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HEAD-TO-HEAD COMPARISON - TU9 GERMANY - 2026/27

TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt

A Fully Verdict-Driven Comparison for Indian Students

Two of Germany's TU9 technical universities — both tuition-free, both globally respected in engineering.
Every figure below is sourced from verified official and institutional data, with live EUR-to-INR
conversions.
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Shiksha Study Abroad offers FREE counselling

Talk to a Shiksha counsellor about which of these two TU9 universities fits your course and career goals — completely free, no obligation.

Chat on WhatsApp FREE Counselling — Register Here



https://www.wa.link/fgitii
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
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TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt

THE 60-SECOND VERSION

At a Glance

Both are TU9 members and effectively tuition-free — the real decision comes down to subject-specific strength and city preference.

Factor

Location

Founded
Students

QS World Ranking 2027

Tuition

THE Engineering subject rank

THE Computer Science subject rank

Special designation

Popular with Indian students

TU Dresden

Dresden, Saxony

1828
~29,000

#185 (up from #218 in 2026) — its highest-ever
placement

€0 — only ~€300/semester contribution fee
#101-125
#151-175

German Universities of Excellence (1 of only 11
nationally)

TU Darmstadt

Darmstadt, Hesse (Rhine-Main-Neckar IT cluster — "Silicon
Valley of Germany")

1877

25,000+

#250 (range #241-275 across recent editions)

€0 — only ~€300-350/semester (includes public
transport)

Not separately confirmed at this specificity — broadly
comparable strength

#75 —a y stronger p

Joint #1 worldwide, THE Impact Rankings for Industry,
Innovation & Infrastructure

C i i hnol lectronic

C Science, Al (hosts the German Research

Yy,
Systems, Molecular Bioengineering

Center for Al), Cybersecurity (ATHENE-Center,
Europe's largest applied cybersecurity research
institute)

The one-line verdict: TU Dresden holds the stronger overall QS position and the prestigious Universities of Excellence designation. TU Darmstadt has a genuinely
stronger Computer Science subject ranking and is the clear specialist choice for Al and Cybersecurity specifically. Full breakdown ahead.
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Shiksha*Study Abroad TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt

DETAILED COMPARISON - 01

Fees, Rankings & Scholarships

Like almost all TU9 universities, neither TU Dresden nor TU Darmstadt charges tuition fees to international students — your only mandatory cost is a small per-
semester contribution fee (covering administration, student services, and often a public transport pass).

Cost Item TU Dresden TU Darmstadt
Tuition fee €0 €0
Semester contribution fee ~€300/semester (~%32,700) ~€300-350/semester (~332,700-38,150), often includes local public
transport
Bachelor's language of Largely German Largely German for most Bachelor's
instruction
Master's language of instruction Many postgraduate specialisations delivered in Many postgraduate specialisations delivered in English
English

TU Dresden Funding TU Darmstadt Funding

Scholarship Strategy Scholarship Strategy

No scholarships are exclusively reserved for Indian applicants, but multiple Similar general German scholarship landscape applies — DAAD

named schemes are open to them — DAAD EPOS/KOSPIE (target before scholarships and Deutschlandstipendium are the standard routes; confirm
enrolling) and Deutschlandstipendium (apply only after enrolment, in your current TU Darmstadt-specific schemes directly with its International Office.

first semester, to layer funding).

Admission to German public universities like these is by individual programme (Numerus Clausus), not a single institution-wide acceptance rate. Any single "X%
acceptance rate" figure you see for either university should be treated with real caution — competitiveness varies significantly by specific programme and year.

Shiksha Study Abroad - TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt Page 3 /5



Shikshae+Study Abroad

TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt

DETAILED COMPARISON - 02
Courses & Career Outcomes

TU Dresden

TU Darmstadt

Popular Courses

124 degree programmes across 18 faculties — strong in Computer Science,
Biotechnology, Nanoelectronic Systems, Molecular Bioengineering. Focuses
on engineering-led research Master's rather than management
programmes.

Popular Courses

112 degree programmes — particularly strong in Computer Science,
Artificial Intelligence and Cybersecurity, reflecting its location in Germany's
"Silicon Valley" IT cluster and hosting of major national Al/cybersecurity
research centres.

City & Living Costs

Dresden offers a more manageable cost of living compared to Munich or
Berlin — a sensible option for strong engineering credentials without the
most expensive German city price tag.

City & Living Costs

Darmstadt sits in the Frankfurt-Rhein-Main metropolitan area — generally
higher cost of living than Dresden given proximity to Frankfurt's financial
and tech hub, but with correspondingly strong industry access.

Career Outcomes

Typical starting salary for STEM Master's graduates in Germany: €48,000-
55,000/year (market median, not Dresden-specific but broadly
representative).

What This Actually Means for You

Career Outcomes

Strong industry partnerships in the Frankfurt-Rhein-Neckar corridor;
notable alumni include Nobel laureate Peter Debye and computer scientist
Konrad Zuse.

your priority Lean towa

The strongest overall QS position and a Universities of Excellence pedigree

Artificial Intelligence, Cybersecurity, or the strongest Computer Science subject ranking

A more affordable German city with a strong engineering-research identity

Shiksha Study Abroad - TU Dresden vs TU Darmstadt

TU Dresden
TU Darmstadt — #75 vs #151-175 is a real, meaningful gap

TU Dresden
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THE VERDICT

So Which One Is Actually Better for You?

Both are tuition-free TU9 universities — the decision genuinely comes down to your specific subject, not cost.

Choose TU Dresden if... DRESDEN

You want the stronger overall QS position (#185 vs #250), a German Universities of Excellence pedigree, and are targeting Biotechnology, Nanoelectronic Systems,
or Molecular Bioengineering — while enjoying a more affordable cost of living than Frankfurt-area cities

Choose TU Darmstadt if... DARMSTADT

Artificial Intelligence or Cybersecurity is your specific goal — TU Darmstadt's #75 Computer Science subject rank, its hosting of the German Research Center for Al,
and Europe's largest applied cybersecurity research institute (ATHENE-Center) make it the clearer specialist choice

Since both are tuition-free, this decision should be driven entirely by subject fit and city preference — not cost. If Al/Cybersecurity is your target, Darmstadt's
subject-specific strength is genuinely more relevant than Dresden's higher overall QS number.

Still Not Sure Which Fits You Best?

A Shiksha Study Abroad counsellor can review your specific profile, target course and German-la age readiness, and help
you decide between Dresden and Darmstadt. Free, no obligation.

Book Your Free Comparison Call
Tap below to chat with a Shiksha counsellor on WhatsApp or register for your free session right now.

Chat on WhatsApp FREE Counselling — Register Here

Prefer to skip the typing?

Scan the QR code for free Shiksha counselling registration

SCAN FOR FREE COUNSELLING
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