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What's inside this decision guide

A side-by-side comparison of the two private colleges Indian students shortlist most often for Ireland — Dublin
Business School (DBS), Ireland's largest independent college, and National College of Ireland (NCI), based inside
Dublin's International Financial Services Centre. Both are QQIl-accredited and award the same Level 8/9
qualifications as Irish universities, at a noticeably lower fee. This guide looks at where each stands today, and where
each is headed.

Fee figures also show the INR equivalent. Conversion used: €1 = Rs. 110 (indicative mid-market rate, July 2026) — rates fluctuate daily; check the
live rate before budgeting.
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QS 4-Star QS 5-Star 1 rule

DBS's QS Stars rating — Ireland's largest NCI's QS Stars rating — the only 24-month Stamp 1G applies equally to
independent college independent 5-star college in Ireland Master's graduates from both
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Want a personalised answer instead? Talk to Shiksha — for FREE

m Click here to chat on WhatsApp

https://www.wa.link/fqitii

m For FREE counselling, register here

https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaW!
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@ Dublin Business School (DBS)

At a Glance

Ireland's two leading private colleges, compared

@ National College of Ireland (NCI)
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Founded

Character

Students

QS Stars rating

Campus

Signature strength

Accreditation

1975

Ireland's largest independent college; broad
course range

9,000+, 30—35% international, 70+ countries

4-Star

4-5 central Dublin campuses (main: Aungier
Street, near St Stephen's Green)

Ireland's most affordable MBA — no GMAT,
no work experience required

QQI-accredited; Eduniversal Selected;
ILEP-listed

1951 — older of the two, founded as the
Catholic Workers College

Compact, tech/finance-focused, embedded in
Dublin's financial district

Smaller cohort; strong international presence

5-Star — the only independent 5-star college
in Ireland

IFSC campus + €12m Clonliffe Campus
(Al/cybersecurity labs)

IFSC location — walking distance to Citi,
Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, Deloitte, EY

QQI-accredited; ILEP-listed

Both are private, QQI-accredited colleges — not public universities — which is exactly why they're worth comparing
to each other rather than to Trinity or UCD. Their degrees carry the same legal recognition and the same Stamp 1G
post-study work rights, at a meaningfully lower fee than Ireland's public universities.

studyabroad@shiksha.com

| www.shiksha.com/studyabroad

Page 4



shiksha DBS vs NCI » DECISION GUIDE

STUDY ABROAD

Recognition & Ratings

How these are actually measured

Neither DBS nor NCI appears on the main QS World University Rankings — that list is built around research output,
and both are teaching-focused colleges by design. Instead, they're assessed through QS Stars, a separate ratings
system for teaching-led institutions (the same system used for applied business colleges like the London School of
Business and Finance).

QS Stars rating 4 Stars 5 Stars — Ireland's only independent 5-star
college

Other recognition Eduniversal Selected status QS Europe: #=182 in Northern Europe

Recent infrastructure Ongoing campus upgrades across its 4-5 €12 million Clonliffe Campus — dedicated Al

investment central sites and cybersecurity labs

The future-facing read: NCI's 5-star rating and its recent €12m investment specifically into Al and cybersecurity
infrastructure both point toward a college actively positioning itself around Ireland's fastest-growing tech and
data-skills demand. DBS's advantage is different — sheer scale and course breadth, which matters if you're not
narrowly focused on tech or finance.

Neither rating should be read like a QS World Ranking position — they measure different things (teaching quality and institutional
facilities, not global research output) and aren't directly comparable to public-university rankings.
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Tuition Fees & Scholarships

The number that decides most shortlists

UG tuition / year €9,000-14,000 ~€10,000
(Rs. 9.90L—15.40L) (11.00L)
PG (MSc) tuition / year €14,500 (most programmes) €15,000-17,000
(15.95L) (Rs. 16.50L—-18.70L)
MBA €12,950-€13,500 — Ireland's most affordable Not NCI's focus — check current MSc

MBA; no GMAT, no work experience needed Management portfolio instead

Headline scholarship €500—€1,000 partial scholarships (Level 8/9) India-focused scholarships of up to €7,000
Living costs (Dublin) ~£12,000—€15,000/year ~€12,500/year
Conversion used: €1 = Rs. 110 (indicative mid-market rate, July 2026) — rates fluctuate daily; check the live rate before budgeting.

DBS is the more affordable option on headline tuition, especially for its MBA — the cheapest in Ireland, with no
GMAT score or prior work experience required, which matters if you're applying straight after a Bachelor's. NCl's
fees run slightly higher but come with a larger India-specific scholarship pool, and its narrower, tech/finance-focused
course list means less risk of overpaying for breadth you don't need.

m Not sure which India-specific scholarship you actually qualify for, or whether DBS's lower fee beats

NCI's scholarship for your course? Let's work it out — WhatsApp us | Reqister free
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Entry Requirements

Where do you realistically stand a chance?

Parameter

UG: Std XlI / equivalent
PG: Bachelor's minimum
MBA-specific

English requirement
Estimated acceptance

rate

Application turnaround

Moderate academic bar; specific % varies by
programme

Standard pass/2.2 equivalent for most MSc
programmes

No GMAT, no minimum work experience
required

IELTS, Duolingo, PTE, TOEFL or GMAT
accepted

~55-60% (third-party estimate)

Rolling, multi-intake; generally fast

DBS vs NCI « DECISION GUIDE

Typically 60—65%

2.2 or higher UK/Irish-equivalent Bachelor's

Not NCI's focus area

IELTS 6.5 typical for direct-entry routes

~50% (third-party estimate)

Can be as quick as 5 days for a decision

Both are meaningfully more accessible than Ireland's public universities — that's the whole point of this
category of college. DBS's complete absence of GMAT or work-experience requirements for its MBA is the single
most distinctive entry point on this page; NCI's slightly tighter academic bar reflects its more specialised tech/finance
focus rather than a fundamentally higher bar.
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Course Strengths

Where each college genuinely excels

DUBLIN BUSINESS SCHOOL (DBS)

Accounting & Finance, Business & Management, Law, Psychology, Counselling & Psychotherapy, IT/Computing,
Marketing & Event Management, and a genuinely affordable MBA. DBS's breadth is its real strength — if your
interests span business and a genuinely different field (psychology, counselling, law), DBS is one of the few Irish
colleges offering all of them under one roof.

NATIONAL COLLEGE OF IRELAND (NCI)

Ireland's largest School of Computing, plus strong programmes in Data Analytics, Cloud Computing, Cybersecurity,
FinTech, Artificial Intelligence, Accounting and Finance. NClI's course list is narrower than DBS's but deeper in
exactly the fields its IFSC location serves — if you're set on tech, data or finance, NClI's focus and location work
together rather than being separate selling points.

studyabroad@shiksha.com | www.shiksha.com/studyabroad Page 8



shiksha DBS vs NCI » DECISION GUIDE

STUDY ABROAD

Industry Links & Future-Readiness
What actually gets you hired

This is where the two colleges' addresses genuinely start to matter, not just as a postcode but as part of the pitch.

Location advantage Central Dublin, near St Stephen's Green, Inside the IFSC — walking distance to Citi,
Luas and major bus routes — well-connected, = Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, Bank of
general-purpose America, Deloitte, EY, Mastercard, Accenture

Placement structure Placement and internship support across UG business students can undertake 8-12
business, IT and law programmes months' work placement; strong on-campus

recruitment presence

Employer Broad employer network across its wider Deep partnerships specifically in Professional
relationships course range Services, Banking & Finance, Tech and
Government sectors

Community & events Business, law and psychology-focused Free public tech/business events — dot conf,
student societies and events Legends in Your Lunchtime, Marketing
Mavericks

The pattern worth noticing: NCI's IFSC address is a genuinely structural advantage for tech and finance careers
— you're not just near these employers, your coursework and industry projects are built around them. DBS's
advantage is flexibility — a strong, well-connected location that supports a much wider range of career paths,
without over-indexing on any one sector.
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Campus, Location & Student Life

Where you'll actually spend your years

IFSC (International Financial Services Centre),
plus the newer Clonliffe Campus

Main campus Aungier Street, central Dublin, with 3—-4
additional nearby campuses

Feel Spread across multiple central-Dublin sites; big,
diverse, business-district energy

Accommodation No dedicated on-campus halls; private rentals
across central Dublin

International 30-35% international students, from 70+
community countries

Compact, modern, corporate-district feel;
state-of-the-art labs at Clonliffe

No dedicated on-campus halls;
third-party-managed Hubble Living nearby, plus
private rentals

Established international cohort, strong Indian
representation

Neither college provides its own halls of residence — budget for private rental in central Dublin regardless of which
you choose, and start that search early given how competitive Dublin's rental market is. Both locations are well
within walking or short-Luas distance of each other, so this genuinely isn't a factor that should decide between them

on its own.
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Post-Study Work & Career Outcomes

What happens after you graduate

Post-study work rights are identical between these two colleges. Both DBS and NCI are
ILEP-listed (Interim List of Eligible Programmes), and Master's graduates from either qualify for the
same 24-month Stamp 1G post-study work permission in Ireland. This is a degree-level and
programme-list entitlement, not a college-specific one — don't let marketing from either side imply
an advantage here that doesn't exist.

Where outcomes genuinely diverge is the type of role graduates tend to land. NCI's IFSC-adjacent tech and finance
graduates often move directly into roles with employers they've already interacted with during their course. DBS's
broader programme mix means outcomes vary more by subject — a psychology or law graduate's path looks
nothing like a business or IT graduate's, which is either a strength (flexibility) or a dilution (less sector focus),
depending on what you're looking for.

studyabroad@shiksha.com | www.shiksha.com/studyabroad Page 11



shiksha

STUDY ABROAD

The Decision Scorecard

Shiksha's editorial assessment, out of 5

@ Dublin Business School (DBS) @ National College of Ireland (NCI)

Recognition & ratings (X X X 3.5/5
Affordability (fees) 09000 4.0/5
Scholarship potential (best case) 000 3.0/5
Entry accessibility 0000 4.0/5
Course breadth vs specialisation fit 0000 4.0/5
Industry proximity (future-readiness) 000 3.0/5
Campus & location experience X X X 3.5/5
Post-study work rights 09000 4.0/5
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Illustrative totals (sum of the 8 scores above): DBS 29/40, NCI 30/40 — an essentially even split. DBS scores
marginally better on cost and flexibility; NCI scores marginally better on ratings and industry proximity. Neither total
should be read as a verdict — the real answer depends entirely on whether your course is tech/finance-specific

(favouring NCI) or broader (favouring DBS).

This scorecard is Shiksha's own editorial judgement for general guidance — it is not an official ranking. Your ideal weighting depends

entirely on your course, budget and career priorities.
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Which One Fits You?

Matching the decision to your priorities

Targeting Computing, Data Analytics, Cybersecurity, FinTech or Al

— Choose NCI

Ireland's largest School of Computing, a 5-star QS rating, and an IFSC address that puts you walking distance from the
exact employers hiring in these fields.

Want the cheapest MBA route in Ireland, with no GMAT or work experience

- Choose DBS

At €12,950—€13,500 with no GMAT or prior work experience required, this is the most accessible MBA entry point in the
country.

Interested in Psychology, Counselling, Law, or a broader course mix

- Choose DBS

NCI doesn't meaningfully compete in these fields — DBS's breadth is a genuine, not just marginal, advantage here.

Still genuinely unsure which fits your specific course and career plan

- Talk to Shiksha before you decide

A 15-minute free call can pressure-test your choice against your actual profile — and catch a scholarship or deadline you
didn't know applied to you.
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Get Free Counselling from Shiksha

Your next step starts here

Choosing between DBS and NCI isn't about which is objectively ‘better’ — it's about matching your course, budget,
and career plans to the right fit. Shiksha Study Abroad's counsellors can help you:

e Compare specific programmes (not just colleges) across both shortlists.

Work out whether DBS's lower fee or NClI's scholarship and industry proximity wins for your course.

Understand exactly what a QS Stars rating does and doesn't tell you, versus a public-university ranking.

« Plan your application, deposit, and visa timeline so nothing is left too late.

Tap below to get started — it's 100% FREE

m Click here to chat on WhatsApp

https://www.wa.link/fqitii

m For FREE counselling, register here

https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSI|YaW!

Prefer email?

studyabroad@shiksha.com | www.shiksha.com/studyabroad

All figures in this guide are 2026-27 planning estimates from official college pages, QS Stars ratings, and third-party study-abroad
sources, current as of mid-2026. Always verify current fees, entry requirements and course details directly with each college before
applying.
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Still torn between
DBS and NCI?

Our counsellors help Indian students match their course, budget and
career goals to the right Dublin college — and flag anything you
should double-check before applying. Completely free of cost.

studyabroad @shiksha.com

www.shiksha.com/studyabroad

Follow us: Facebook ¢ Instagram ¢ YouTube

Figures in this guide are 2026-27 planning estimates compiled from official Dublin Business School (dbs.ie) and
National College of Ireland (ncirl.ie) pages, QS Stars ratings, Eduniversal, and third-party study-abroad sources
current as of mid-2026. INR conversions use an indicative rate of €1 = Rs. 110 (July 2026). Scores in the decision
scorecard are Shiksha's editorial assessment for general guidance only, not an official ranking — always verify
current fees, entry requirements and course-specific details with each college before applying.
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