
University of Chicago vs. Northwestern University
A Quick Comparison for Prospective Study Abroad Applicants

Criteria University of Chicago Northwestern University

Location Hyde Park, Chicago (urban campus) Evanston, IL, with a downtown Chicago
campus

U.S. News National
Ranking (2026)

#6 #7

Type / Setting Private, mid-size, quad-based city campus Private, mid-size, lakefront suburban
campus

Undergraduate
Enrollment

~7,000 ~9,000

Acceptance Rate Highly selective (single digits) ~7%, highly selective

Academic Culture Known for rigorous, theory-driven "life of
the mind" ethos; strength in economics,
law, and social sciences

Known for a strong blend of theory and
practice; standout programs in journalism,
communications, business, and
engineering

Notable Programs Economics, Public Policy, Law, Physics,
Booth MBA

Medill (Journalism), Kellogg MBA,
McCormick Engineering,
Theatre/Performance Studies

Undergrad Tuition
(2025-26)

~USD 67,446 - 69,324 ~USD 69,375

Est. Total Cost of
Attendance

Comparable to peer private research
universities

~USD 92,564 - 96,236 (on-campus)

Campus Vibe Intellectual, intense, architecturally Gothic Collegiate, spirited, Big Ten sports culture

Global Recognition Consistently top-10 globally across major
rankings

Strong global reputation; THE 2026 rank
~#30

Bottom Line

Both universities sit among the very top private research universities in the U.S. and are located minutes apart in the
greater Chicago area. UChicago tends to suit students drawn to a rigorous, discussion-heavy academic culture centered
on economics, policy, and the humanities. Northwestern tends to suit students who want a more balanced mix of strong
academics, pre-professional programs (journalism, business, engineering), and a lively campus/social life with Big Ten
athletics.
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