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outcomes

Quick Snapshot

Factor University of Lancashire (UCLan) Newcastle University

Type Modern public university (post-1992) Russell Group research university

Founded 1828 (university status 1992) 1834 (via merger, royal charter 1963)

Location Preston, North West England Newcastle upon Tyne, North East England

QS World Ranking 2026 #1001–1200 ~#110 (top 150 globally)

UK Ranking (approx.) #65–88 Top 25–30 in UK; top 50 overall

Student body ~42,000 total; 27,000+ international, 100+
nationalities

~27,000+ total; students from 130+
countries

UG tuition (Indian
students)

≈ £14,250 – £20,000 / year ≈ £18,000 – £44,000 / year (higher for
Medicine/Lab-based)

PG tuition (Indian
students)

≈ £14,000 – £18,000 / year ≈ £15,000 – £31,000 / year

Monthly living cost ≈ £1,014/month (Preston is low-cost) ≈ 22% cheaper than London, but higher
than Preston

Unofficial Indian
acceptance rate

≈ 22% ≈ 87% (varies sharply by course)

Scholarships for Indians Up to £5,500; Country Group B award
£2,000/yr

Vice-Chancellor's Excellence Scholarship
(50% tuition), GREAT Scholarships

Figures are indicative 2026 estimates compiled from university and education-consultancy sources; always confirm exact course
fees and current rankings on the official university pages before applying.



1. Rankings & Academic Reputation

Newcastle University sits in a clearly higher global ranking bracket, placing around the top 110–150 universities
worldwide (QS 2026) and among the top 50 in the UK. It is one of 24 members of the prestigious Russell Group
— the UK's equivalent of an elite research-university consortium — and holds particularly strong QS subject
rankings in Medicine (#88), Environmental Sciences (#97) and English Language & Literature (#65). Its
Business School carries triple accreditation and ranks among the top 1% of business schools globally.

University of Lancashire (formerly the University of Central Lancashire, UCLan) is a large, modern post-1992
university ranked in the #1001–1200 QS band and roughly #65–88 nationally. It is not a Russell Group member,
but it holds a 5 QS-Star rating for teaching quality and is recognised for strong student satisfaction, particularly in
applied and vocational fields such as hospitality, sports management, journalism, forensic science and health
sciences.

Verdict: For global prestige, research intensity, and recognition by top employers and by Indian

postgraduate/PhD admissions committees, Newcastle is significantly stronger.

2. Tuition Fees & Cost of Living

UCLan is one of the more affordable Russell-Group-alternative options in the UK — it was named the most
affordable UK university by The Times (2023) — with tuition generally in the £14,000–£20,000/year range and
monthly living costs around £1,014 (including housing from about £401/month). Preston has a notably lower cost
of living than most UK cities.

Newcastle's tuition fees span a much wider and generally higher range (£18,000–£44,000/year for UG,
£15,000–£31,000 for PG, with lab-based and clinical courses at the top end). Newcastle-upon-Tyne's cost of
living is around 22% lower than London but still typically higher than Preston.

Verdict: UCLan is the budget-friendly choice; Newcastle costs more but that premium buys a stronger

brand and (for most courses) better long-term earning potential.

3. Admissions & Entry Requirements

UCLan Newcastle University

UG academic
requirement

~60% in Class XII Typically 80–90%+ in Class XII, or
A-Level/IB equivalent, course-dependent

PG academic
requirement

~58% in Bachelor's degree Usually 60%+ (2:1 equivalent), higher for
competitive courses

IELTS (typical) 6.0–6.5 overall 6.5 overall, 6.0 in each band (higher for
some courses)

Indicative acceptance
rate

≈ 22% (more selective in practice for
popular courses)

≈ 87% headline rate, but effectively
selective for high-demand programmes

Intakes September, January, March, April, May —
very flexible

Mainly September; some January entry for
PG

Verdict: UCLan is realistically easier to get into and offers far more flexible intake dates — useful if you

miss the September cycle. Newcastle is more academically demanding, especially for competitive

subjects like Medicine, Engineering and Business.

4. Scholarships for Indian Students



University of Lancashire (UCLan):

• International scholarships worth up to £5,500 for eligible students

• Country Group B Scholarship: £2,000/year (India is on the eligible list), combinable with other awards

Newcastle University:

• Vice-Chancellor's International Scholarship: £7,000 tuition award for outstanding UG applicants

• Vice-Chancellor's Excellence Scholarship – India: covers up to 50% of tuition costs

• GREAT Scholarships and eligibility for Chevening Awards (PG)

Verdict: Newcastle's scholarships are larger in absolute value (up to 50% of tuition), but UCLan's awards

go further given its already-lower base fees.



5. Employability & Career Outcomes

Newcastle holds a 5-star QS rating for Graduate Employability and is ranked among the top 20 UK universities
targeted by employers, with a 94% overall placement rate and a 72% international postgraduate employment
rate. Its Russell Group status and strong Business School accreditation carry real weight with recruiters, both in
the UK and back in India.

UCLan's career services include one-to-one guidance, CV support and strong industry links in its niche strengths
(forensic science, astrophysics, sports/hospitality management), with graduates going on to organisations like
the NHS, BBC and BAE Systems. However, it does not carry Russell Group brand recognition.

Verdict: Newcastle has a clear edge for employability, graduate recruitment schemes, and name

recognition with Indian and multinational employers.

6. Student Life & City

Preston (UCLan) is smaller, safer, and considerably cheaper to live in, with UCLan investing £200 million in
redeveloping its Preston campus. Newcastle upon Tyne is a larger, more vibrant city, ranked among the UK's
top 5 student cities (QS 2026), with a bigger international community and more networking and internship
opportunities due to its status as a major regional hub in North East England.

Which Is Better for Indian Students? — Recommendation

Choose Newcastle University if you... Choose University of Lancashire (UCLan) if you...

Want a globally recognised, Russell Group brand on your
CV

Have a tighter budget and want lower tuition + living costs

Are targeting Medicine, Engineering, Business, or
research-intensive postgraduate study

Are applying with a lower Class XII / Bachelor's
percentage and need flexible entry criteria

Plan to apply for competitive jobs, consulting, or further
study (PhD) after graduation

Want a September, January, March, April or May start
date

Can meet higher entry requirements and afford
£18k–£44k/year tuition

Are interested in niche strengths like forensic science,
sports management, hospitality, or media

Bottom line: On prestige, global ranking, employability, and long-term career/PG-study value, Newcastle
University is the stronger choice — it is a Russell Group university with a materially higher QS ranking.

University of Lancashire (UCLan) is the better fit if affordability, flexible intake dates, and easier

admission are your priority, or if you're targeting one of its specific niche strengths. Most Indian students

who can meet Newcastle's academic and financial bar should prefer it; UCLan is a solid,

budget-conscious alternative rather than a like-for-like competitor.

Sources: official university pages (ncl.ac.uk), Shiksha, Amber Student, UniEnrol/Hotcourses Abroad, AHZ Associates, and QS/THE
World University Rankings 2026. Figures are approximate and change year to year — verify current fees, entry requirements and
rankings directly with the universities before making a decision.


