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University of Wollongong: Dubai vs Australia
A brief side-by-side comparison for prospective students

Category UOW Dubai (UOWD) UOW Australia

Overview Branch campus of UOW, established 1993; the
longest-serving international university in Dubai.
Operates as a separate entity with its own
charter.

Main campus and parent institution; Australian
public research university, founded 1951
(independent since 1975).

Location Dubai Knowledge Park, Dubai, UAE
(purpose-built campus opened August 2020),
next to Dubai Internet City and Media City.

Wollongong, New South Wales, about 80 km
south of Sydney; coastal setting. Also has
Sydney-area and regional NSW sites.

Accreditation /
regulation

Accredited by the UAE Commission for
Academic Accreditation (CAA) and licensed by
Dubai's KHDA. Programs are quality assured by
UOW; many hold professional accreditations.

Regulated by Australia's TEQSA; degrees carry
Australian national qualification recognition and
professional-body accreditation.

Global ranking Does not have its own QS World ranking; it
benefits from the UOW brand.

QS World University Rankings: #195 (2027
edition); equal 184th in the 2026 edition. THE
2026: 201-250.

Programs Focused range: business, commerce, IT,
engineering, communication and media,
education, health and more; bachelor's,
master's, PhD, plus foundation and language
programs.

Much broader: hundreds of undergraduate and
postgraduate programs across several faculties,
with major research strengths.

Degree alignment Degrees are aligned with UOW Australia;
transfer, exchange and study-abroad pathways
to Wollongong are offered.

Source of the curriculum standard; accepts
transfers and exchange students from UOWD.

Study mode Trimester model; direct admission pathways for
eligible applicants; smaller, business-district
campus.

Session/trimester-style calendar depending on
course; larger, traditional campus community.

Research Applied and cross-campus collaborative
research, with industry links in the UAE.

Large research base; strong subject rankings
(e.g. Philosophy 6th, Nursing 36th, Mining
Engineering top 100 in QS 2026).

Cost and living Described by UOWD as competitively priced
versus Australian study; no overseas relocation
needed for UAE-based students. Confirm
current fees with UOWD.

Higher total cost for international students
(tuition, visa, health cover, living costs). Check
current UOW fee schedules.

Work / careers Close to Dubai's business hub; internship and
employer links in the GCC region. Degrees
recognised in the UAE and wider GCC.

Australian graduate-work and post-study visa
options subject to current immigration rules;
strong graduate employer satisfaction
reputation.

Student
experience

Compact, modern, multicultural campus;
student life shaped by Dubai's expat community.

Large campus with extensive facilities (multiple
libraries, accommodation, sport) and a coastal
lifestyle.

Quick takeaway
Choose UOWD if you want an Australian-aligned degree while staying in the UAE/GCC, with lower relocation cost and
close access to Dubai's job market. Choose UOW Australia if you want the full on-campus experience in Australia, a wider
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choice of programs, a larger research environment, and exposure to Australian post-study opportunities. UOWD also
offers pathways to transfer or study abroad at Wollongong.

Notes: Based on publicly available information from UOWD, UOW and QS/THE rankings as of October 2026. Fees, intakes, program
availability and visa rules change, so verify details on uowdubai.ac.ae and uow.edu.au before applying.


