ShikSha University Comparison for Indian Students
STUDY ABROAD

University of Kassel vs University of Hildesheim

A quick comparison for Indian students applying to Germany via Shiksha Study Abroad

1. At aglance

University of Kassel University of Hildesheim

Location Kassel, Hesse (central Germany), city of about Hildesheim, Lower Saxony (north-central
200,000 Germany), city of about 100,000

Size Large: roughly 23,000+ students Small: roughly 8,000 students

Type Public university Public university

Profile Broader and more technical, with a strong Compact and focused, with a personal, less
engineering and research base crowded setup

Core strengths Engineering (mechanical, civil, electrical), Information science, data analytics, IT,
renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, business, cultural studies, education

nanoscience, political economy, computer
science, art and design

Best suited for Engineering, energy, agriculture and Data analytics, information management, and
environment, and some CS applicants culture or education applicants

2. Programmes popular with Indian students

University of Kassel University of Hildesheim

English-taught Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency International Information Management, Data
Master's (examples) (REMENA), Sustainable International Analytics, selected IT, business and cultural
Agricultural Development, Global Political studies programmes

Economy, Nanostructure Science, selected
engineering and CS tracks

Best pick if you Energy, mechanical, civil, agri or environment Data, analytics, information systems

want

CS and data Available, but check the language of instruction ~ Strong applied data and information focus

science for each track

Tip Compare the module handbook of your exact Same: curriculum details differ more than
programme, not just the university name rankings suggest
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3. Admission and application

University of Kassel University of Hildesheim

Tuition fees None at public universities for most None at public universities for most
programmes programmes

Semester Paid every semester (roughly a few hundred Paid every semester (roughly a few hundred

contribution euros); includes a regional transport ticket euros); includes a regional transport ticket

APS certificate Required for Indian applicants Required for Indian applicants

English proof IELTS or TOEFL for English-taught IELTS or TOEFL for English-taught
programmes; German needed for programmes; German needed for
German-taught ones German-taught ones

Academic profile Strong CGPA and relevant bachelor's degree; Strong CGPA and relevant bachelor's degree;
some programmes expect specific prerequisite some programmes expect specific prerequisite
credits credits

GRE Programme-specific; often not mandatory Programme-specific; often not mandatory

Intakes Mainly winter semester (October); some Mainly winter semester (October); some
programmes also summer programmes also summer

Application route Direct to the university or via uni-assist, Direct to the university or via uni-assist,
depending on the programme depending on the programme

4. Cost of living and city life

University of Kassel University of Hildesheim

Living costs Moderate; generally lower than big cities like Lower; a small town with affordable housing
Munich or Frankfurt

Blocked account Required for the student visa; check the current ~ Same requirement and amount
amount (around EUR 11,900 per year at last
check)

Campus feel Larger, more diverse, wider choice of courses Close-knit, easier access to professors

and student groups

Nearby job market Northern Hesse industry such as VW Baunatal, = Hannover (about 30 minutes by train),

rail and defence engineering Braunschweig, and VW-linked industry
Getting around Good tram and bus network; central location for ~ Compact; trains to Hannover, Braunschweig
trips to Frankfurt and Hannover and Hamburg
Part-time work Students can work limited hours (typically 140 Same rules apply

full days or 280 half days per year)

5. Which should you choose?

* Choose Kassel if you want engineering, renewable energy, agriculture or environment-related studies, or prefer a
larger university with more programmes and research groups.

e Choose Hildesheim if you are aiming for data analytics, information management or IT, and prefer a smaller
campus with closer contact with faculty.
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* For CS or data science the two are fairly close. Decide on curriculum, language of instruction, deadlines and your
admission chances.

* Apply to both if your profile fits both. Costs are similar, and having more than one offer improves your chances of
a visa and a good start.

6. Before you decide: checklist

» Confirm the programme is taught in English and check the exact entry requirements on DAAD (daad.de) and the
university website.

* Check the application deadline, whether you apply directly or through uni-assist, and the document list.

* Book your APS appointment early; it can take several weeks.

e Prepare your IELTS or TOEFL score and, if needed, a basic German certificate.

* Compare module handbooks, professors' research areas and internship or thesis support.

* Read recent student reviews on Shiksha at programme level and cross-check the data.

Note: This document gives general impressions and approximate figures. Fees, deadlines, blocked account amounts and
admission criteria change every year. Always confirm the latest details with the universities, DAAD and the German
embassy before applying.
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