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Study in Berlin
HWR Berlin (Berlin School of Economics and Law) & ESMT Berlin

Berlin is one of Europe's most affordable capitals for international students and a hub for startups, consulting and

technology employers. This guide profiles two very different routes into the city's business education scene: HWR
Berlin, a large public university of applied sciences where many English-taught Master's programmes carry no

tuition fee, and ESMT Berlin, a private, internationally accredited business school offering premium MBA and

Master's programmes.

At a glance
HWR Berlin ESMT Berlin

Type Public university of applied sciences Private, state-approved business school

Background Formed in 2009 through the merger of the Berlin
School of Economics and the FHVR Berlin;
11,000+ students

Founded in 2002 by 25 leading global companies;
AACSB, AMBA and EQUIS accredited ("triple
crown")

Location Berlin (several campuses) Schlossplatz 1, 10178 Berlin, near Alexanderplatz

Language English-taught Bachelor's and Master's options All programmes taught in English

Programme types Bachelor's, Master's (MSc / MA), MBA via Berlin
Professional School

Master's (3 tracks), Full-time, Part-time, Global
Online and Executive MBA

Tuition (indicative) Many English Master's: no tuition (semester
contribution EUR 350). Berlin Professional School
MSc International Business Management: about
EUR 16,600 in total

Full-time MBA EUR 50,000; Global Online MBA
EUR 28,000; Executive MBA EUR 64,800; Master
in Global Management about EUR 8,500 per
semester

Best suited for Budget-conscious students, those seeking applied
and practice-oriented study

Career-switchers and professionals seeking a
global network and leadership focus

Quick take: Choose HWR Berlin if keeping costs low and studying at a respected public institution matter most.
Choose ESMT Berlin if you have the work experience and budget for a top-tier international MBA or Master's with
strong employer connections.

Fee figures are compiled from published listings and may change by intake; see the notes on the final page.
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HWR Berlin
Berlin School of Economics and Law | Public university of applied sciences

HWR Berlin is among the largest universities of applied sciences in Berlin, with a broad offering across business,

economics, law, public administration, security management and engineering. It is known for hands-on,

practice-oriented teaching and a strong international outlook, with English-taught programmes and international

guest lecturers built into the curriculum.

Why students choose HWR Berlin
• Low cost: many English-taught Bachelor's and Master's programmes list no tuition fees; students pay a semester

contribution of EUR 350.

• Career support: Berlin Professional School runs its own Career Service for its students, and non-EU students

may work within legal limits alongside study.

• Applied focus: programmes combine theory with practical projects, international comparisons and integrated

English-language courses.

• Flexible MBA route: the Full-time MBA at Berlin Professional School accepts applications throughout the year.

Selected English-taught programmes

Programme Format Fees Key entry requirements

MSc International Finance Master of Science; taught 100%
in English; winter intake

No tuition fee Bachelor's degree; CV and motivation
letter in English; proof of strong English

MA International Business &
Consulting - International
Strategic Management

Master of Arts; 3 semesters;
winter intake

No tuition fee Bachelor's degree; CV and motivation
letter in English

MA International Business &
Consulting - Human Resource
Management

Master of Arts; 100% English;
winter intake

No tuition fee Business Bachelor's (or related); 15+
ECTS in HRM, organisation and labour
law; 1+ year work experience; IELTS
6.0. Deadline 15 May for non-German
Bachelor's

MSc International Business
Management (Berlin
Professional School)

15 months, 90 ECTS;
September start; tracks in
International Management and
Digital Business Management &
Leadership

About EUR
16,600 total

Bachelor's (3 years for non-EU
applicants); 1+ year work experience;
IELTS 6.5 or TOEFL iBT 79

BA International Business
Management

Bachelor's; taught in English;
business, economics, law and IT
modules

No tuition fee School-leaving qualification recognised
in Germany; English test (see
programme page)

Application notes
• Deadlines vary by programme (for example 15 May for some winter-semester Master's; 31 July for European

applicants to the MSc IBM). Always check the specific programme page.

• Applicants from outside Europe should allow roughly 4-6 months for visa processing.

• Indian applicants must complete the APS certificate process before applying to German universities.

• Most programmes require a CV and a letter of motivation in English; some also ask for specific prerequisite

credits.

Official information: hwr-berlin.de | berlin-professional-school.de
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ESMT Berlin
European School of Management and Technology | Private, state-approved business school

ESMT Berlin is housed in a historic former government building near Alexanderplatz. Founded by 25 leading global

companies, it focuses on leadership, innovation, sustainability and analytics in management, and holds the AACSB,

AMBA and EQUIS accreditations. The school offers three Master's programmes, four MBA formats and executive

education.

Why students choose ESMT Berlin
• International classroom: the Full-time MBA cohort is reported to be over 90% international, with 20+

nationalities and a largely international faculty.

• Employer links: recruiters from technology, consulting, retail and industry, with strong ties to Berlin's startup

scene.

• Compact formats: the Full-time MBA runs 15 months, with a January start.

• Scholarships: a limited number of merit scholarships are available for top applicants; check the ESMT site for

current awards.

Programmes and indicative fees

Programme Format Indicative tuition Key entry requirements

Master in Global
Management (MSc)

4 semesters (2 years),
full-time, English

About EUR 8,500 per
semester

Bachelor's degree; CV, transcripts, one
recommendation; GRE/GMAT if needed;
TOEFL 100 or IELTS 7.0; non-EU
application fee EUR 50

Master in Analytics & AI and
Master in Innovation &
Entrepreneurship

Two-year Master's
programmes, English

Confirm with ESMT Similar academic and English
requirements; confirm per programme

Full-time MBA 15 months; January start EUR 50,000 (includes
books and cases)

Bachelor's (min. 3 years); at least 3
years' professional experience (average
about 7); GMAT, GRE, EA or ESMT
admissions test (average GMAT about
640); English test

Global Online MBA Flexible online format EUR 28,000 Professional experience and Bachelor's
degree; see ESMT for current criteria

Executive MBA 18 months; start in
October

EUR 64,800 Senior professional experience (typically
7+ years, with managerial experience)

Application notes
• ESMT admissions run in rounds; deadlines differ by programme and intake, so check the current dates for your

start term.

• A strong admissions test score and a clear career story matter for MBA applicants; the Master's programmes also

review academic record and references.

• Budget for living costs in Berlin in addition to tuition, and plan visa timelines early if you are applying from outside

the EU.

Official information: esmt.berlin
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Which school fits you?
Consideration HWR Berlin ESMT Berlin

Budget Very low for tuition-free Master's; moderate for
Berlin Professional School programmes

Premium: EUR 50,000 for the Full-time MBA;
Master's fees are per semester

Work experience Often 1 year for Master's; none for Bachelor's 3+ years for the Full-time MBA; Master's
welcomes recent graduates

English level IELTS 6.0 to 6.5 typical for Master's IELTS 7.0 or TOEFL 100 for the Master's in
Global Management

Learning style Applied, practice-oriented, project-based Case-based, leadership and innovation focus,
global cohort

Network Berlin employers and regional industry partners Global corporate network and an international
alumni base

Admissions test Generally not required GMAT, GRE, EA or ESMT test for the MBA
(GMAT/GRE for some Master's)

Suggested next steps
• Shortlist the programme(s) that match your academic background and work experience.

• Check English test and admissions test requirements and book your exams early.

• Start your APS certificate and gather transcripts, CV, motivation letter and references.

• Confirm deadlines and fees on each school's official page for your intake.

• Speak to a Shiksha Study Abroad counsellor to plan applications, finances and visa.

Need help choosing? Our counsellors can compare programmes against your profile, budget and career goals,
and guide you through applications, scholarships and the German student visa.

Important notes
This document is a general guide compiled from published programme listings (including DAAD, HWR Berlin, ESMT-related and partner
portals) as of October 2026. Tuition, deadlines, intakes and entry requirements change between intakes and vary by programme and
applicant group. Fees marked 'indicative' or 'about' come from third-party listings and should be verified on the official websites before
applying.


