
University of Leeds vs Leeds Trinity
University
A comparison guide — rankings, fees, admissions, student experience & outcomes

Quick Snapshot

Factor University of Leeds Leeds Trinity University

Type Russell Group research university Small teaching-focused university
(Cathedrals Group)

Founded 1904 (roots to 1831) 1966 (university status 2012)

Location Leeds city centre, West Yorkshire Horsforth (6 miles NW of Leeds) + new
Leeds City Campus

QS World Ranking
2026

≈ #82–86 (top 100 globally) Not featured in QS World Rankings

Guardian UK Ranking
2026

≈ #28 ≈ #75–76

Total students ≈ 39,000; 36% international (14,400+), strong
Indian community

≈ 4,000–15,000; ~90–100% UK-domiciled,
<10% international

UG tuition
(international)

≈ £20,750 – £49,000 / year ≈ £12,000 – £14,500 / year

PG tuition
(international)

≈ £13,500 – £54,500 / year ≈ £12,500 / year (most courses)

Student satisfaction Strong; Gold TEF rating #1 in UK overall student satisfaction, NSS
2026

Employability 96% internship rate; 71% placement rate 84–97% in work/further study (6–15
months)

Key scholarships International Excellence Scholarship:
£3,000–£16,000

Smaller, course-specific international
awards

Figures are indicative 2026 estimates compiled from university and education-consultancy sources; always confirm exact course
fees, entry requirements and current rankings on official university pages before applying.



1. Rankings & Academic Reputation

The University of Leeds is a founding member of the Russell Group, the UK's association of 24 leading
research-intensive universities. It sits around #82–86 in the QS World University Rankings 2026 and #28 in the
Guardian's 2026 UK league table, placing it firmly among the UK's top 30 universities. It holds a Gold rating in
the Teaching Excellence Framework and has received the most National Teaching Fellowship awards in UK
higher education.

Leeds Trinity University is a small, values-driven institution that does not feature in the QS World Rankings,
reflecting its focus on teaching rather than large-scale research output. However, it punches well above its
weight on student experience: it was ranked #1 in the UK for overall student satisfaction in the National
Student Survey 2026, and #1 in the UK for Journalism (Guardian) and 2nd for teaching quality and student
experience (Times Good University Guide 2026).

Verdict: Leeds wins decisively on global academic prestige and research power. Leeds Trinity wins on

teaching quality and day-to-day student experience within its smaller scope.

2. Tuition Fees & Cost of Living

Leeds' fees vary widely by course band: undergraduate international fees run roughly £20,750–£49,000/year
and postgraduate £13,500–£54,500/year, with lab-based, clinical and business courses at the top end. Total
annual cost of attendance (fees + living) for an international student is often estimated around £37,000+.

Leeds Trinity is substantially cheaper: most undergraduate courses are around £12,000/year and postgraduate
courses commonly £12,500/year, with limited variation between programmes. Horsforth is also a quieter,
lower-cost suburb compared to central Leeds.

Verdict: Leeds Trinity is markedly more affordable — often less than half the cost of many Leeds courses

— which matters a great deal for budget-conscious applicants.

3. Admissions, Courses & Campus

University of Leeds Leeds Trinity University

Course range 290+ UG & PG programmes across a full
research university

~130 courses across 10 subject schools
(business, psychology, criminology, health,
journalism, computing, education)

Selectivity Competitive; higher grade requirements,
especially for popular courses

More accessible entry requirements; smaller
cohorts

Intakes Primarily September (UCAS deadline ~30
June for UG; PG ~31 July)

January and September intakes for most
courses

Campus feel Large city-centre campus; big-university
atmosphere

Small, community-centred campus in
Horsforth, plus a new Leeds City Campus
(opened 2024)

Verdict: Leeds offers a far broader academic menu and a bigger, more diverse campus community;

Leeds Trinity offers a tighter, more personal experience with easier admission and flexible January entry

for many courses.

4. Scholarships (International Students)



University of Leeds:

• International Excellence Scholarship: £3,000, £6,000 or £16,000 (up to 500 awards, up to 50% fee
reduction)

• International Regional Scholarship: £5,000–£6,000 fee reduction

• School-specific scholarships up to 50% tuition waiver or £10,000

Leeds Trinity University:

• Smaller, course-specific international scholarships and fee discounts (values vary by programme and
intake)

• Lower base fees mean less scholarship value is needed to make courses affordable

Verdict: Leeds offers larger, more structured scholarships, but Leeds Trinity's low starting fees mean the

net cost can still end up lower overall.



5. Employability & Career Outcomes

Leeds reports a 96% internship rate and 71% placement rate, backed by its Russell Group brand recognition,
312,000+ alumni network across 197 countries (including 3,500+ in India), and strong relationships with major
graduate recruiters.

Leeds Trinity reports 84% of graduates in work or further study within 15 months (undergraduate) and 91% for
postgraduates, with a strong emphasis on built-in professional work placements for every undergraduate degree
— useful for fields like journalism, education, and health sciences where practical experience matters most.

Verdict: Leeds has the stronger brand-driven employability and global alumni network; Leeds Trinity

compensates with mandatory work placements and close industry ties in its core subject areas.

6. Student Life & Community

Leeds offers the classic big-university experience: hundreds of clubs and societies, a lively student union, and
one of the UK's most popular student cities. Leeds Trinity offers a close-knit, supportive community with small
class sizes, staff who know students personally, and top marks for wellbeing and mental health support in the
NSS 2026 survey — appealing to students who want a quieter, more personal environment.

Which Should You Choose? — Recommendation

Choose University of Leeds if you... Choose Leeds Trinity University if you...

Want a globally recognised Russell Group brand and
research-led education

Have a tighter budget and want significantly lower tuition
fees

Are targeting competitive fields (Business, Engineering,
Data Science, Medicine)

Prefer small class sizes and close staff support over
prestige

Want a large, diverse campus community and wide
course choice

Are interested in Journalism, Education, Psychology,
Criminology, Business or Health Sciences

Can meet higher entry requirements and afford
£20k–£49k+/year tuition

Want flexible January or September entry and an easier
admissions bar

Bottom line: On global prestige, research depth, course breadth, and long-term brand value, University
of Leeds is the stronger choice for most applicants who can meet its academic and financial

requirements. Leeds Trinity University is the better fit for students prioritising affordability, small-class

personal attention, and top-tier student satisfaction — particularly in its specialist strength areas like

journalism and education. The two aren't direct competitors so much as serving different priorities:

prestige and scale versus cost and community.

Sources: official university pages (leeds.ac.uk, leedstrinity.ac.uk), Guardian University Guide 2026, National Student Survey 2026,
QS World University Rankings 2026, Collegedunia, Yocket, The Uni Guide, Amber Student, and Careers360. Figures are
approximate and change year to year — verify current fees, entry requirements and rankings directly with the universities before
making a decision.


