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Confused About Which
College to Take?

Use Fees and Placement Data to Pick the Right College A simple decision guide for
AP EAMCET students

Prepared by Shiksha.com | shiksha.com/engineering/ap-eamcet-exam

You Got Allotted. Now the Real Decision Starts.
Getting a seat allotted is great. But choosing the wrong college — even if it has a good rank — can cost you four

years and lakhs of rupees with poor placement outcomes. Every year, students pick colleges based on college

name alone and regret it. This guide will show you exactly how to use fees and placement data to make a smart

decision.

1. The Two Numbers That Actually Matter

When evaluating any college, focus on just two numbers first. Everything else is secondary.

Annual Fees (Total Cost of 4 Years)

Autonomous private colleges: Rs 80,000 – Rs 1,50,000 per year

JNTU-affiliated private colleges: Rs 35,000 – Rs 80,000 per year

Government / JNTU government colleges: Rs 8,000 – Rs 35,000 per year

Total 4-year cost ranges from Rs 32,000 (government) to Rs 6,00,000+ (top private)

A high-fee college is only worth it if placements justify the cost. Always calculate ROI.
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Average Placement Package (per branch)

CSE/IT — Average package at good private colleges: Rs 4–8 LPA

CSE/IT — Average package at top autonomous colleges: Rs 8–15 LPA

ECE — Average: Rs 3–6 LPA

Mechanical/Civil/EEE — Average: Rs 2.5–4 LPA

A Rs 6 LPA average package at a Rs 40,000/year college = excellent ROI

A Rs 6 LPA average package at a Rs 1,50,000/year college = poor ROI

■ Simple ROI check: Divide 4-year total fees by average placement package. If the ratio is less than 1
(fees < 1 year's salary), the college is worth it. If the ratio is more than 2, you need very strong
placement proof before deciding.

2. How to Actually Verify Placement Data

Every college says placements are good. Here's how to check if they actually are:

1

Check NIRF Ranking placement data

The National Institutional Ranking Framework (nirfindia.org) publishes placement data submitted by

colleges to the government. This includes median salary, highest salary, and placement percentage. It is

the most reliable source — colleges can be penalised for submitting false data.

2

Ask current students on LinkedIn

Search '[College Name] + [Branch] + 2023' or '2024' on LinkedIn. Find recent graduates and check

where they are working. If 50 CSE graduates are at TCS/Infosys with 3.5 LPA, that tells you the real

picture — not the '18 LPA highest package' the college puts on its banner.

3

Check Shiksha.com college reviews and placement data

Shiksha has placement data, student reviews, and fee details for most AP EAMCET colleges. Filter by

branch to see CSE/ECE specific placement averages. Student reviews are particularly useful — they tell

you what the college doesn't advertise.

4

Visit the college placement cell page

Good colleges publish year-wise placement reports with company names and offer counts. If a college

only shows 'highest package' and hides the number of students placed, that is a red flag.
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3. College vs Branch — Which Matters More?

This is the most argued question in AP EAMCET. Here is the honest answer:

Situation What matters more Why

Top government college
(JNTUK/JNTUA) vs Top private
college

Government
college

Lower fees + equal or better brand recognition in AP.
Government JNTU colleges have strong alumni
networks.

CSE at a mid-tier private college
vs Mechanical at a top college

CSE at mid-tier In 2026, CSE/IT placements are 3–5x higher than
Mechanical across all tiers. Branch wins for salary.

ECE at Tier-1 college vs CSE at
Tier-2 college

CSE at Tier-2 CSE salary advantage is significant enough to overcome
college tier difference in most cases.

Same branch, different fees
(e.g., CSE at Rs 40k/yr vs Rs
1.2L/yr)

Lower fee college if
placements are
similar

Always verify actual placement data — don't assume a
higher-fee college places better.

4. Red Flags to Watch Out For

1

The college advertises only 'highest package'

Any college can get one student a high offer. What matters is average package and percentage of

students placed. If a college hides these numbers, it usually means they are bad.

2

Placement numbers don't mention the branch

A college with great CSE placements may have zero Mechanical placements. Always ask for

branch-specific placement data, not overall college numbers.

3

Fee is high but NIRF ranking is missing or very low

NIRF rankings are now voluntary but most good colleges participate. If a college charges Rs 1+ lakh per

year but has no NIRF ranking, research extra carefully.

4

Very new college (less than 5 years old)

New colleges have no placement history. Their alumni are still in college or just starting careers. Be

extremely careful about placement claims from colleges established after 2019.

5. Your 5-Minute College Evaluation Checklist

Check Where to find it Green signal Red flag

Annual fees College website / Shiksha Rs 35k–80k (private) Rs 1.5L+ without NIRF rank
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Check Where to find it Green signal Red flag

Avg placement (CSE) NIRF + Shiksha reviews Rs 5 LPA+ for top
private

Only 'highest package' shown

% students placed NIRF data / placement
report

70%+ consistent Not disclosed

Top recruiters College placement page Product companies,
MNCs

Only mass recruiters at 3 LPA

Student reviews Shiksha.com reviews Consistent 4+ rating Consistent complaints about
faculty/labs

Accreditation NAAC / NBA website NAAC A+ or A No accreditation

■ Final advice: A government college with lower fees and consistent 5+ LPA placements will always
beat a flashy private college with high fees and poor placement data. Do not let college marketing
brochures make the decision for you. The numbers are always more honest than the posters.

AP EAMCET college fees & placement data

Compare colleges · check fees · read student reviews

>>
shiksha.com/engineering/ap-eamcet-college-predictor

AP EAMCET college predictor 2026

Enter your rank → see which colleges you can get

>> shiksha.com/engineering/ap-eamcet-exam

Fee and placement data sourced from NIRF, Shiksha.com reviews, and college placement reports. Figures are indicative — always verify directly with
colleges before making a decision. Shiksha.com does not guarantee placement outcomes.
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