Instagram  •  YouTube

Figures in this guide are 2026-27 planning estimates compiled from official Trinity College Dublin (tcd.ie) and

University College Dublin (ucd.ie) pages, QS World University Rankings 2026/2027, Times Higher Education World

Rankings, and third-party study-abroad sources current as of mid-2026. INR conversions use an indicative rate of

€1 ≈ Rs. 110 (July 2026). Scores in the decision scorecard are Shiksha's editorial assessment for general guidance

only, not an official ranking — always verify current fees, entry requirements and course-specific details with

each university before applying.

© Shiksha Study Abroad — Info Edge India Ltd. All rights reserved.
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