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BSBI Berlin vs IU International University
A brief comparison for Indian students planning a master's in Germany

Quick summary
Both are private, English-friendly options that suit students who want flexible entry and a fee-paying route into Germany.
BSBI is a smaller, business-focused school with a central Berlin base. IU is much larger, offers many more subjects
including technical ones, and lets students study on campus, online or both. Neither is a free public university, so total
cost and degree recognition deserve close attention.

Side-by-side comparison

Criteria BSBI Berlin IU International University

Type Private business school in Berlin, part of Global
University Systems. Described as
state-recognised.

Private university founded in 1998, accredited by
the German Council of Science and Humanities
and by FIBAA.

Subject range Mainly business and management, with some IT,
engineering management and health programs.

Much wider: business, computer science,
engineering and AI, with 70+ English-taught
programs.

Study format On-campus, in English. On-campus, online or a mix of both.

Degree awarded by Varies by program. Partner institutions
mentioned include University for the Creative
Arts (UK) and UNINETTUNO (Italy).

IU itself. Some master's programs are also
validated by London South Bank University.

English requirement IELTS about 5.5 to 6.0, depending on program. IELTS about 6.0 for most master's, or an
equivalent such as IU's own B2.2 English course
certificate.

Tuition (indicative) Roughly EUR 8,000 to 12,000 per year for most
master's listings. Some sources show higher
figures.

Listings show figures of EUR 734 to 909, which
appear to be monthly payments. Confirm the
total cost.

Scholarships Postgraduate discount of up to 25% on tuition for
eligible programs.

Four 50% scholarships awarded each month to
selected applicants not yet enrolled.

Location and
campuses

Central Berlin, plus campuses in other cities.
Sources differ on which, so check the official list.

Berlin campus plus other German campuses and
online study.

Size and profile Smaller, with a few thousand students and a
diverse, international cohort.

Described as Germany's largest university by
enrolment, with students from 170+ countries.
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Strengths and watch-outs

BSBI Berlin IU International University

Strengths
• Central Berlin location and access to the startup

scene

• Low English entry bar compared with many peers

• Business-focused programs with practical teaching

• Multiple intakes through the year

Watch-outs
• Degree-awarding partner differs by program, which

affects recognition

• Fee figures vary widely between sources

• No reliable global ranking to cite

Strengths
• Broad subject range, including computer science and

engineering

• Flexible study: campus, online or switch between both

• Accredited by German bodies and FIBAA

• Frequent scholarship opportunities

Watch-outs
• Large online presence may mean less on-campus

interaction

• Monthly fee structure needs checking for total cost

• Check that your chosen program is offered in Berlin
on campus

Which suits whom?
Choose BSBI if you want a business degree based in central Berlin, you have an IELTS score around 5.5 to 6.0, and you
value a smaller, career-focused environment.

Choose IU if you want a broader choice of subjects, especially technical ones, or the flexibility to study online or switch
between campus and online.

Consider a public option such as HWR Berlin if your budget is limited and you can meet a higher entry bar, since public
universities charge far lower tuition.

Before you decide
• Confirm the exact degree-awarding body for your program and check its recognition in India and Germany.

• Ask each university for the total tuition across the full duration, not just the first-year or monthly figure.

• Check intake dates, visa support and job-seeker visa eligibility after graduation.

• Compare at least one public university to understand the cost difference.

Sources and limits. Compiled from university pages and third-party listings (including mygermanuniversity.com, collegedunia.com,
studee.com, ischoolconnect.com and gradright.com) as of October 2026. Third-party fees, IELTS scores and accreditation details vary and may
be out of date. This summary is for general guidance, not an admission or legal recommendation.


