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1. Why France Is Rising as a Study-Abroad Destination for Indian Students

France has emerged as a fast-growing study-abroad destination for Indian students, moving beyond its traditional image as a destination mainly for management
and culinary studies. Campus France India has stated that the French government aims to welcome 30,000 Indian students by 2030, and has actively worked to
reduce visa processing times and simplify the Campus France application procedure. One third-party tracker citing government-linked data estimated roughly 8,500
Indian students studied in France in 2025, with a strong pull toward management, engineering, and — increasingly — English-taught Master's programmes at
research-intensive universities such as PSL and Sorbonne University.

Key structural advantages that make France attractive for Indian students include: significantly lower public-university tuition fees compared to the UK/US/Australia
(often a few hundred euros per year for EU-regulated tariffs, with differentiated but still comparatively moderate fees for many non-EU students at public
universities); a growing number of English-taught Master's programmes at top-ranked institutions; a post-study Autorisation Provisoire de Séjour (APS)
work permit; and globally recognised research output, with PSL and Sorbonne both ranking among the world's top 100 universities in the QS World University
Rankings 2027.

However, France's higher education landscape is structurally different from the UK/US system — admissions run through Campus France's "Etudes en France"
(EEF) procedure rather than UCAS or Common App, many programmes (especially at undergraduate/License level) are taught in French, and visa and post-study
work rules follow the French/EU immigration framework rather than a UK-style Graduate Route. This makes comparing universities like PSL and Sorbonne carefully —
and getting procedural guidance from experts familiar with the Campus France process — even more important before committing to this path.

Considering France but unsure how the Campus France process works?

Get a free walkthrough of the entire EEF procedure from a Shiksha counsellor. - https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

2. About Shiksha Study Abroad & Free Counselling Services

Shiksha Study Abroad is a trusted admission guidance platform for Indian students planning to study overseas, including in non-English-speaking systems like
France. Its free counselling services include:

e University & Course Shortlisting — matching your profile to English-taught or French-taught programmes at PSL, Sorbonne and other French institutions.

e Scholarship Guidance — navigating Eiffel Excellence, Charpak, and university-specific funding routes.

e SOP & LOR Support — crafting a compelling motivation letter (lettre de motivation) and structuring strong recommendation letters.

e Application Assistance — guidance through the Campus France "Etudes en France" (EEF) portal and university-specific application platforms.

e Visa Counselling — guidance on the French long-stay student visa (VLS-TS) process and required documentation.

e Accommodation Guidance — support navigating CROUS (public) housing versus private student residences.

o Pre-Departure Assistance — orientation on travel, banking, French healthcare registration, and settling into campus life in Paris.

Start Your Free Consultation

= FREE Counselling: https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ
= WhatsApp an Expert: https://www.wa.link/fgitii


https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
https://www.wa.link/fgitii

3. Quick Comparison Scorecard

Parameter Université PSL Sorbonne University

Location Central Paris (multiple historic sites) Central Paris (Sorbonne/Jussieu campuses)
QS World #34 globally — France's top-ranked university (QS WUR 2027, #73 globally (QS WUR 2027)

University published 18 June 2026)

Ranking 2027

THE World #35 (THE World University Rankings 2026, per PSL's own reporting) Reported around #90 band in some third-party aggregator data (year of edition not

University consistently confirmed) — treat with caution pending official THE citation

Ranking

ARWU #36 (ARWU 2025) Not confirmed in the sources reviewed

(Shanghai)

Ranking

Institution Type  Collegiate "grande école" consortium (11 grandes écoles & Large comprehensive public research university (merger of former Paris-Sorbonne
institutions, incl. ENS, Dauphine, Mines Paris, Chimie ParisTech, & Pierre-and-Marie-Curie Universities)

Institut Curie)

Total Students ~17,000 (PSL official data), two-thirds enrolled in Master's/PhD ~38,000-53,000 depending on source/year (Sorbonne Université official scale is
significantly larger than PSL)

International ~22% of student body (PSL official figure) ~20-21% of student body (third-party aggregator data)

Students

Selectivity Highly selective, "grande école"-style admissions; described by third- Selective but larger-scale; one third-party source estimates an approximate 20%
party sources as competitive with no publicly disclosed acceptance acceptance rate (not an official Sorbonne-published figure — treat as indicative
rate only)

Academic Sciences, humanities, engineering, arts — strongly interdisciplinary; Sciences & engineering, medicine, humanities — very broad comprehensive-

Strength 28 Nobel Prizes across constituent schools (PSL official data) university coverage

Note: Where a single authoritative figure was not consistently available across official sources at the time of writing, ranges are shown or the field is marked "not publicly disclosed" / "not
confirmed." This handbook avoids estimating or assuming any figure not found in a credible public source.



4. Institutional Reputation, Rankings & Academic Strengths

4.1 Université PSL

Université PSL (Paris Sciences & Lettres) was founded in 2010 as a collegiate university bringing together 11 grandes écoles and higher-education institutions —
including Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS), Université Paris-Dauphine, Mines Paris, Chimie ParisTech, Institut Curie and others — under a single research-intensive
umbrella. In the QS World University Rankings 2027 (published 18 June 2026), PSL is ranked 34th globally, confirming its position as France's top-ranked
university and placing it among a select group of European institutions inside the global top 50. PSL also reports being ranked 3rd in the world for
"International Research Network" in the QS 2027 methodology, and cites 28 Nobel Prizes associated with its community, 140 laboratories, and roughly 50
startups created every year. Its earlier positions include #35 in the THE World University Rankings 2026 and #36 in the ARWU (Shanghai) 2025 rankings, per PSL's
own published rankings history.

4.2 Sorbonne University

Sorbonne University (Sorbonne Université) was formed through the 2018 merger of the former Université Paris-Sorbonne (Paris IV) and Université Pierre-et-Marie-
Curie (Paris VI), inheriting the historic "Sorbonne" name that traces back to the founding of the medieval University of Paris. It is a large, comprehensive research
university spanning sciences, medicine, and humanities, with over 3,400 professor-researchers and partnerships with major French research organisations; it is also
the headquarters of the European Marine Biological Research Centre. In the QS World University Rankings 2027, Sorbonne University is ranked #73 globally —
a position that has fluctuated across recent QS cycles (e.g., reported around #59-63 in the 2024/2025 editions by different aggregator snapshots), reflecting normal
year-to-year ranking movement rather than a single fixed position.

Advisor's Interpretation: PSL currently holds a clearly stronger and more consistent position across QS, THE and ARWU rankings, and its selective grandes-
écoles model is built around research intensity and small-cohort excellence — closer in spirit to an "lvy League of France." Sorbonne University, while ranked
lower, is a much larger, broader comprehensive university with deep strength in medicine, natural sciences and humanities at scale, and its size gives Indian
applicants a wider range of programme choices and a bigger, more diverse international student community. Students prioritising global prestige and research
intensity may lean PSL; students wanting breadth of programme choice and a larger, well-established university community may find Sorbonne more suitable.



5. Location, Campus, City Life & Safety

Factor PSL Sorbonne University
Campus Distributed across multiple historic sites in central Paris (Left Centred around the historic Sorbonne and Jussieu campuses in the Latin Quarter, central Paris
Location Bank / Latin Quarter and beyond), reflecting its consortium

structure across 11 schools

City Paris — one of the world's leading academic and cultural Paris — same city, largely overlapping central-Paris student neighbourhoods
capitals

Connectivity — Extensive Paris Métro/RER access; Charles de Gaulle and Orly Same Paris-wide connectivity — Métro/RER access from Jussieu/Sorbonne campuses
airports serve the city

Cost of High — Paris is one of the more expensive European student High — same city-level cost of living as PSL, since both are based in central Paris

Living cities

Campus Distributed across grandes écoles facilities (labs, libraries) Larger unified campus infrastructure at Jussieu; extensive science and medical facilities given
Facilities rather than one unified single campus its scale

Indian Present, growing in line with the French Government's stated Present, and Sorbonne's much larger overall student body (~38,000-53,000) likely means a
Community 2030 target of 30,000 Indian students nationally numerically larger absolute Indian/South Asian student presence, though no official split by

nationality was found for either university

Neither university publishes a specific, citable "campus safety index" figure. Paris-wide safety information should be checked via French Government and Indian Embassy in Paris travel
advisories rather than estimated here.



6. Admissions: License (UG), Master's (PG) & PhD Requirements for Indian

Students

All admissions to French public universities by Indian nationals are processed through Campus France India's "Etudes en France" (EEF) procedure, whether or not a scholarship is involved.
This is distinct from UCAS/Common App-style systems and applies equally to PSL's constituent schools and to Sorbonne University.

6.1 Undergraduate (License / Bachelor's)

Requirement PSL Sorbonne University

Application Via Campus France EEF "Demande d'Admission Préalable (DAP)" for Bachelor's Year 1, or Via Campus France EEF DAP procedure for Bachelor's Year 1 at
Route direct competitive entry for select grandes-écoles programmes public universities

Academic Assessed holistically on secondary-school record; PSL's constituent schools (e.g., ENS- Standard XII completion with a strong academic record; exact
Eligibility linked licences) are highly selective — exact minimum percentage for Indian boards not minimum percentage not publicly disclosed on official Sorbonne

publicly disclosed pages reviewed

Language of Predominantly French at License level; French language proficiency (DELF B2/DALF C1) Predominantly French at License level; French language

Instruction typically required proficiency typically required
Application DAP registration typically opens 1 October and closes mid-December for the following Same Campus France EEF timeline (October-December cycle)
Window academic year (per Campus France India timelines)

6.2 Postgraduate (Master's)

Requirement PSL Sorbonne University

Academic Relevant Bachelor's degree; PSL states admission is merit-assessed rather Relevant Bachelor's degree from a recognised institution; specific minimum
Eligibility than via a single published minimum percentage — described by one percentage not publicly disclosed on official pages reviewed

third-party source as "competitive, not publicly published"
Language IELTS 7.0+ cited as a typical requirement for English-taught Master's English-taught programmes such as the Digital International Program (DIGIT)

Requirements
(English-taught
tracks)

Language

programmes (per third-party aggregator data referencing PSL
programmes) — confirm exact score per specific Master's

DELF B2/DALF C1 typically required

accept international applicants; exact IELTS/TOEFL thresholds are programme-
specific and not uniformly published centrally

DELF B2/DALF C1 typically required for French-medium Master's

Requirements
(French-taught
tracks)

Application Campus France EEF procedure (Master's 1 & 2 applications typically
Route October-December) plus direct application on the specific school's
admissions portal

Campus France EEF procedure; Sorbonne also runs its own centralised
eCandidat-style portal for many Master's programmes

Notable Multiple English-taught Master's across component schools (Computer Digital International Program (DIGIT) — a custom-curriculum Master's covering
English-Taught Science, Chemistry, Energy, Fashion & Materials cited by third-party Bioinformatics, Computer Vision, Computer Networks & Security, per a third-
Programme sources) party loan-planning source citing the programme description

6.3 PhD / Doctorate

Requirement PSL Sorbonne University

Academic
Requirement

Relevant Master's degree; admission via one of PSL's
doctoral schools, assessed on research proposal and
academic record

Relevant Master's degree; admission via Sorbonne's doctoral schools, assessed on research
proposal and academic record

Funding Eiffel Excellence (Doctoral component) and other doctoral
Route contracts are common funding routes for competitive
international PhD candidates

Doctoral contracts and Eiffel Excellence (Doctoral component) are common funding routes;
Sorbonne's larger scale (over 4,700-8,800 doctoral-linked students reported across sources)
suggests broader doctoral-school capacity

6.4 Backlogs, Work Experience, SOP & LOR

Neither university publishes a specific numerical "maximum backlogs" policy for Indian applicants — this is not a standard published parameter in the French system
the way it sometimes is in UK/Australian admissions. A motivation letter (lettre de motivation) — the French-system equivalent of an SOP — is a standard and
important part of the Campus France EEF file for both universities, alongside academic transcripts. Work experience is not mandatory for most Master's applications
but is a positive factor for competitive programmes and for scholarships such as Eiffel Excellence, which explicitly favours applicants with a strong academic and
professional trajectory.

Advisor's Interpretation — Selectivity: Neither institution publishes an official numerical acceptance rate. Based on available evidence, PSL's grandes-
écoles consortium model is structurally more selective by design (small, research-intensive cohorts, historically linked to elite entry pathways), while Sorbonne
University's much larger scale (tens of thousands of students across broad faculties) suggests a comparatively more accessible route into a globally recognised
Paris institution for a wider range of Indian applicants — though still competitive, especially in medicine and high-demand sciences. Students should treat any
specific "acceptance rate %" cited by third-party portals (e.g., an approximate 20% figure sometimes quoted for Sorbonne) with caution, since it is not sourced
to an official university or government release.



Confused about the Campus France EEF procedure or which track fits you?

A Shiksha counsellor can walk you through the exact DAP/EEF steps for your target programme. = https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ



https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

7. Course-by-Course Comparison for Popular Disciplines

France's higher-education system does not always map directly onto UK/US-style "majors." Course fees, structures and rankings below reflect the most recent publicly available data found in
official/reliable sources; students should verify exact, current details on the specific school/programme page before applying.

7.1 Computer Science, Al, Data Science & Cyber Security

PSL, through constituent schools such as ENS and Mines Paris, has strong, research-linked Computer Science and Al provision, benefiting from PSL's #3-globally
"International Research Network" QS 2027 indicator and its broader Nobel-linked scientific reputation. Sorbonne University offers a distinctive, internationally
oriented option through its Digital International Program (DIGIT), an English-taught Master's allowing students to build a custom curriculum across
Bioinformatics, Computer Vision, Computer Networks and Security — one third-party education-financing platform lists this programme with a Fall intake deadline of
15 December and reports a median graduate package figure, though this should be treated as a third-party estimate rather than an official Sorbonne-published
outcome statistic.

For research-oriented Computer Science/Al, PSL's grandes-écoles research intensity gives it a documented edge; for a flexible, internationally structured
Computer Science Master's designed explicitly for non-French-speaking applicants, Sorbonne's DIGIT programme is a strong, clearly documented option.

7.2 Business Analytics, Finance, Accounting, Marketing, International Business & MBA

Notably, neither PSL nor Sorbonne University is primarily known as a Business School in the way French "grande école" business institutions (e.g., HEC
Paris, ESSEC, ESCP) are — those are separate institutions entirely. PSL's Université Paris-Dauphine component (part of the PSL consortium) does have recognised
strength in economics, finance and management. Campus France India data cited in this handbook notes that over 70% of Indian students in France are
enrolled in management programmes — but this reflects the broader French higher-education landscape (including grande école business schools) rather than
being specific to PSL or Sorbonne. Students specifically seeking an MBA or a dedicated Business Master's should confirm whether PSL-Dauphine or Sorbonne's
management faculty offers the specific specialism they want, since neither is a dedicated business school.

7.3 Mechanical & Civil Engineering

Engineering at both universities is delivered through affiliated/constituent engineering schools rather than a single unified "Faculty of Engineering" — PSL's
consortium includes engineering-oriented schools such as Chimie ParisTech and ESPCI, while Sorbonne University's Faculty of Science and Engineering covers a
broad range of engineering-adjacent disciplines. Specific national subject-table rankings for Mechanical or Civil Engineering at either institution were not found in the
sources reviewed for this handbook and should be verified directly with each school.

7.4 Healthcare Programmes

Sorbonne University has a particularly strong, well-documented presence in Medicine, inheriting the medical faculty lineage of the former Pierre-and-Marie-Curie
University (Paris VI) — one of France's most established medical training pipelines. PSL's healthcare-linked research strength runs through Institut Curie, one of its
component research institutions, renowned specifically for oncology research rather than broad clinical medical training. For Indian students specifically targeting a
medical/health-sciences Master's or research pathway, Sorbonne's scale and established medical faculty is the more directly comparable option; for
biomedical/oncology research specifically, PSL's Institut Curie affiliation is a notable strength.

Want an exact, course-level breakdown for your target Master's programme?

Shiksha counsellors can pull the latest official programme data for your shortlist. = https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ


https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

8. Tuition Fees, INR Conversion & Scholarships

8.1 Tuition Fee Comparison

Level PSL Sorbonne University

Public-Tariff ~€170-250/semester at the regulated public tariff cited by third- Public-tariff Master's fees are generally in a similar regulated range to other French
Annual Fee party sources (~€340-500/year) = ¥31,000-46,000/year* — actual public universities; an exact current headline figure was not confirmed in the official
(typical range fee depends on programme and any differentiated non-EU tariff sources reviewed for this handbook — described here as "not confirmed" rather than
cited) that may apply estimated

Selective/Grande-  Some PSL component schools (e.g., certain specialised Master's) Not applicable in the same way — Sorbonne is a single comprehensive public

Ecole Component = may carry differentiated fees; third-party sources cite a broader university, so most programmes follow the standard national public tariff
Fees average range of ~€250-4,000/year across PSL's various
programmes

Estimated Living Approx. $12,000/year cited by one third-party source (methodology A cost-of-living breakdown from one aggregator cites approx. $8,870/year
Costs not specified — treat as indicative) accommodation + $4,660 food + $1,090 transport + $3,230 utilities (~$17,850/year
total) — again, methodology and year not officially confirmed

*INR conversion is illustrative only (approx. ¥92-95/€ used for calculation, indicative and subject to daily exchange-rate fluctuation). Unlike UK universities, most French public universities
(including PSL's public-tariff programmes and Sorbonne) charge dramatically lower headline tuition than UK/US institutions because higher education is heavily state-subsidised — but exact

current-year figures, and whether a differentiated non-EU tariff applies to a specific programme, must be verified directly on each official programme page, since national tariff policy has
changed in recent years and is not uniformly applied across all Master's programmes.

8.2 Scholarships

Scholarship Level Value Key Eligibility

Eiffel Master's ~€1,181-1,200/month stipend (figures vary slightly ~ Non-French nationals; age limit historically cited around 25-27 for Master's (verify
Excellence by cycle/source) plus travel, health insurance and current-cycle limit on campusfrance.org); institution submits application on student's
Scholarship cultural-activity support behalf — not a direct student application

(Master's)

Eiffel PhD ~€1,800-2,100/month stipend depending on Non-French nationals; age limit historically cited around 32-35 for PhD; institution-
Excellence cycle/source nominated

Scholarship

(Doctoral)

Charpak Master's €860/month stipend (~X8 lakh+/year per one Indian citizens or OCI cardholders, 30 years or younger, enrolled in a full-time Master's
Master's Indian scholarship aggregator) in France; French language is an asset but not mandatory if the course is English-
Scholarship taught

Charpak UG/Master's €860/month stipend Indian students enrolled at an Indian institution undertaking a short exchange
Exchange exchange (1- semester in France

Scholarship 6 months)

Scholarship figures above reflect the most recent publicly cited amounts across Campus France-linked and third-party sources at the time of writing; exact current-cycle stipend amounts, age
limits and deadlines should always be confirmed directly on campusfrance.org, since multiple sources show minor year-to-year variation (e.g., €1,181 vs €1,200 for Eiffel Master's stipend across
different citation years). Neither PSL nor Sorbonne University publishes a large, dedicated in-house merit scholarship specifically for Indian students beyond these national/government-run
schemes, based on the sources reviewed — most funding for Indian students flows through Eiffel Excellence and Charpak rather than university-specific awards.

8.3 Strategy to Maximise Scholarship Value & Reduce Costs

Apply to Eiffel Excellence through your target school, not directly: Eiffel applications must be submitted by the French higher-education institution on the
student's behalf — so securing your admission offer early is a prerequisite, not an afterthought.

Track the January deadline window carefully: Both Eiffel Excellence and Charpak typically open applications in the October-January window for the following
academic year — missing this narrow window often means waiting a full year.

Don't assume you need French to qualify for funding: Charpak explicitly states French is "an asset, but not mandatory" if your programme is English-taught
— this removes a major perceived barrier for Indian STEM and business applicants.

Layer national public-tariff savings with a scholarship: Since headline tuition at PSL/Sorbonne public-tariff programmes is already far lower than UK/US
equivalents, even a partial scholarship (e.g., Charpak's €860/month) can cover the bulk of an Indian student's total cost of attendance in Paris.

Plan your education loan around a lower principal: Because tuition itself is comparatively low, many Indian students studying in France borrow primarily
against living costs rather than tuition — factor this into loan planning conversations.

Maximise your scholarship chances

Get a personalised scholarship-matching review before you apply. « https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ


https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ

9. Employability & Graduate Outcomes

Metric PSL Sorbonne University

Global PSL's QS 2027 methodology score benefits from strong Sorbonne's QS 2027 rank (#73) also reflects the same QS methodology categories, at a
Ranking employer reputation and research-network indicators, per comparatively lower overall score than PSL

Signal for QS's stated methodology categories (academic reputation,

Employability = employer reputation, citations, internationalisation)

Alumni / PSL cites a strong alumni network across academia, industry Not confirmed in the sources reviewed for an equivalent industrial-partner figure

Career and government, and 3,000 industrial partners (PSL official

Network data)

Programme- Not confirmed in the sources reviewed for a specific official One third-party education-financing platform cites a median graduate package of approximately
Level ROI graduate salary figure %52.5 lakh and a computed "103% ROI" figure for Sorbonne's DIGIT Master's programme

Data

specifically — this is a third-party estimate for one specific programme, not an official Sorbonne-
wide Graduate Outcomes figure, and should be treated accordingly

Startups / ~50 startups created every year linked to the PSL ecosystem  Not confirmed in the sources reviewed
Innovation (PSL official data)
Output

Neither university publishes a HESA-style national Graduate Outcomes Survey equivalent in the way UK universities do — France does not have a direct HESA equivalent, and official French
graduate employment data is typically published at a national level by the French Ministry of Higher Education rather than per-university in the granular, standardised format familiar from UK
reporting. Where an employability figure could not be traced to an official university or government release, this is flagged above rather than presented as a confirmed institutional statistic.

Advisor's Interpretation: Based on documented evidence, PSL's stronger and more consistent global ranking position, its very high research-network and
academic-reputation indicators, and its cited industrial-partner network suggest a stronger institution-wide employability signal, particularly for research-
oriented and STEM career paths. Sorbonne's strength is harder to assess institution-wide from public data, but the one specific documented data point available
(the DIGIT programme's third-party-reported outcomes) suggests strong potential ROl in its targeted Digital/Computer Science Master's specifically. Students
should treat this section as directional rather than a precise, official employability ranking for either institution overall.



10. Student Life: Accommodation, Cost of Living, Diaspora & Culture

Because both PSL and Sorbonne University are based in central Paris, most day-to-day student-life realities — cost of living, transport, cultural access — are shaped
more by "living in Paris" than by which specific university a student attends.

Factor

Detail (Applies to Both, Given Shared Paris Location)

Accommodation

Cost of Living

Transport

Indian
Community &
Groceries

Culture &
Student
Societies

Options include CROUS (subsidised public student housing, often prioritised for scholarship holders such as Charpak recipients per Campus France's own
scholarship benefits list) and private student residences, which are considerably more expensive given Paris's high housing demand

One third-party aggregator cites an estimated annual cost of living around €12,458, with a separate breakdown citing accommodation (~$8,870/year), food
(~$4,660/year), transport (~$1,090/year) and utilities (~$3,230/year) — these figures are not officially confirmed and should be treated as indicative
planning estimates only

Extensive Paris Métro, RER and bus network; student transport discounts (e.g., Imagine R card) are commonly available to enrolled students, though the
exact current discount terms should be checked with ile-de-France Mobilités directly

Paris has an established South Asian community with Indian grocery stores and restaurants concentrated in specific neighbourhoods (e.g., areas around Gare

du Nord/La Chapelle) — accessible to students at both universities given their shared central-Paris location

Both universities benefit from Paris's broader museum, cultural and academic-event ecosystem; PSL explicitly lists access to cultural and intellectual
activities as part of its student offering

Because student-life costs are driven primarily by the shared city (Paris) rather than the specific university, this handbook does not present a false institution-level distinction here — the more
decision-relevant factors are academic fit, admissions route, and specific programme employability (covered in Sections 6, 7 and 9).



11. Part-Time Work & French Student Visa Rules

International students holding a French long-stay student visa (VLS-TS) are generally permitted to work part-time during their studies, subject to French labour
regulations for international students — this rule is set by the French Government, not by individual universities, and therefore applies equally to students at PSL and
Sorbonne University.

e The VLS-TS student visa is typically issued for an initial period and must be validated shortly after arrival in France, per Campus France's published visa guidance.

e Processing time for the French student visa is typically cited as around 30-60 days after submission through the Campus France/embassy process, per one visa-
tracking source.

e Campus jobs and local part-time employment availability in Paris are generally strong given the city's large economy and student population, though exact
vacancy numbers are not centrally published by either university.

e Scholarship holders (Eiffel, Charpak) should note that their stipend is designed to cover living costs — part-time work rules still apply to them as they would to
any student visa holder, and students should confirm exact permitted hours with their student visa documentation or Campus France before committing to part-
time work.

Exact permitted working hours under French student visa rules, and current French minimum wage (SMIC) rates, should be verified on the official French Government immigration portal (France-
Visas) or via Campus France India before making financial plans, as these are set nationally and can be revised.

12. Post-Study Opportunities: APS Visa & Long-Term Career Pathways

Graduates of both PSL and Sorbonne University are eligible to apply for France's post-study work permit, the Autorisation Provisoire de Séjour (APS). Based on
the sources reviewed, this permit is commonly cited as offering up to 24 months of post-study work eligibility for Master's graduates (one third-party immigration-
tracking source describes it as "24-month post-study work" and "1-2 year post-study work permit (APS)" — exact current duration and eligibility conditions should be
confirmed on France-Visas or with Campus France, since immigration policy can be revised).

Beyond the APS window, graduates who secure a qualifying job offer can transition toward longer-term status via France's Talent Passport route (a multi-year visa
track for qualified professionals, researchers and high-potential graduates, as referenced by the same third-party immigration source). Separately, Campus France
also highlights a dedicated 5-year "Alumni Visa" — a short-stay, multiple-entry visa available to Indian nationals who hold a Master's degree or higher and studied
at least one semester in France, which supports continued business/professional travel links to France even after a student has returned to India or moved
elsewhere.

Immigration rules are subject to change by the French Government. Students should confirm the latest APS, Talent Passport, and Alumni Visa conditions on France-Visas.gouv.fr and with
Campus France India before finalising their study plans; this section is directional guidance, not legal or immigration advice.



13. Pros & Cons Summary

Université PSL
Pros:

e France's top-ranked university — #34 globally in QS WUR 2027

e Strong, research-intensive grandes-écoles model with elite constituent
schools (ENS, Dauphine, Mines Paris, Institut Curie)

e Very low public-tariff tuition for many programmes (a few hundred
euros/year cited by third-party sources)

e Strong global research-network recognition (#3 worldwide on this specific
QS 2027 indicator)

Cons:

e Highly selective, "grande école"-style admissions — likely more
demanding for direct entry than a large comprehensive university

e Distributed, multi-site campus structure rather than one unified campus

e Official, university-wide graduate salary/employability data was not found
in the sources reviewed

Sorbonne University

Pros:

Much larger, comprehensive university with broad programme choice
across sciences, medicine and humanities

Historic "Sorbonne" global brand recognition

Documented English-taught Master's option (DIGIT) specifically designed
for international students, with a specific ROl data point available

Larger student body likely means a bigger absolute international/Indian
community

Cons:

Lower current QS 2027 global rank (#73) than PSL (#34)

Not a dedicated grandes-écoles research consortium — comparatively less
distinctive "elite selectivity" positioning

Exact current public-tariff tuition fee for Sorbonne's programmes was not
confirmed in the official sources reviewed



14. Which University Fits Your Profile?

Student Profile

Budget-conscious
students

Scholarship-focused
applicants

Engineering aspirants

Business/Management-
track students

Computer Science /
Data Science
candidates

Students seeking
strong global ranking
prestige

Students prioritising
long-term ROI

Better-Suited University (Based on Available
Evidence)

Either — largely comparable

Either — funding is national, not university-specific

PSL (directionally)

Neither is a dedicated business school

Sorbonne (for a clearly documented English-taught

option)

PSL

Sorbonne (based on the one documented
programme-level data point) or PSL (based on
ranking-driven reputation) — genuinely close call

Still not sure which fits you best?

Both are public-tariff French universities with dramatically lower headline tuition than UK/US
institutions; exact per-programme tariff should be confirmed for your specific course

Eiffel Excellence and Charpak are French Government/Campus France schemes applied
through your admitting institution, so eligibility depends on your profile and programme, not
which of these two universities you choose

PSL's consortium includes dedicated engineering-oriented grandes écoles (e.g., Chimie
ParisTech, ESPCI); specific subject rankings were not confirmed for either institution, so this
should be verified per programme

Both PSL (via Dauphine) and Sorbonne offer management/economics programmes, but
dedicated grande-école business schools (HEC, ESSEC, ESCP) are separate institutions worth
comparing if Business/MBA is the primary goal

Sorbonne's DIGIT Master's is a specifically documented, internationally structured Computer
Science programme; PSL also has strong CS research but a less centrally documented single
flagship English-taught CS Master's in the sources reviewed

Clear, consistent top-40 global ranking position across QS, THE and ARWU

The only concrete third-party ROI figure available in this research was for Sorbonne's DIGIT
programme; PSL's stronger overall institutional ranking is also a reasonable, though less
directly quantified, proxy for long-term career value

A free 1:1 session with a Shiksha counsellor can map your specific profile, budget, and career goal to the right choice. «
https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ | WhatsApp: https://www.wa.link/fgitii


https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSlYaWQ
https://www.wa.link/fgitii

15. Step-by-Step Application Roadmap & Checklists

15.1 The Roadmap

1.

o U A W N

~

University & Course Research (12-15 months before intake) — Shortlist programmes at PSL and Sorbonne via their official sites and Campus France's
course catalogues.

. Profile Building — Strengthen academics, gather research/project experience, and start drafting your motivation letter (lettre de motivation).

. Language Proficiency — Book IELTS/TOEFL (for English-taught programmes) or begin DELF/DALF preparation (for French-taught programmes).
. Document Preparation — Transcripts, motivation letter, LORs, passport, financial documents.

. Create Your Campus France Account — Register on the "Etudes en France" (EEF) portal and build your applicant file.

. Submit Applications — Apply through the EEF "basket of courses" process and/or the university's own admissions portal, respecting the October-December

cycle.

. Campus France Interview — Attend the interview (typically October-February) and bring your application fee receipt.
. Apply for Scholarships — Submit Eiffel Excellence (via your admitting institution) and/or Charpak (via Campus France India) within the January deadline

window.

. Receive & Accept Offer — Confirm your chosen university among those that accept you.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Visa Filing — Complete your VLS-TS long-stay student visa application through Campus France/the French consulate.

Accommodation Booking — Apply for CROUS housing (especially important for scholarship holders) or arrange private accommodation.
Education Loan & Financial Documentation — Finalise loan sanction and proof-of-funds documentation required for the visa.
Pre-Departure Planning — Flights, health insurance, packing, and Campus France pre-departure orientation.

Arrival in France — Visa validation (OFIl formalities), enrolment, bank account setup, and French social security registration.

15.2 Admission Checklist

O Academic transcripts (Standard Xll / Bachelor's, attested/translated as required)
O Language proficiency proof (IELTS/TOEFL for English-taught, or DELF/DALF for French-taught)
[0 Motivation letter (lettre de motivation)

O 1-2 Letters of Recommendation
O Updated CV
[ Passport copy

[0 Campus France EEF application fee receipt

15.3 Scholarship Checklist

O Confirm eligibility (nationality, age limit, programme type) for Eiffel Excellence and/or Charpak

[0 Secure your admission offer first (required for Eiffel, which is institution-nominated)

[0 Submit Charpak application via Campus France India within the stated window

[0 Retain scholarship confirmation for visa and CROUS housing priority purposes

15.4 Visa Checklist

[0 Valid Campus France EEF attestation

O University admission letter

O Proof of funds / scholarship confirmation letter

O Accommodation proof or CROUS confirmation

[0 Passport-size photographs as per France-Visas specification

[ Health insurance documentation

15.5 Pre-Departure Checklist

O Flight booking & travel insurance

OO0 Accommodation confirmation

O Forex card / initial euro cash

[0 Copies of all key documents (physical + cloud backup)

[0 Campus France pre-departure orientation session registration

O French SIM/eSIM plan and OFIl appointment awareness



16. Talk to Shiksha Study Abroad — Free Counselling

Choosing between Université PSL and Sorbonne University — or evaluating France against other study-abroad destinations — is a decision that affects your finances,
career trajectory, and personal growth for years to come. Shiksha Study Abroad's counsellors are here to help you move from research to a confident decision, with:
e Personalised profile evaluation against both universities' programme-level requirements
e Scholarship assessment for Eiffel Excellence, Charpak and other funding routes

e Hands-on application support through the Campus France EEF process

e Visa filing guidance and document checklist reviews

e Pre-departure support so you arrive in Paris fully prepared

Ready to take the next step?

= FREE Counselling: https://u.shiksha.com/SHKSHA/seSIYaWQ
« Chat with a Study Abroad Expert on WhatsApp: https://www.wa.link/fgitii

This handbook was compiled from official university sources (psl.eu, sorbonne-universite.fr), Campus France India (inde.campusfrance.org), QS World University Rankings, Times Higher Education, ARWU, and other
credible third-party education-data sources publicly available at the time of writing. Tuition fees, rankings, and scholarship terms change annually — always verify current figures on official university and
campusfrance.org pages before making financial decisions. This document does not constitute legal or immigration advice; consult France-Visas.gouv.fr and a qualified visa advisor for current French immigration rules. ©
Shiksha Study Abroad.
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