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RWTH Aachen vs TUM vs University of Paderborn

Detailed comparison — which is easiest to get into?

VERDICT

University of Paderborn is the easiest of the three to get into

Paderborn's ~50% acceptance rate is roughly 5x higher than RWTH Aachen (~10%) or TUM (~8%). Its
admissions are driven mainly by German-system Numerus Clausus (previous-degree GPA cut-offs) rather
than intense global competition for limited elite seats.

Between the two technical giants, TUM is marginally harder than RWTH Aachen — TUM draws a
larger, more international applicant pool (42% international students vs RWTH's ~28%) chasing fewer
relative seats in globally top-ranked programs, while RWTH's slightly higher acceptance rate reflects its
larger overall intake (~47,500 students across 9 faculties).

Acceptance rate at a glance

University of Paderborn ~50%
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RWTH Aachen ~10%
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TU Munich (TUM) ~8%
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Detailed side-by-side

METRIC RWTH AACHEN TUM PADERBORN

Acceptance rate ~10% ~8% ~50%

Selection basis NC + GPA, high NC + GPA, highest NC + GPA, lower competition
competition competition

QS World Rank (2026) ~106 ~22-28 Not globally ranked (regional

strength in CS/Math)

Total students ~47,500 ~54,000 ~17,000
Int'l student share ~28% ~30-42% ~16%
Tuition fee (non-EU) None €2,000-6,000/sem None

(select programs)

Semester fee ~€300 ~€150 ~€325

Core strength Engineering, Engineering, CS, CS, Electrical Eng, Math
Mechanical, Industry Global brand
links

City / living cost Aachen, ~€850- Munich, ~€1,200- Paderborn, ~€650-
1,000/mo 1,500/mo 850/mo

Acceptance-rate and profile figures are commonly cited estimates compiled from university and study-abroad sources; actual
selectivity varies by program, intake year, and applicant profile. Always verify current numbers on each university's official
admissions page before finalising a shortlist.






