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Shiksha•Study	Abroad

HEAD - TO -HEAD 	COMPAR I SON 	 · 	 DUBA I , 	 UAE 	 · 	 2 026 / 2 7

University	of	Birmingham	Dubai	vs	Heriot-Watt
University	Dubai
A	Fully	Verdict-Driven	Comparison	for	Indian	Master's	Students

Two	UK	branch	campuses	in	Dubai,	both	awarding	UK	degrees	—	every	figure	below	is	sourced	from
verified	official	and	institutional	data,	with	live	AED-to-INR	conversions.

₹26
=	AED	1	(LIVE	RATE	USED	THROUGHOUT)

Top-100	UK	vs
#287

PARENT	UNIVERSITY	RANKING

₹9.5L-45L
UOB	DUBAI	PG	FEE	RANGE

₹21.4L-37L
HERIOT-WATT	DUBAI	PG	FEE	RANGE

Shiksha	Study	Abroad	offers	FREE	counselling
Talk	to	a	Shiksha	counsellor	about	which	of	these	two	Dubai	UK-branch	campuses	fits	your	course	and	career	goals	—	completely	free,	no	obligation.

Chat	on	WhatsApp FREE	Counselling	—	Register	Here

https://www.wa.link/fgitii
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
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THE	60-SECOND	VERSION

At	a	Glance
Both	award	genuine	UK	degrees	from	Dubai	campuses	—	Birmingham	brings	a	stronger	Russell	Group	parent	brand,	Heriot-Watt	brings	a	longer
heritage	and	a	notably	strong	graduate	placement	record.

Factor University	of	Birmingham	Dubai Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai

Location Dubai	International	Academic	City	(DIAC) Dubai	Knowledge	Park	/	DIAC	area

Parent	institution University	of	Birmingham	UK	—	Russell	Group,	top-100
British	university

Heriot-Watt	University	UK	—	founded	1821,	QS	2026	#287

Students Smaller,	growing	campus 5,000+	students

Acceptance	rate Not	officially	published ~60%	—	not	highly	selective

UG	tuition/year ~₹27L-40.3L ~₹15.9L-19.1L	(first	year)

PG	tuition/year ~₹9.5L-45L	(very	wide	range) ~₹21.4L-37L;	MBA	specifically	~₹27.7L-29.2L

Accreditation CAA-licensed,	KHDA-approved CAA-accredited	for	all	UG/PG	courses;	5-star	KHDA
rating

Degree	awarded University	of	Birmingham	UK	degree	certificate	(transcript
shows	Dubai)

Heriot-Watt	UK	degree,	with	inter-campus	transfer	option	to
the	UK	at	a	20%	discount

Signature	strength Business,	Accounting	&	Finance,	Digital	Media	&
Communications,	Economics

97%	of	graduates	with	international	experience
employed	within	12	months	(NACE)

The	one-line	verdict:	Birmingham	Dubai	carries	the	stronger	Russell	Group	parent-university	name	recognition;	Heriot-Watt	Dubai	offers	a	longer	institutional
heritage,	a	more	established	campus	community,	and	a	genuinely	strong,	NACE-verified	graduate	placement	record.	Full	breakdown	ahead.

Shiksha•Study	Abroad UoB	Dubai	vs	HW	Dubai

Shiksha	Study	Abroad	·	UoB	Dubai	vs	HW	Dubai Page	2	/	5



SH
IKS

HA
	ST

UD
Y	A

BR
OA

D

DETAILED	COMPARISON	·	01

Fees,	Accreditation	&	Ratings
Cost	Item University	of	Birmingham	Dubai Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai

UG	tuition	(typical) ₹27.02L-40.32L/yr AED	68,686-82,178	first	year	(~₹15.9L-
19.1L)

UG	tuition	(specific	example:	BSc	Computer
Science)

AED	156,718/yr	(~₹40.7L)	—	a	specifically	confirmed,	higher-end
figure

Check	current	course-specific	rate

PG	tuition	(typical) ₹9.5L-45L/yr	(very	wide	range	by	programme) AED	91,990-159,449/yr	(~₹21.4L-37L)

MBA/PGDM Confirm	current	MBA-specific	rate ~₹27.7L-29.2L,	12-month	programme

UoB	Dubai	Standing Heriot-Watt	Dubai	Standing

Parent	Brand
University	of	Birmingham	UK	is	a	Russell	Group	institution	ranked	among
the	top	100	British	universities	—	a	genuinely	strong	parent-brand
credential	to	carry	on	your	degree	certificate.

Parent	Brand
Heriot-Watt	UK,	founded	1821,	holds	QS	World	Ranking	#287	(2026)	—	a
clear,	specific	global	ranking	marker,	plus	one	of	the	UK's	longest-
established	engineering	and	business	heritages.

Inter-Campus	Transfer
UG	students	achieving	60%+	over	two	semesters	in	Year	1	can	apply	for	an
exchange	year	at	the	UK	Edgbaston	campus	—	available	for	select	courses
only.

Inter-Campus	Transfer
Offers	a	formal	inter-campus	transfer	programme	to	the	UK	campus	with	a
20%	fee	discount	—	a	more	structured,	broadly-available	transfer	pathway
than	Birmingham	Dubai's	exchange-year	model.

Both	campuses	hold	CAA	licensing/accreditation	and	KHDA	quality	approval	—	Heriot-Watt	Dubai	specifically	holds	a	5-star	KHDA	institutional	rating,	among	the
UAE's	strongest.

Shiksha•Study	Abroad UoB	Dubai	vs	HW	Dubai
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DETAILED	COMPARISON	·	02

Campus	Life,	Placements	&	Student	Reviews
University	of	Birmingham	Dubai Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai

Location	&	Transport
Located	in	DIAC	—	students	report	no	direct	metro	connection,	with	bus
connectivity	requiring	multiple	changes.	Factor	commute	time	into	your
daily	planning.

Location	&	Transport
Located	in	the	Dubai	Knowledge	Park/DIAC	area	—	confirm	current
transport	connectivity	directly,	as	UAE	public	transport	infrastructure
continues	to	expand.

Student	Reviews
Students	report	a	predominantly	Indian	and	Chinese	student	body,	strict
plagiarism	enforcement	on	assignments,	accessible	career	coaches,	and
strong	perceived	campus	safety	given	Dubai's	overall	safety	standards.

Student	Reviews
4.3/5	average	Indian	student	rating	on	Shiksha;	5	stars	specifically	for	part-
time	work	opportunities,	faculty	quality,	student	life,	and	Indian	food
access	—	a	genuinely	strong,	consistent	student	satisfaction	signal.

Placement	Data
Not	separately	confirmed	at	NACE-verified	specificity	in	available	sources
—	confirm	current	placement	statistics	directly	with	UoB	Dubai	careers
services.

Placement	Data
97%	of	graduates	with	international	experience	found	employment	within
12	months,	per	NACE	data	—	a	genuinely	strong,	third-party-verified
outcome	figure.

What	This	Actually	Means	for	You

If	your	priority	is... Lean	toward

The	strongest	Russell	Group	parent-university	brand	on	your	degree University	of	Birmingham	Dubai

A	verified	strong	graduate	placement	record	and	consistently	high	Indian-student	satisfaction	ratings Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai

Lower	entry-level	tuition	with	a	clear,	structured	UK	inter-campus	transfer	pathway Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai

Shiksha•Study	Abroad UoB	Dubai	vs	HW	Dubai
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THE	VERDICT

So	Which	One	Is	Actually	Better	for	You?
Both	award	genuine	UK	degrees	from	Dubai	—	the	decision	comes	down	to	parent-brand	priority,	budget,	and	how	much	a	verified	placement
record	matters	to	you.

Choose	University	of	Birmingham	Dubai	if...	 UOB	DUBAI

Carrying	a	Russell	Group,	top-100-UK	parent	university	name	on	your	degree	matters	most	to	you,	you're	targeting	Business,	Accounting	&	Finance	or	Digital	Media,
and	you're	comfortable	with	DIAC's	more	limited	public	transport	connectivity.

Choose	Heriot-Watt	University	Dubai	if...	 HERIOT-WATT	DUBAI

You	want	a	specifically	NACE-verified	strong	graduate	placement	record	(97%	within	12	months),	consistently	high	Indian-student	satisfaction	ratings,	lower	entry-
level	tuition,	and	a	more	structured,	broadly-available	UK	inter-campus	transfer	pathway.

Both	institutions	offer	genuine	UK-accredited	degrees	at	meaningfully	lower	cost	than	studying	the	equivalent	programme	in	the	UK	itself	—	the	choice	between
them	is	more	about	specific	course	fit,	budget	tier,	and	campus	experience	than	any	large	quality	gap.

Still	Not	Sure	Which	Fits	You	Best?
A	Shiksha	Study	Abroad	counsellor	can	review	your	specific	profile,	target	course	and	budget,	and	help	you	decide	between
these	two	Dubai	campuses.	Free,	no	obligation.

Book	Your	Free	Comparison	Call
Tap	below	to	chat	with	a	Shiksha	counsellor	on	WhatsApp	or	register	for	your	free	session	right	now.

Chat	on	WhatsApp FREE	Counselling	—	Register	Here

Prefer	to	skip	the	typing?
Scan	the	QR	code	for	free	Shiksha	counselling	registration.

SCAN	FOR	FREE	COUNSELLING

Figures	sourced	from	shiksha.com,	studyfromuae.com	and	excelebiz.in,	cross-checked	for	consistency,	verified	August	2026.	AED-to-INR	conversions	use	an	indicative	rate	of	₹26	per	AED	1.	All
figures	subject	to	change	—	verify	directly	with	each	university	or	your	Shiksha	counsellor.
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